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Little Love-Tokens 
By Emily A. Braddock 


OD ofttimes hides his love in little things 
To win cold, earth-bound hearts, too weak 
to rise 
To heights revealing the great Sacrifice. 
He folds it in some lowly flower that springs* 
Beside the road, darts it on sudden wings 
Of a lone bird down flashing from gray skies, 
Paints it in mosses, and, with myriad dyes, 
On ripple that to brooks a stray breeze brings. 
It beams in a child’s smile, from faces dear 
Looks wistfully, clasps in a friendly hand, 
In snatch of song or kindly word of cheer 
Utters its sweet, mysterious command. 
God grant that with dull ear and blinded eye 
His small love-tokens we may not pass by! 








An Index to the contents of The Sunday-School 
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Giving Our Best to Prayer 


There is no other activity in life so important as 
that of prayer. Every other activity depends upon 
prayer for its best efficiency. And not our activities 
only, but the very condition and attitude of our whole 
being, are determined by our pfayer-life. How im- 
portant it is, then, that prayer should get our first 
attention and our best attention. The safest way to 
insure this would seem to be by keeping ‘‘ the morn- 
ing watch’’: giving regular and ample time to prayer 
at the very beginning of the day, before breakfast and 
before taking up the day's duties. The practise has 
been wonderfully blessed in many lives. It can revo- 
lutionize lives at the points of their greatest weakness, 
—not the **morning watch,"’ but Christ through the 
**morning watch."’ To give from half an hour to an 
hour at the start of the day to a quiet time alone with 
God, feeding on his Word under the guidance of his 


Holy Spirit, and talking freely with him about his 
work and the needs of the day—our needs and oth- 
ers’ needs, sends one forth into the day from the very 
courts of heaven. All day long we may, in Christ's 
strength, live in the blessing that was thus won at the 
start. And we shall pray the more through the day, 
and at night time, because of the morning time alone 
with God. The pressure of other duties only increases 
the need of prayer at the start. In the midst of one 
of his most crowded seasons of activity, Jesus ‘‘in the 
morning, a great while before day, ... rose up and 
... prayed.’’ If life has been barren or defeated, 
let us give this remedy a fair trial. 
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The Failure of Excuses 

When we have failed, it is not well to add to the 
failure by trying to explain it away. Such an excuse 
never excuses. And most excuses are of that sort. 
As Mr. Stifler recently quoted in these columns, ‘* An 
excuse is the statement of the circumstances under 
which we did not do our duty.’’ Inasmuch as no one 
is ever excusable for not having done his duty, excuse- 
making is poor business,- On the other hand, we can 
wrest success from any failure and take from it much 
of. the’sting when. we frankly admit that it was our 
fault ‘and: that we have no excuse.to offer, while at the 
same time we express our purpose not to fail in that 
way again. The world is quick to forgive the man 
who does not ask to be excused. God can forgive us 
on no other terms ; and God's forgiveness is the only 
way to assured victory cver failure. 


x 
What of the Undeserving ? 


Love does not limit itself to caring only for those 
who deserve its care. . Love lavishes itself also upon 
those who are utterly undeserving. In fact, love is 
chiefly concerned with others’ needs ; and as a rule 
those need most who deserve least. The Independent 
once pointed out a much missed truth just here, in an 
editorial on ‘* The Undeserving Poor.'’ Some of our 
charity organizations which do a blessed work never- 
theless are in danger of missing their biggest oppor- 
tunity through scrupulous care to help only the deserv- 
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ing poor. We are in danger of drawing the same 
mistaken line with beggars at our door or on the 
street, dismissing with scant consideration those who 
are obvious ‘‘beats,’* who have only themselves to 
blame for their condition, and who are plainly hoping 
to ‘*work’’ us, TZhey are the ones who need our 
help most. Just because they are utter failures, with 
every prospect of continuing so, they ought to find in 
us the help which they do not deserve, It may not 
be money that will help, or it may be; in any case 
they need the warm, radiant love of Christ shining 
through us, and Christ himself given unto them 
through us. That day in Capernaum, when all the 
city was gathered at his door, there was no record of 
his having sifted out the deserving only for his love 
and healing. It would have gone hard with Caper- 
naum’s needy ones if he had. That day when we 
sought Christ and he gave himself to us, we do not 
recall much having been said, do we, as: to our 
receiving this eternal blessing because we deserved it? 
‘«But God commendeth his own love: toward us;'in 
that, while we were yet sinners—."' Let us not demand 
from ‘others a standard that we have never reachéd, 
nor ever shall. 
ax 


Keeping Up with a Boy 

No one will ever understand a boy, who does not 
understand that he is made for activity. Recently 
two boys of about twelve years of age were coming 
down a street in a southwestern town while a small 
whirlwind, which the boys had not noticed, was fol- 
lowing them down the street and carrying waste- 
paper, straw, and dust high in the air. A friend 
coming up the street pointed the boys to the whirl- 
wind. Quick as a flash one of them said, ‘* Let's get 
in it!’’ and in a twinkling they were in the center of 
the swirling mass of dust and dirt. Boys are bound 
to be in something that is going ; and they are more 
ready—though we are incredulously slow to believe 
this—to join what is going in the right-direction than 
to take up with the wrong gang.  The-Sunday-scho@l 
class or the troop of Boys’ Scouts that is ta be. of. any 
use must be doing something worth while. If oyr 
boys’ organizations are worthily busy, our boys will 
want to get in them and stay in them, 
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Has One a Right to Happiness ? 


AS one a right to happiness ?’’ asks a widely 
scattered advertisement of a would-be epoch- 
making book promulgating ‘‘liberal’’ ideas 

upon divorce. The implication is that’ the answer 
must unmistakably be ‘ yes.’’ For the right to hap- 
piness is quite generally conceded. In this, people 
are in accord with a venerable document of our repub- 
lican faith which asserts that man has certain inalien- 
able rights, such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, the truth of which we have for one hundred 
and forty years been illustrating by electrocuting cer- 
tain of our citizens, shutting up others, and providing 
social and other conditions which have made life a 
long misery for many more, That, other things not 
being neglected, a good God or an intelligent govern- 
ment will seek the happiness of the greatest number 
of their subjects or citizens, cannot be disputed. But 
these other things must be considered ; 
them must be considered first. 

The easy notion that. ‘‘one has a right to happi- 
ness" is the cause of more than nine-tenths, if indeed 
it is not the cause of all, the sin, foulness, strife, and 
unhappiness in the world. Wipe out the idea, and 
replace it with the truth, and the hong and shameful 
record of the divorced, and, alas, of many of the un- 
divotced, would disappear at a breath. 

The question, ‘« Has one a right to happiness ?"’ is 
compounded of several dangerous ethical errors. It 


and some of. 


assumes that a man or a woman is ‘‘one,'’ when as 
a matter of fact we are each both less and more than 
one. We are fractions, which must be completed by 
many other lives to make a full and rounded unity. 
No one can rightly consider any problem of life unless 
he considers the many others that make up his life, 
And each one of us is also part of a half dozen, a 
dozen, a hundred others, in our touch on other lives, 
in our weight and influence and bearing upon our fel- 
lows. Any soul that approaches a moral question 
with ‘‘one’’ on his lips starts fatally wrong. 

If we take next on our lips the words ‘‘a right,"’ we 
move fatally farther astray. When we are consider- 
ing another man, and what he can be, or what we can 
or ought to do for him, ‘‘right’’ is the word ; but 
from the angle of what we are to seek for ourselves it 
would be an incalculable boon to the world if «« right" 
could be forever expunged from the human vocabu- 
lary. ‘The only real justification any man has for 
standing up for his ‘‘ rights'’ is lest his failure to do 
so should breed in the body politic the bad habit of 
injustice ; but that is not on his own account: it is 
simply that society may be clear of sin, and others 
may receive their due. Imagine what a world this 
would become if all men, or the majority of men, at 
once ceased to strive for rights and began to live only 
for duties ! 

Perhaps an even more fatal error is wrapped up in 
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that word ‘‘ happiness.’’ ‘The spirit that asks if we 
have a right to that, and proposes to climb to it over 
the broken laws of God and man, has utterly miscon- 
eeived what happiness is. In its original meaning 
happiness was a state of ‘‘good hap,”’ the fortunate 
state, the state that had received the best that could 
come to it, or at least a very genuine good. It was 
the heathen synonym for the Christian ‘ blessed,’’ 
given by impartial fate or capricious deities, where 
the latter, blessedness, is bestowed by all-wise and 
holy beneficence. But neither of these conceptions 
finds place in the word as it is used in this question. 
‘Happiness here is pleasant human association, con- 
genial companionship, satisfied and yet unsated desire, 
delights, pleasure, ‘‘thrills."" In the light of that 
definition, which is clearly the one foremost in the 
_questioner’s mind, is it possible to answer ‘‘ Yes’’ ? 

Of course we have no right to be happy, no right to 
any combination of personal pleasurable relationshi 
or feeling, at the expense of a broken iaw of God. 
True, many of those who flatly insist on this ‘‘ right"’ 
question whether God is, or whether he has made such 
laws, But those who have been reared in reverence 
for God and his Book, who have seen in Jesus Christ 
a competent Lawgiver as well as a capable Saviour, 
will be slow to buy emotional satisfaction at such a 
price. And it would be well for the others to exam- 
ine once again the ‘law and the testimony,’ and the 
deep, wise, universal, eternal principles on which they 
are based, 

The happiness that is won at the cost of lowering 
our own high ideals, coarsening or blunting our own 
delicacy of conscience, dethroning the spirit of its 
supremacy over the flesh, abandoning our fidelity to 
promise and violating the rights of others, is a costly 
gain. The substitution of self-gratification, as a mo- 
tive, for fairness, duty, helptulness, works fatal havoc 
on the soul, The fact that such havoc is also accom. 
panied by spiritual blindness and insensibility ex- 
plains, no doubt, the small effect such considerations 
as this have on those who contemplate or have taken 
the step. 

‘* But,’’ says one, ‘‘ have we not a right to happi- 
ness if we obey the rules of the game?"’ We shall 
never have the great questions of morals and duty put 
on the right foundation till we learn to answer even 
this question, and with an eternal emphasis, ‘‘ No!" 

It is rather a bold thing, at the start, for any man 
to talk about his ‘‘rights'’ in the presence of God, 
Paul would have laughed, or shuddered, at that. The 
clay making inquisition of the potter! ‘‘ Right’ im- 
phes some claim derived from action on our part. 
‘And when we have done all, we shall be obliged to 
say, ‘‘ Unprofitable servants ; we have done that which 
it was our duty to do"'; 


‘* For merit lives from man to man, 
And not from man, O Lord, to thee.’’ 


The proper human attitude toward joy or pain, ‘* hap- 
piness’’ or sorrow, is, ‘‘ Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight.’’ 

Yet, looked at in imagination from the divine side, 
that of the heavenly Father who desires to do most for 
his earthly children, is not happiness the one gift he 
seeks to have them inherit? Even here, we must 
reahze that happiness is no soul's primary right, or 
good, or aim. At best it is a by-product. If we do 
look forward with the eye of faith and see the propo- 
sition of human faithfulness, goodness, and character, 
with the divine love and power, worked out into its final 
accompaniments of unbroken heavenly peace, joy, 
rapture, we are very certain that the one main aim is 
the deed and the character, and not the feeling. We 
are very certain of another thing, that, in the-stage in 
which we now are, the feeling is entirely subsidiary 
and incidental, and ever and again omissible. We 
might be ** happy*’ forever, and forever miss life's 
goal. We might never once be ‘‘happy,"’ and yet 
gloriously gain life’s goal. We are not here to be 
happy. We are here to be harmless, and holy, and 
helpful. We are here to be co-workers with God in 
the world's redemption. We are here to battle for 
the right and against the wrong. We are here to fight 
and foil the Adversary of souls. This light thing 
called ‘‘ happiness’’ has small place in the vocabu- 
lary of a soul that has weight or vision. 

God's men have not been ‘‘happy*’ men, They 
have been men pressed down by burdens, pierced 
with the pangs of human suffering and sin ; like their 
own Lord, ‘*men of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief." They have had sunshine, ‘the light that 
never was on land or sea.'" They have had peace, 
**such peace as the world neither gives nor takes." 
They have had joy, the joy of the warrior, of the life- 
saver, of the heart-fellow of Jesus Christ. They have 
not missed entirely the finer, ighter pleasures of lov. 
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ing humanity ; indeed, of these they have had the 
finest. ‘They may, or may not, know the love of wife 


‘and children ; they certainly know the sweet .fellow- 


ship of human love, service, gratitude. But, 'appre- 
ciating these things to the full, they have counted 
none of them dear and weighty beside this: ‘‘To 
accomplish Thy work!" ee 

A “right to happiness’’ | Let the child about his 
play ask that ; but let the full-grown man or woman, 
made in the image of God, made for God, ask only 
one right, that right itself a glorious gift of grace : the 
right to spend and be spent for ,humanity.; the right 
to be a beneficent spiritual power in this world ; the 
right to walk in the very footsteps of Christ! 

















When Christ’s Deity is Doubted 


People are never won to vital belief in a spiritual 
truth simply by being told that it is the truth and that 
they ought to believe in it. Nor are they won by in- 
tellectual proofs of the truth, no matter how clear and 
unanswerable such proofs are. It is a more difficult 
task than that which confronts the earnest New Jersey 
Sunday-school worker whose problem is stated in this 
letter : 

Knowing how much you have published in the Times on 


the Deity of Christ, [ am going to take the liberty of writing 
to you for a little help in a case I know of. 


A young girl of twenty, who used to be in my Sunday-school, : 


has during the past year questioned very much in hér own 
mind Christ's Deity. I had her in my class for eight years, 
when she was taken out to assist in the primary department, 
and a year after that I moved away from the city. I have 
always kept in communication with her, and before have 
always been able to help her out and get her to see things in 
the right light, even at one time when she questioned if there 
was really a God at all. This was about four years ago, and 
since that time she has been an active worker in Christian 
Endeavor and Sunday-school, but somehow or other she 
seems to have lost her faith in Christ as the Saviour of the 
world, and thinks him but a mere man on a higher plane than 
the rest of us, I seem to be unable to help her this time. 

I have been to see her, have sent her reading matter ; but it 
all refers to the Bible for trath,‘dnd‘ that does‘ not satisfy ‘her. 
She wants something outside of the Bible itself, and my main 
reason for writing you is to ask if you. can recommend some 
book of that kind that would be of help to her. When I went 
to talk with her, I went prepared to talk from the Bible stand- 
point, but I found since she has left ‘the class: her faith in the 
Bible has changed as well, and she has come to believe that it 
is not inspired, and was written by very superstitious people 
and ignorant fishermen. She even told me that she : thought 
the time had come in her life when Christ was of no use to her, 

She cited an incident where she had been trying to over- 
come a certain sin, and Christ had seemed to help’when she 
first took him for her Saviour and united with the church, but 
after a time she did not seem to have his help, and she gave 
up yy for it, leaning entirely upon her own will power ; 
and she had done more in conquering this sin since she had 
given up seeking his help than she had before. 

‘This, of course, was a great surprise to me, for I know from 
my own experience what a help he is in conquering sin in our 
lives. I told her my own experience in this. direction ; and 
while she has promised to consider both sid2s of the question, 
and wants to get to the right of it, I feel she needs more help 
than I can give her. 


And she needs more help than any human being 
can give her, but not more help than can come to-her 
through a human being. The work of changing the 
heart and mind and present life-attitude of this young 
girl is wholly superhuman, Only God can accom- 
plish it.. Therefore consider two or three things, 

If God must literally effect the result, that fact 
dlrives us at once to God, to ask him in prayer to do 
this. Intercessory prayer for this girl is the very first 
step; and that prayer must be patient, persistent, 
unceasing, faith-filled, and prayed through to the 
end, no matter how far off or how near that end may 
be. The prayer should be intelligent, painstaking 
prayer, laying before God such details of the need as 
seem, under the Spirit's guidance, to call for atten- 
tion. These details may vary from time to time, 
according to changing conditions ; but always the end 
is to be kept plainly in view, and confidently, joyously 
asked for: her yielding up her life to the mastery of 


* Jesus Christ as her Saviour and Lord and Life. 


If possible; she should be exposed to contact with 
some life that has what.she lacks and what she wiil, 
sooner or later, see that she lacks and will therefore 
come to desire for herself :'Christ. © This life must 
be, not that of one who merely believes in Christ as a 
Saviour, but one whose life zs Christ: whose whole being 
is surcharged and overwhelmed with Christ, and who 
lives such a victorious life, such a fruit-bearing life, 
so radiantly and irresistibly showing forth love, and 
power, and joys and résults utterly different from the 
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life of one who knows not Christ in this way, that the 
unbeliever will be challenged and compelled by it to 


‘a recognition of the vast difference between it and 
‘her own life. Is the former Sunday-school teacher of 


this girl letting Christ live this life of victorious wit- 
nessing through herself? Sometimes our longing to 


. help another is.used of God to a blessed and needed 


enrichment of our own lives with Himself, as a first 
necessity. 

Exposure also to an environment, if only for a few 
days, which is surcharged with Christ as the great 
dynamic and reality of life; is of great help. There- 
fore, if this girl can be induced to attend one 
of the summer conferences of young women such as 
are held at Northfield, Silver Bay, and other places, 
while the right persons there are told of her need 
and several join in special prayer for her liberation 
into life in Christ, this may prove to be the final need 
to the prayed-for end. Thousands of young women 
have found at such gatherings a type of Christianity 
which was all new to them ; and have gladly, though 
perhaps after a struggle, let its full riches into their 
own unsatisfied lives. 

If, at any time during these experiences, it seems 
wise to suggest her reading something on the Deity of 
Christ (and it may or may not be wise), two books of 
Christ-given ‘message are Bushnell’s «‘ The Charac- 
ter of Jesus’’ (Scribners, 60 cts.), and Speer’s ‘‘ The 
Deity of Christ’’ (Revell, 25 cts.), Better still, the 
time may come when she would be willing, in spite 
of her present attitude, to act on the suggestion that 
she read through, prayerfully and in honestly open- 
minded freedom from prejudice either for or against 
its truth, the Gospel of John ; and then that she read 
it through again, and again, asking herself honestly, 
and asking God also if she will, ‘‘what manner of 
man is this’’ of whom it tells. Miss Margaret Slat- 
tery has found such a simple plan blessedly effective, 
and recommends the use of a Red Letter New Testa- 
ment, in which the words of Jesus stand out in red 
type. Miss Slattery’s own account of soine of her ex- 
periences with girls who could not at first believe in 
the Deity of Christ was published in The Sunday 
School Times of July 15,1911 ; her views and those of 
Dr. John R. Mott, both of whom have had wide and 
blessed experience with young women or men in this 
life-determining problem, have entered into the coun- 
sel here offered. a4 AS LR heat Late 

And keep on praying. First, and throughout, and 
finally, pray. ‘* No man can say, Jesus is Lord, but 
in the Holy Spirit.’’ 

And God the Holy Spirit loves to grant this bless- 
ing to others, as well as to ourselves, whén we ask 


him for it. 
ax 
Our Dealings with Wrong-Doers 


What dealings shall we have with those who in 
important details of their life and practise do that 
which we know to be entirely wrong? We live ina 
world abounding with such people ; and the questicn 
is an incessant one, It takes a very practical turn in 
the cases presented by a Massachusetts reader : 

Some of the largest grocery stores in Boston, running teams 
to the suburbs, carry a full line of liquors. ‘Their groceries 
are of the best, so if a person trades with them he gets excel- 
lent groceries at reasonable prices. Should a Christian trade 
at a store of this kind, or go to a store where liquors are not 
sold? Should Christians patronize hotels in the cities which 
serve liquor, or should they seek out temperance hotels? 

We cannot limit our business dealings to those 
whose business is conducted aright in every respect. 
To attempt this would be to withdraw from the world, 
Most railroads, for example, serve liquor in their 
dining-cars ; it would plainly not be right to refrain 
from ever boarding a train of such a liquor-selling 
corporation. To live in the world, as Christ has said 
he wants us to do, we must have relationships, social 
and business, just as the early followers of Christ 
had, with those whose practises are un-Christian. 
Our relationship with such people must be deter- 
mined by our plain duty in other respects. If 
we . ought to take a railroad trip or purchase 
food, or secure hotel accommodations, by deal- 
ing with those whose business includes liquor- 
selling, then we ought to do this unhesitatingly, 
‘*asking no question for conscience’ sake.’’ If, on 
the other hand, we have the privilege of choosing be- 
tween a temperance business and a liquor-selling 
business for our patronage, and our needs can be as 
well cared for by the temperance busineés, there 
would seem to be no question as to our duty to 
patronize the temperance business, We ought to 
support most heartily those who seek to serve the 
public in a first-class way while at the same time 
they decline to handle liquor. 
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LESSON FOR MAR. 10 (Mark 1: 29-45; Matt. 4: 23-25) 





NDIA has at least two hundred thousand lepers. 
Vast numbers of them are homeless outcasts, re- 
garded as under the very turse of their gods, refused 

shelter by their own kindred and driven out to die as 
homeless wanderers. Stricken. by a, disease that is 
loathsome, contagious, and incurable, they. are surely 
of all men most miserable. China has unnumbered 


thousands of these hopeless sufferers. I found in one 
village alone outside the city of Canton seven or eight 
hundred lepers herded together in dark, dismal houses 
unfit for human habitation. The authorities informed 
me‘that they estimated the number of lepers in their own 
province of Quantung at not less than fifteen thousand. 
Other provinces of Southern China are known to be 
terribly affected, while leprosy is quite common as far 
north as Hankow. A recent letter from Korea tells 
me that there are probably thirty thousand lepers in 
that country, of whom. the-greater majority are home- 
less outcasts. In Tokio I was informed by the head 
of the Japanese Medical Department that they had 
official knowledge of at least forty thousand families 
in Japan in which leprosy was known to exist. Ex- 
perience has shown us that it is safe.to multiply the 
acknowledged numbers by two or three in order to get 
at the actual total. It will. thus be seen that if. we 
confine our view to the great lands of the Orient we 
are confronted with an appalling mass of hopeless 
suffering amongst the lepers of the twentieth century. 

No words could exaggerate the needs of these 
suffering people. Not only is their bodily condition 
pitiable, as the disease destroys its victims inch by 
inch ; not only are they social outcasts, cut off from 
home, friends, and all the interests of healthy hu- 
waanity ; but in addition to this, and bitterest perhaps 
of all, the Eastern leper is taught to. regard his disease 
as a judgment from his gods, and he is, therefore, of 
all men most hopeless. . Should he be a Hindoo the 
existence of the disease breaks his caste-and deprives 
him of all the privileges accompanying it. Even 
Brahmans have come to our Leper Asylums, and 
hanging their heads in shame have confessed that 
though by birth.they belong. to the highest caste of all, 
now they are lepers and outcasts. 

But. definite instances are more convincing than 
abstract statements. Here is the story of Christina, 


whom I found in the asylum for lepers at Purulia in - 


Bengal. Christina was.a very young wife and‘ very 
young mother of one babe. When marks of leprosy 
appeared upon her, no sooner was it clear to her hus- 
band that his young wife was a leper than he imme- 
diately drove her forth from house and home as an 
unclean creature, never permitting her to see her child 
again. Shesought shelter at her parents’ house, in vain. 
For a month she was permitted to occupy a hut of 
sticks outside the village, and was brought a daily 
portion of rice, which was put down at a distance so 
that she might creep forth and get it. Finally, how- 
ever, she was driven from the village with stones and 
oaths and threatened with death if she ever returned. 


** Because Jesus Lives There”’ 

Helpless, homeless, and heaftbroken, she made a 
painful pilgrimage to a distant shrine, where she 
fasted and prayed in vain for a fortnight. After bath- 
ing in a sacred river equally-without result, she be- 
came one of the many thousands of wandering lepers 
to be found in the lands of the East. While-begging 
for food in the Bazar (or market-place) of Purulia, 
there met her one day a little Indian girl from the 
Mission School. The child knew of the asylum for 
lepers which the missionaries had provided, and she 
had learned that the religion of Jesus meant help and 
hope even for the outcast. 

Approaching the leper woman the little girl said, 
‘« Why do you wander and beg like this? Why not 
go to the Kushti Kana ?’’ (Leper asylum.) ‘* There,"’ 
she continued, ‘‘you will be received and kindly 
treated’’ ; and then added with the simplicity of a 
little child's faith, ‘* because Jesus lives there."’ 

Whatever may have been in her mind, she uttered 
a truth when she said these words. If there is one 
place more than another in which the very spirit of 
Jesus is embodied and lived out, it is surely in an 
asylum for homeless lepers, where in his name and 
for his sake his servants are giving welcome and shel- 
ter and sympathy. to these despised outcasts of heath- 
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How Christ is’Cleansing Lepers To-day 


By John Jackson, F.R.G.S.,, orct 





‘ Has Christever withdrawn-his command to ‘‘cleanse 
-the lepers’? . And did it ever occur to you that 
. there may be many. mere -lepers in the world to-day 
* than ‘there were when Ghrist gave that command ? 
: That there are at least half a million lepers in non- 
Christian ‘lands to-day, perhaps many more than 
“this, seems evident-from: the facts given by Mr. 
‘ Jackson. . Life is*being- gloriously transformed for 
many. of these--by.the power of the indwelling 
Christ. . For Christ can accomplish for and through 
a leper ‘the same miracles of blessing that he worked 
‘ through Paul and Finney. Read what he did 
through the ‘blind’ and lame leprous Chinese girl, 
"Un Ho; and then let us ask ourselves whether we 
are living up to the privilege into which this leper 
entered. Suppose, also, you tell your Sunday- 
school or-class of the seven lepers who stood among 
. the first ten in an all-India Sunday-school examina- 
tion inthe Bible a few yearsago. Are lepers worth 
helping? Are we doing our full duty by them, in 
prayer and other service ? 





enism. Christina, happily for her, acted on the 
advice of the little girl, and when I learned her story 
she: was one of many happy Christian leper women 
in the asylum at Purulia. 

Passing reference has been made to the lepers of 
Canton. In that neglected village, two miles without 
the city gates, I found one bright spot. This was the 
little church erected by the Mission to Lepers in 
India and the East. In -this building, on our arrival 
on Christmas Eve, we were welcomed by nearly one 
hundred leper converts gathered from out that envi- 
ronment of disease and misery. These wretched and 
forsaken people were outside all moral or ameliora- 
tive influences until 1898, when a knowledge of Chris- 
tianity was introduced among them in a manner 
which strikingly illustrates the possibilities of an ap- 
parently useless life. 


One Blind and Lame Leper’s Ministry 

Un Ho, a poor Chinese girl, was a blind singer, 
virtually the slave of a woman who traded on her 
gift-and her infirmity until illness compelled the girl 
to enter the Medical Mission Hospital. Here it was 
found necessary to amputate one of her legs, and be- 
fore-she left the hospital it was discovered that she 
was a leper. Blind, one-legged, and a leper ! Surely 
nothing was left to such a maimed creature but to 
creep into a hole and die, And so she probably 
would have done, had not a new hope and a new 
power come into her life during those months in the 
Mission Hospital. Blind without, she had received 
sight within. Poor Un Ho had found Jesus Christ, 
and realized that the true life is the life of the Spirit. 
Though the ‘* outward man’’ was perishing, yet the 
‘‘inward man’’ was so renewed that when she had, 
of necessity, to take up her abode with her fellow- 
sufferers in the leper village, she at once began to 
share with them the new joy that had come into her 
life. Earnestly and faithfully she both lived and 
preached the gospel among this community of doomed 
beings. Nor was her labor in vain. Soon the mis- 
sionaries found nearly thirty lepers with an intelligent 
knowledge of Christian truth, and they were baptized 
as the first-fruits of Un Ho's efforts and as the nucleus 
of a church among the Canton lepers. 

Before long Un Ho and her companions felt their 
need of a chapel where they could worship, in place 
of the cramped little room in which they assembled 
at first. They proved their sincerity by themselves 
raising, with no little self-denial, thirty dollars toward 
the purchase of a site. When this had been secured 
by the aid of missionaries and some Chinese Chris- 
tians, they appealed to the Mission to Lepers for 
funds wherewith to build. To this appeal a favora- 
ble response was: made, and soon a congregation of 
grateful Christian lepers were worshiping in their own 
airy and comfortable building. The opening services 
were most. impressive ;' the chapel was crowded with 
three hundred lepers and visitors, the latter being ac- 
commodated in a separate section. 


Secretary of the Mission to Lepers in India and 
author of “Mary Reed,” “In Leper Land,” etc. 













For a considerable time Un Ho was the only teaciier 
available for this community, but she labored among 
them with rare devotion. As the disease advanced 
her voice became so affected that finally she was re- 
duced to whispering her messages into the ear of an- 
other, who repeated them: in a voice that could be 
heard by the assembled company. It was a striking 
sight that greeted us as we entered the chapel of the 
leper village. They had decorated it and dressed 
themselves in their brightest and best in honor of the 
occasion. It was impossible to listen unmoved: to 
their earnest prayers and their singing of the special 
hymns. It was my privilege to speak to them sonie 
words of cheer and help, to which they listened with 
profound attention, and afterward to distribute among 
them gifts and prizes, which caused them unbounded 
delight. Surely in the story of Un Ho and her 
work is a striking illustration of the fact that God 
takes the weak things of the world and the things 
that are not, to accomplish his purposes, It is con- 
vincing evidence that where there is a Christ-mastered 
will there is sure to be a way in which effective service 
can be rendered. 

The Mission to Lepers in India and the East, which 
is carrying on work in eighty centers in Oriental 
lands, is both international and interdenominational. 
Though its headquarters are in Great Britain, where 
it was founded thirty-six years ago, it has its Amer- 
icaaw committees with a representative Board of:Refer- 
ence, embracing the leaders of all the churches. *It 
is eminently fitting that a work so Christ-like in its 
character should be carried on regardless of sectarian 
differences, and the work of ministering to the ‘lepers 
shows us the evangelical churches united in obeying 
their Master’s command to cleanse the lepers. In 
many of these stations the work is under the supervis- 
ion of missionaries of American Boards, and in others, 
of European societies, - While the primary aim of the 
Mission is to supply the wants of the lepers and to lead 
them to a knowledge of Christ and his’ salvation, 
medical work is also carried on in all the principal 
asylums. 

At present there is no actual cure for the disease, but 
alleviation is effected by the use of certain remedies. 
Although as a department of Christian philanthropy 
the work of the Mission is deserving of sympathy, yet 
it is in its highest aim of leading the lepers to Christ 
that it has proved pre-eminently successful. These 
stricken people respond with remarkable readiness to 
the story of the gospel, commended as it is to them 
by the practical kindness that gives them home and 
shelter. It is striking evidence that the néeds of the 
most outcast class are rising up before the Christian 
consciousness of our day, and also that Christianity 
has help and hope for the most degraded and desti- 
tute, when it is recorded that there are to-day in con- 
nection with the stations of the Mission to Lepers 
fully four thousand Christian converts. When ‘we 
remember the unmitigated misery of their homeless 
condition, this is surely a proof that in the deepest 
sense of all,—that is, the spiritual sense, —the lepers 
are being cleansed. 


Their Prayer Life 

The fruits of the Spirit in the form of prayer-life and 
self-sacrifice are not wanting amongst our leper Chris- 
tians. Jn the Chandkuri Asylum a sunrise prayer- 
meeting is held every morning by some of the most 
earnest of the Christian women. ‘The lepers of the 
Asansol Asylum held all-night prayer-meetings, which 
were the beginning of a revival in that district. 

They have shown their love for the Bible in many 
ways, not least by regular contributions to the funds 
of the Bible Society. After hearing an address on 
its work the Christian lepers of Purulia contributed 
an offering of $22, and this has been followed by reg- 
ular contributions since. Some of the most success- 
ful Sunday-schools in India are held in our leper 
asylums. A few years ago, when the results of the 
all-India Sunday-school Scripture examinations were 
announced, it was found that of the ten candidates at 
the head of the list seven were Christian lepers. 

(The Secretary of the Mission to Lepers for the 
United States is W. M. Danner, 105 Raymond 
Street, Cambridge, Mass., who will be very glad to 
Surnish further information respecting the work.) * 
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that word ‘‘happiness.’’ ‘The spirit that asks if we 
have a right to that, and proposes to climb to it over 
the broken laws of God and man, has utterly miscon- 
eeived what happiness is. In its original meaning 
happiness was a state of ‘‘ good hap,’’ the fortunate 
state, the state that had received the best that could 
come to it, or at least a very genuine good, It was 
the heathen synonym for the Christian ‘ blessed,’’ 
given by impartial fate or capricious deities, where 
the latter, blessedness, is bestowed by all-wise and 
holy beneficence. But neither of these conceptions 
finds place in the word as it is used in this question. 
‘Happiness here is pleasant human association, con- 
genial companionship, satisfied and yet unsated desire, 
delights, pleasure, ‘‘thrills.’' In the light of that 
definition, which is clearly the one foremost in the 
_questioner’s mind, is it possible to answer ‘‘ Yes’’ ? 

Of course we have no right to be happy, no right to 
any combination of personal pleasurable relationshi 
or feeling, at the expense of a broken law of God, 
True, many of those who flatly insist on this ‘‘ right’ 
question whether God is, or whether he has made such 
laws, But those who have been reared in reverence 
for God and his Book, who have seen in Jesus Christ 
a competent Lawgiver as well as a capable Saviour, 
will be slow to buy emotional satisfaction at such a 
price. And it would be well for the others to exam- 
ine once again the ‘‘ law and the testimony,’ and the 
deep, wise, universal, eternal principles on which they 
are based, 

The happiness that is won at the cost of lowering 
our own high ideals, coarsening or blunting our own 
delicacy of conscience, dethroning the spirit of its 
supremacy over the flesh, abandoning our fidelity to 
promise and violating the rights of others, is a costly 
gain. The substitution of self-gratification, as a mo- 
tive, for fairness, duty, helptulness, works fatal havoc 
en the soul, The fact that such havoc is also accom. 
panied by spiritual blindness and insensibility ex- 
plains, no doubt, the small effect such considerations 
as this have on those who contemplate or have taken 
the step. 

‘* But,’' says one, ‘‘ have we not a right to happi- 
ness if we obey the rules of the game?'' We shall 
never have the great questions of morals and duty put 
on the right foundation till we learn to answer even 
this question, and with an eternal emphasis, ‘‘ No !"’ 

It is rather a bold thing, at the start, for any man 
to talk about his ‘‘rights'’ in the presence of God, 
Pau! would have laughed, or shuddered, at that. The 
clay making inquisition of the potter! ‘ Right'’ im- 
phes some claim derived from action on our part. 
‘And when we have done all, we shall be obliged to 
say, ‘‘ Unprofitable servants ; we have done that which 
it was our duty to do"'; 


‘* For merit lives from man to man, 
And not from man, O Lord, to thee.’’ 


The proper human attitude toward joy or pain, ‘* hap- 
piness’’ or sorrow, is, ‘‘ Even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight.’’ 

Yet, looked at in imagination from the divine side, 
that of the heavenly Father who desires to do most for 
his earthly children, is not happiness the one gift he 
seeks to have them inherit? Even here, we must 
realize that happiness is no soul's primary right, or 
good, or aim. At best it is a by-product. If we do 
look forward with the eye of faith and see the propo- 
sition of human faithfulness, goodness, and character, 
with the divine love and power, worked out into its final 
accompaniments of unbroken heavenly peace, joy, 
rapture, we are very certain that the one main aim is 
the deed and the character, and not the feeling. We 
are very certain of another thing, that, in the-stage in 
which we now are, the feeling is entirely subsidiary 
and incidental, and ever and again omissible. We 
night be *‘happy'’ forever, and forever miss life's 
goal. We might never once be ‘‘happy,"’ and yet 
gloriously gain life’s goal. We are not here to be 
happy. We are here to be harmless, and holy, and 
helpful, We are here to be co-workers with God in 
the world’s redemption. We are here to battle for 
the right and against the wrong. We are here to fight 
and foil the Adversary of souls. This light thing 
called ‘‘ happiness ’’ has small place in the vocabu- 
lary of a soul that has weight or vision. 

God's men have not been ‘‘happy*’ men. They 
have been men pressed down by burdens, pierced 
with the pangs of human suffering and sin ; like their 
own Lord, ‘‘men of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief.’ They have had sunshine, ‘the light that 
never was on land or sea." They have had peace, 
** such peace as the world neither gives nor takes."’ 
They have had joy, the joy of the warrior, of the life- 
saver, of the heart-fellow of Jesus Christ. They have 
not missed entirely the finer, hghter pleasures of lov. 
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ing humanity ; indeed, of these they have had the 
finest. ‘They may, or may not, know the love of wife 


‘and children ; they certainly know the sweet .fellow- 


ship of human love, service, gratitude. But, ‘appre- 
ciating these things to the full, they have counted 
none of them dear and weighty beside this: ‘‘To 
accomplish Thy work!” ee, 

A “right to happiness’’ ! Let the child about his 
play ask that ; but let the full-grown man or woman, 
made in the image of God, made for God, ask only 
one right, that right itself a glorious gift of grace : the 
right to spend and be spent for ,humanity.; the right 
to be a beneficent spiritual power in this world ; the 
right to walk in the very footsteps of Christ! 








—— 











When Christ’s Deity is Doubted _ 

People are never won to vital belief in a spiritual 
truth simply by being told that it is the truth and that 
they ought to believe in it. Nor are they won by in- 
tellectual proofs of the truth, no matter how clear and 
unanswerable such proofs are. It is a more difficult 
task than that which confronts the earnest New Jersey 
Sunday-school worker whose problem is stated in this 
letter : 


Knowing how much you have published in the Times on 
the Deity of Christ, | am going to take the liberty of writing 
to you for a little help in a case I know of. 


A young girl of twenty, who used to be in my Sunday-school, . 


has during the past year questioned very much in her own 
mind Christ's Deity. I had her in my class for eight years, 
when she was taken out to assist in the primary department, 
and a year after that I moved away from the city. I have 
always kept in communication with her, and before have 
always been able to help her out and get her to see things in 
the right light, even at one time when she questioned if there 
was really a God at all. This was about four years ago, and 
since that time she has been an active worker in Christian 
Endeavor and Sund hool, but how or other she 
seems to have lost her faith in Christ as the Saviour of the 
world, and thinks him but a mere man on a higher plane than 
the rest of us, I seem to be unable to help her this time. | 

I have been to see her, have sent her reading matter ; but it 
all refers to the Bible for truth,'dand’‘ that does’ not satisfy ‘her. 
She wants something outside of the Bible itself, and my main 
reason for writing you is to ask if you can recommend some 
book of that kind that would be of help to her. When I went 
to talk with her, I went prepared to talk from the Bible stand- 
point, but I found since she has left ‘the class: her faith in the 
Bible has changed as well, and she has come to believe that it 
is not inspired, and was written by very superstitious people 
and ignorant fishermen. She even told me that she : thought 
the time had come in her life when Christ was of no use to her, 

She cited an incident where she had been trying to over- 
come a certain sin, and Christ had seemed to help’when she 
first took him for her Saviour and united with the church, but 
after a time she did not seem to have his help, and she gave 
up ang for it, leaning entirely upon her own will power ; 
and she had done more in conquering this sin since she had 
given up seeking his help than she had before, 

‘This, of course, was a great surprise to me, for I know from 
my own experience what a help he is in conquering sin in our 
lives. I told her my own experience in this direction ; and 
while she has promised to consider both sid+s of the question, 
and wants to get to the right of it, I feel she needs more help 
than | can give her. 


And she needs more help than any human being 
can give her, but not more help than can come to-her 
through a human being. The work of changing the 
heart and mind and present life-attitude of this young 
girl is wholly superhuman. Only God can accom- 
plish it.. Therefore consider two or three things, 

If God must literally effect the result, that fact 
drives us at once to God, to ask him in prayer to do 
this. Intercessory prayer for this girl is the very first 
step; and that prayer must be patient, persistent, 
unceasing, faith-filled, and prayed through to the 
end, no matter how far off or how near that end may 
be. The prayer should be intelligent, painstaking 
prayer, laying before God such details of the need as 
seem, under the Spirit's guidance, to call for atten- 
tion. These details may vary from time to time, 
according to changing conditions ; but always the end 
is to be kept plainly in view, and confidently, joyously 
asked for: her yielding up her life to the mastery of 





* Jesus Christ as her Saviour and Lord and Life. 


If possible; she should be exposed to contact with 
some life that has what.she lacks and what she will, 
sooner or later, see that she lacks and will therefore 
come to desire for herself: Christ. - This life must 
be, not that of one who merely believes in Christ as a 
Saviour, but one whose life zs Christ: whose whole being 
is surcharged and overwhelmed with Christ, and who 
lives such a victorious life, such a fruit-bearing life, 
so radiantly and irresistibly showing forth love, and 
power, and joys and résults utterly different from the 
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life of one who knows not Christ in this way, that the 
unbeliever will be challenged and compelled by it to 
“a recognition of the vast difference between it and 
‘her own life. Is the former Sunday-school teacher of 
this girl letting Christ live this life of victorious wit- 
nessing through herseif? Sometimes our longing to 


- help another is.used of God to a blessed and needed 


enrichment of our own lives with Himself, as a first 
necessity. 

Exposure also to an environment, if only for a few 
days, which is surcharged with Christ as the great 
dynamic and reality of life, is of great help. There- 
fore, if this girl can be induced to attend one 
of the summer conferences of young women such as 
are held at Northfield, Silver Bay, and other places, 
while the right persons there are told of her need 
and several join in special prayer for her liberation 
into life in Christ, this may prove to be the final need 
to the prayed-for end. Thousands of young women 
have found at such gatherings a type of Christianity 
which was all new to them; and have gladly, though 
perhaps after a struggle, let its full riches into their 
own unsatisfied lives. 

If, at any time during these experiences, it seems 
wise to suggest her reading something on the Deity of 
Christ (and it may or may not be wise), two books of 
Christ-given message are Bushnell’s ‘‘ The Charac- 
ter of Jesus’’ (Scribners, 60 cts.), and Speer’s ‘‘ The 
Deity of Christ’’ (Revell, 25 cts.), Better still, the 
time may come when she would be willing, in spite 
of her present attitude, to act on the suggestion that 
she read through, prayerfully and in honestly open- 
minded freedom from prejudice either for or against 
its truth, the Gospel of John ; and then that she read 
it through again, and again, asking herself honestly, 
and asking God also if she will, ‘‘what manner of 
man is this’’ of whom it tells. Miss Margaret Slat- 
tery has found such a simple plan blessedly effective, 
and recommends the use of a Red Letter New Testa- 
ment, in which the words of Jesus stand out in red 
type. Miss Slattery’s own account of some of her ex- 
periences with girls who could not at first believe in 
the Deity of Christ was published in The Sunday 
School Times of July 15,1911 ; her views and those of 
Dr. John R. Mott, both of whom have had wide and 
blessed experience with young women or men in this 
life-determining problem, have entered into the coun- 
sel here offered. ae iS Ses 40 erimenset as 

And keep on praying. First, and throughout, and 
finally, pray. ‘* No man can say, Jesus is Lord, but 
in the Holy Spirit.’’ 

And God the Holy Spirit loves to grant this bless- 
ing to others, as well as to ourselves, whén we ‘ask 


him for it. 
x 
Our Dealings with Wrong- Doers 


What dealings shall we have with those who in 
important details of their life and practise do that 
which we know to be entirely wrong? We live ina 
world abounding with such people ; and the question 
is an incessant one, It takes a very practical turn in 
the cases presented by a Massachusetts reader : 

Some of the largest grocery stores in Boston, running teams 
to the suburbs, carry a full line of liquors. ‘Their groceries 
are of the best, so if a person trades with them he gets excel- 
lent groceries at reasonable prices. Should a Christian trade 
at a store of this kind, or go to a store where liquors are not 
sold? Should Christians patronize hotels in the cities which 
serve liquor, or should they seek out temperance hotels? 

We cannot limit our business dealings to those 
whose business is conducted aright in every respect. 
To attempt this would be to withdraw from the world, 
Most railroads, for example, serve liquor in their 
dining-cars ; it would plainly not be right to refrain 
from ever boarding a train of such a liquor-selling 
corporation. To live in the world, as Christ has said 
he wants us to do, we must have relationships, social 
and business, just as the early followers of Christ 
had, with those whose practises are un-Christian. 
Our relationship with such people must be deter- 
mined by our plain duty in other respects. If 
we. ought to take a railroad trip or purchase 
food, or secure hotel accommodations, by deal- 
ing with those whose business includes liquor- 
selling, then we ought to do this unhesitatingly, 
‘*asking no question for conscience’ sake.’’ If, on 
the other hand, we have the privilege of choosing be- 
tween a temperance business and a liquor-selling 
business for our patronage, and our needs can be as 
well cared for by the temperance business, there 
would seem to be no question as to our duty to 
patronize the temperance business. We ought to 
support most heartily those who seek to serve the 
public in a first-class way while at the same time 
they decline to handle liquor. 





—— 
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NDIA has at least two hundred thousand lepers. 
Vast numbers of them are homeless outcasts, re- 
garded as under the very-turse of their gods, refused 

shelter by their own kindred and driven out to.die as 
homeless wanderers. Stricken. by a, disease that is 
loathsome, contagious, and incurable, they- are surely 
of all men most miserable. China has unnumbered 
thousands of these hopeless sufferers. I found in one 
village alone outside the city of Canton seven or eight 
hundred lepers herded together in dark, dismal houses 
unfit for human habitation. The authorities informed 
me‘that they estimated the number of lepers in theirown 
province of Quantung at not less than fifteen thousand. 
Other provinces of Southern China are known to be 
terribly affected, while leprosy is quite common as far 
north as Hankow. A recent letter from Korea tells 
me that there are probably thirty thousand lepers in 
that country, of whom. the-greater majority are home- 
less outcasts. In Tokio I was informed by the head 
of the Japanese Medical Department that they had 
official knowledge of at least forty thousand families 
in Japan in which leprosy was known to exist. Ex- 
perience has shown us that it is safe.to multiply. the 
acknowledged numbers by two or three in order to get 
at the actual total. It will. thus be seen that if. we 
confine our view to the great lands of the Orient we 
are confronted with an appalling mass of hopeless 
suffering amongst the lepers of the twentieth century. 

No words could exaggerate the needs of these 

suffering people. Not only is their bodily condition 
pitiable, as the disease destroys its victims inch by 
inch ; not only are they social outcasts, cut off from 
home, friends, and all the interests of healthy hu- 
manity ; but in addition to this, and bitterest perhaps 
of all, the Eastern: leper is taught to regard his disease 
as a judgment from his gods, and he is, therefore, of 
all men most hopeless. . Should he. be.a Hindoo the 
existence of the disease breaks his caste and deprives 
him of all the privileges accompanying it. Even 
Brahmans have come to our Leper Asylums, and 
hanging their heads in shame have confessed that 
though by birth: they belong. to the highest caste of all, 
now they are lepers and outcasts. 

But. definite instances are more convincing than 

abstract statements. Here is the story of Christina, 


whom I found in the asylum for lepers at Purulia in - 


Bengal. Christina was.a very young wife and @ very 
young mother of one babe. When marks of leprosy 
appeared upon her, no sooner was it clear to her hus- 
band that his young wife was a leper than he imme- 
diately drove her forth from house and home as an 
unclean creature, never permitting her to see her child 
again. Shesought shelter at her parents’ house, in vain. 
For a month she was permitted to occupy a hut of 
sticks outside the village, and was brought a daily 
portion of rice, which was put down at a distance so 
that she might creep forth and get it. Finally, how- 
ever, she was driven from the village with stones and 
oaths and threatened with death if she ever returned. 


** Because Jesus Lives There”’ 

Helpless, homeless, and heaftbroken, she made a 
painful pilgrimage to a distant shrine, where she 
fasted and prayed in vain for a fortnight. After bath- 
ing in a sacred river equally without result, she be- 
came one of the many thousands of wandering lepers 
to be found in the lands of the East. While-begging 
for food in the Bazar (or market-place) of Purulia, 
there met her one day a little Indian girl from the 
Mission School. The child knew of the asylum for 
lepers which the missionaries had provided, and she 
had learned that the religion of Jesus meant help and 
hope even for the outcast. 

Approaching the leper woman the little girl said, 
‘« Why do you wander and beg like this? Why not 
go to the Kushti Kana ?’’ (Leper asylum.) ‘* There,"’ 
she continued, ‘‘you will be received and kindly 
treated’’ ; and then added with the simplicity of a 
little child's faith, ‘‘ because Jesus lives there.’’ 

Whatever may have been in her mind, she uttered 
a truth when she said these words. If there is one 
place more than another in which the very spirit of 
Jesus is embodied and lived out, it is surely in an 
asylum for homeless lepers, where in his name and 
for his sake his servants are giving welcome and shel- 
ter and sympathy to these despised outcasts of heath- 
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How Christ is’ Cleansing Lepers Tolday 


By John Jackson, F.R.G.S 


: Has Christ ever withdrawn. his command to ‘‘cleanse 
-the lepers’’? . And did it ever occur to you that 
. there may be many .more-lepers in the world to-day 
‘ than ‘there were when Ghrist gave that command ? 
. ‘That there are at least half a million lepers in non- 
Christian ‘lands to-day, perhaps many more than 
< this;. seems evident-from: the facts given by Mr. 
‘ Jackson. . Life is*being: gloriously transformed for 
many. of ‘these--by.the power of the indwelling 
_ Christ. . For Christ can accomplish for and through 
a leper ‘the same miracles of blessing that he worked 
* through Paul and Finney. Read what he did 
: through the -blind' and lame leprous Chinese girl, 
’Un Ho; and hen let us ask ourselves whether we 
are living up to the privilege into which this leper 
entered. Suppose, also, you tell your Sunday- 
school or.class of the seven lepers who stood among 
. the first ten in an all-India Sunday-school examina- 
tion inthe Bible a few yearsago. Are lepers worth 
helping? Are we doing our ful! duty by them, in 
prayer and other service ? 





enism. Christina, happily for her, acted on the 
advice of the little girl, and when I learned her story 
she. was one of many happy Christian leper women 
in the asylum at Purulia. 

Passing reference has been made to the lepers of 
Canton, In that neglected village, two miles without 
the city gates, I found one bright spot. This was the 
little church erected by the Mission to Lepers in 
India and the East. [In this building, on our arrival 
on Christmas Eve, we were welcomed by nearly one 
hundred leper converts gathered from out that envi- 
ronment of disease and misery. These wretched and 
forsaken people were outside all moral or ameliora- 
tive influences until 1898, when a knowledge of Chris- 
tianity was introduced among them in a manner 
which strikingly iHustrates the possibilities of an ap- 
parently useless life. 

One Blind and Lame Leper’s Ministry 

Un Ho, a poor Chinese girl, was a blind singer, 
virtually the slave of a woman who traded on her 
gift'and her infirmity until illness compelled the girl 
to enter the Medical Mission Hospital. Here it was 
found necessary to amputate one of her legs, and be- 
fore-she left the hospital it was discovered that she 
was aleper. Blind, one-legged, and a leper ! Surely 
nothing was left to such a maimed creature but to 
creep into a hole and die, And so she probably 
would have done, had not a new hope and a new 
power come into her life during those months in the 
Mission Hospital. Blind without, she had received 
sight within, Poor Un Ho had found Jesus Christ, 
and realized that the true life is the life of the Spirit. 
Though the ‘‘ outward man’’ was perishing, yet the 
‘*inward man’’ was so renewed that when she had, 
of necessity, to take up her abode with her fellow- 
sufferers in the leper village, she at once began to 
share with them the new joy that had come into her 
life. Earnestly and faithfully she both lived and 
preached the gospel among this community of doomed 
beings. Nor was her labor in vain. Soon the mis- 
sionaries found nearly thirty lepers with an intelligent 
knowledge of Christian truth, and they were baptized 
as the first-fruits of Un Ho's efforts and as the nucleus 
of a church among the Canton lepers. 

Before long Un Ho and her companions felt their 
need of a chapel where they could worship, in place 
of the cramped little room in which they assembled 
at first. They proved their sincerity by themselves 
raising, with no little self-denial, thirty dollars toward 
the purchase of a site. When this had been secured 
by the aid of missionaries and some Chinese Chris- 
tians, they appealed to the Mission to Lepers for 
funds wherewith to build. To this appeal a favora- 
ble response was: made, and soon a congregation of 
grateful Christian lepers were worshiping in their own 
airy and comfortable building. The opening services 
were most. impressive ;' the chapel was crowded with 
three hundred lepers and visitors, the latter being ac- 
commodated in a separate section. 


" Organizing Secretary of the Mission to Lepers in India and 
®9- the East; author of “Mary Reed,” “In Leper Land,” etc. 
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For a considerable time Un Ho was the only teaciser 
available for this community, but she labored among 
them with rare devotion. As the disease advanced 
her voice became so affected that finally she was re- 
duced to whispering her messages into the ear of an- 
other, who repeated them-in a voice that could be 
heard by the assembled company. It was a striking 
sight that greeted us as we entered the chapel of the 
leper village. They had decorated it and dressed 
themselves in their brightest and best in honor of the 
occasion. It was impossible to listen unmoved: to 
their earnest prayers and their singing of the special 
hymns. It was my privilege to speak to them sonie 
words of cheer and help, to which they listened with 
profound attention, and afterward to distribute among 
them gifts and prizes, which caused them unbounded 
delight. Surely in the story of Un Ho and her 
work is a striking illustration of the fact that God 
takes the weak things of the world and the things 
that are not, to accomplish his purposes, It is con- 
vincing evidence that where there is a Christ-mastered 
will there is sure to be a way in which effective service 
can be rendered. 

The Mission to Lepers in India and the East, which 
is carrying on work in eighty centers in Oriental 
lands, is both international and interdenominational. 
Though its headquarters are in Great Britain, where 
it was founded thirty-six years ago, it has its Amer- 
icaw committees with a representative Board of ‘Refer- 
ence, embracing the leaders of all the churches, “It 
is eminently fitting that a work so Christ-like in its 
character should be carried on regardless of sectarian 
differences, and the work of ministering to the ‘lepers 
shows us the evangelical churches united in obeying 
their Master's command to cleanse the lepérs. In 
many of these stations the work is under the supervis- 
ion of missionaries of American Boards, and in others, 
of European societies. - While the: primary aim of the 
Mission is to supply the wants of the lepers and to lead 
them to a knowledge of Christ and his: salvation, 
medical work is also carried on in all the principal 
asylums. 

At present there is no actual cure for the disease, but 
alleviation is effected by the use of certain remedies. 
Although as a department of Christian philanthropy 
the work of the Mission is deserving of sympathy, yet 
it is in its highest aim of leading the lepers to Christ 
that it has proved pre-eminently successful. These 
stricken people respond with remarkable readiness to 
the story of the gospel, commended as it is to them 
by the practical kindness that gives them home and 
shelter. It is striking evidence that the néeds of the 
most outcast class are rising up before the Christian 
consciousness of our day, and also that Christianity 
has help and hope for the most degraded and desti- 
tute, when it is recorded that there are to-day in con- 
nection with the stations of the Mission to Lepers 
fully four thousand Christian converts. When ‘we 
remember the unmitigated misery of their homeless 
condition, this is surely a proof that in the deepest 
sense of all,—that is, the spiritual sense, —the lepers 
are being cleansed. 


Their Prayer Life 

The fruits of the Spirit in the form of prayer-life and 
self-sacrifice are not wanting amongst our leper Chris- 
tians. Jn the Chandkuri Asylum a sunrise prayer- 
meeting is held every morning by some of the most 
earnest of the Christian women. ‘The lepers of the 
Asansol Asylum held all-night prayer-meetings, which 
were the beginning of a revival in that district. 

They have shown their love for the Bible in many 
ways, not least by regular contributions to the funds 
of the Bible Society. After hearing an address on 
its work the Christian lepers of Purulia contributed 
an offering of $22, and this has been followed by reg- 
ular contributions since. Some of the most success- 
ful Sunday-schools in India are held in our. leper 
asylums. A few years ago, when the results of the 
all-India Sunday-school Scripture examinations were 
announced, it was found that of the ten candidates at 
the head of the list seven were Christian lepers. 

(The Secretary of the Mission to Lepers for the 
United States is W. M. Danner, tos Raymond 
Street, Cambridge, Mass., who will be very glad to 
furnish further information respecting the work.) 
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Going to Church- in Noah’s Day 


Does this cave-discovery throw light on the church-going of Noah’s time, or 
is it only a glimpse of life that was crude and ancient even in those days? 
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HERE has been found in the caves of southern 
France what is believed to be a sanctuary of 
the antediluvians,—‘: Pleistocene men,’’ as the 

geologists call them, They were those inhabitants of 
the earth which the close of the glacial period caught 
in some of its cataclysms. Professor George Freder- 
ick Wright and other geologists believe that these 
were antediluvian men, and that the close of the 
glacial period furnished the principal natural elements 
in occasioning the great deluge of Noah, Rather 
interesting, isn’t it, to think of these cave explorers 
‘* going to church’’ to one of the sanctuaries of the 
antediluvians? It is only a mystery cave associated 
with some more or less sacred animals, and contain- 
ing some cabalistic marks. If this is really a fair 
indication of the religion of those men of Noah's day, 
it is not a surprising thing that his preaching was a 
failure among them, 

However, we will not think too hard of the ante- 
diluvians because of the character of the worship of 
the cave-dwellers, or cliff-dwellers, of those days. 
We would hardly like future archeologists of a few 
thousand years hence to judge the religion of Ameri- 
cans in this year of our Lord 1912 by some scrawis 
and cabalistic signs of magic found in the caves and 
cliff-dwellings of this land. And we have no assur- 
ance that the remains of the cave-dwellers among the 
antediluvians were any more representative of civiliza- 
tion then than American cave- and cliff-dwellings are 
of civilization now and here. Such dwellings might 
easily be the only dwellings left by the dreadful 
scouring of the earth’s surface by floods and broken 
ice at the close of the glacial period. - It would be as 
unfair to judge the civilization of that old world by 
these remains as to judge Muhammadan civilization 
by the same method, if some mighty cataclysm should 
sweep off from the earth's surface every vestige of 
Arabic, Moorish, and Saracenic architecture, and 
leave nothing by which to judge the civilization of 
Islam except the cave-dwellings of North Africa, 


Se whole series of the Aramaic papyri of Elephan- 
tine, the discovery of which made such a stir 

some time ago, has been published by the Ger- 
man scholar Professor Sachau, It is now ready for 
the careful study of all who care to undertake such a 
work, These papyri are from the fifth century B. C., 
and they parallel, to some slight extent, some Old 
Testament literature, especially Nehemiah ; but they 
do not contain any portion of the Scriptures them- 
selves. These papyri are being very much discussed. 
Indeed, they have gotten beyond the stage of ‘ dis- 
coveries,’’ and have become part of the material of 
criticism. A multitude of things are discussed in 
connection with them, but only those which rise 
into real importance in Bible study will be noticed 
here. Others will receive attention later, if at some 
time they prove of sufficient interest to Bible students 
generally, Two things interest us now. 

The first of these important things is that the Jews 
had, at that period, built a temple and offered sacri- 
fice far from Jerusalem, at Assuan in upper Egypt. 
This has been much urged against the radical criti- 
cism, and, just now especially, by the distinguished 
Professor Margoliouth of Oxford. For it must be 
remembered that one of the sharp points of attack on 
the early authorship of the Pentateuch is that the idea 
of a single and central place of worship for the people 
of Israel did not exist in the earlier days of Israel ; 
that references to this which we find in the Pentateuch 
were put there by later writers, and are evidences 
of the late authorship of the Pentateuch. This posi- 
tion is accompanied, also, by the assumption that after 
the exile the Jews believed in and held to the cen- 
tral-worship idea. Thus Wellhausen lays down the 
first stone of the foundation of his Pentateuchal 
criticism in these words: ‘* The retu:ning exiles 
were thoroughly imbued with the ideas of. Josiah's 
reformation, and had no thought of worshiping ex- 
cept in Jerusalem. It cost them no sacrifice of 
their feelings to leave the ruined high places unbuilt. 
From this date, all Jews understood, as a matter of 
course, that the one God had only one sanctuary.”’ 
But here is this petition of the Jews at Syene (Assuan), 
in the year 407 B. C., after Nehemiah's return, de- 
claring that they had built a temple there, and estab- 


It is probably a surprise to many readers of The 
Sunday School Times that there is such an abund- 
ance and freshness and variety of material, turned 
up by Biblical archeology and research, as Professor 
Dr. Melvin Grove Kyle is laying before us in this 
every-other-week department. And now his de- 
partment is to be still further enriched by letters 
directly from the field of Bible lands. Dr. Kyle 
has recently sailed for Egypt, where he will spend 
some weeks in the British School of Archeology, 
with Professor Dr. W. M. Flinders Petrie, at the 
excavations at Heliopolis, the ancient On, where 
Joseph's father-in-law ministered as priest. He will 
follow this with a month of research and lecturing 
in Palestine, going thence into Asia Minor and 
Greece. 

Dr. Kyle’s review of current news will continue 
uninterruptedly, as given herewith, in the fourth 
issue of each month, including research notes written 
in the presence of the antiquities themselves ; his 
second-of-the-month papers will take the form of 
letters from the fiold, enlivened by such typical inci- 
dents as give zest to the camp-life and travel of the 
archeologist. His first papers from abroad may be — 
expected about May; in the meantime the present 
series will continue here in bi-weekly papers. 








lished a system of worship and of sacrifices, and 
evidencing that they expected the approval of the 
Jews at Jerusalem in rebuilding that temple and re- 
establishing that sacrificial worship. It evidences 
also that they received from the governor of the Jews 
permission so to do,—a thing which, had it been 
opposed by the Jews at Jerusalem, was utterly.incon- 
sistent with the Jewish policy of the Persian Empire 
in the days of Nehemiah. 

The second important point for Bible students which 
Professor Margoliouth notes in these papyri is that 
the dispersion of Israel, of which Isaiah makes so 
much in his prophecies, but which some propose to 
take from him and give to a later author, —a ‘‘ second 
Isaiah,’’—had really begun in Isaiah’s own day. So 
this argument for the division of Isaiah may turn out 
to be on the other side. 

The Professor makes still another suggestion which 
is not a little disconcerting to all who are interested in 
the evidence which these papyri supply. He points 
out with wonderful acuteness quite a number of little 
things, various astonishing peculiarities, some of 
which are decidedly German in appearance, and inti- 
mates that he strongly suspects that the whole collec- 
tion of these papyri is a. forgery by some clever Ger- 
man scholar. That is rather appalling. Not so 
alarming, however, as it might seem. Bible students 
are in no real danger from forgeries. A forged manu- 
script of ancient literature is certain véry soon to be 
detected. The discovery of such a forgery does not 
throw the slightest suspicion upon the great docu- 
ments of accepted ancient literature. If this suspicion 
of these papyri is well founded, we shall soon know it 
beyond a shadow of adoubt. | A hundred of the keen- 
est eyes in the world are upon these documents. 


Elephantine Papyri. Professor D. S. Margoliouth, The 
Expositor, January, 1912, pp. 69-85. 


HE following query is raised by a reader of The 
Sunday School Times: ‘‘I have recently been 
told that discoveries in the explorations of the 

ruins of the city of Babylon show that the city was 
not taken by the turning of the river Euphrates from 


its bed by Cyrus, King of Persia, but that he entered’ 


the city through its gates. This seems to contradict 
Bible history. Have you any information confirming 
this late theory ?*’ 

This inquiry brings to mind the testimony of the 
woman who said that in her Christian experience she 
could never have gotten over the hard places except 
for that blessed passage of Scripture, ‘‘ Grin and bear 
it." The Bible says nothing about the city being 
taken by the turning aside of the river. The Bible 
gives account of the revelry at the feast of Belshazzar, 
and adds only these words concerning the taking of 
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the city: ‘In that night Belshazzar, the Chaldean 
king, was slain. And Darius the Mede received the 
kingdom, being about threescore and two years old'’ 
(Dan. 5 : 30, 31). In addition to these words of his- 
tory are some prophecies. Jeremiah said, ‘‘One post 
shall run to meet another, and one messenger to 
meet another, to show the King of Babylon that his 
city is taken on every quarter; and the passages are 
seized, and the reeds they have burned with fire, and 
the men of war are affrighted’’ (Jer. 51 : 31, 32). 
Isaiah also had said, *‘Go up, O Elam ; besiege, O 
Media’’ (Isa. 21 ; 1-9). 

The account of the taking of Babylon by the turn- 
ing aside of the waters of the river is by Herodotus, 
and is probably in the main correct. It will be of 
interest to the inquirer to know that discoveries up 
to the present time approach nearer and nearer to a 
complete confirmation of the biblical account, and 
are in no case impossible of harmony with it, though 
not all the narrative is yet made clear. Daniel would 
be the ‘‘third ruler in the kingdom,”’ for Belshazzar 
himself was the second, Nabonidus being the first. 
He was not in the city. The general capitulation of 
the city was ‘‘without fighting,’’ according to the 
inscription of Nabonidus ; but a portion of the city 
was carried by assault later. And at this last conflict, 
the ‘‘ king’s son was slain.’’ The king, Nabonidus, 
has also left a prayer for his son, and that son’s name 
was Belshazzar. 


N CONNECTION with last autumn’s study of the 
sacking of Jerusalem and the transport to Babylon 
by Nebuchadnezzar of the vessels of the temple 

for the adornment of his o'vn palace or temple, it is 
of special interest to know of the discovery of an 
alabaster jar believed to have been from the personal 
collection of Nebuchadnezzar’ s works of art. It is not 
likely that any of the vessels of the temple will ever 
be seen again, as they were returned to Jerusalem. 
But here is a vessel from the same collection of the 
great Nebuchadnezzar. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s Works of Art. W. L. Nash, Society 

Biblical Archeology, 1910, page 180, 

HERE is a beautiful Egyptian priest’s apron in 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston that is of 
interest to us because of its intrinsic merit as an 

article ef most curious workmanship, and especially 
because of its suggestiveness in connection with the 
ephod worn by the high priest in the tabernacle in 
the wilderness. Only the conception of these two 
aprons is the same, the execution of them in artistic 
fashion being entirely different. This Egyptian cere- 
monial apron is a skin, probably that of the gazelle, 
beautifully prepared and as soft as the finest silk. The 
skin remains almost intact in its outline, thus showing 
still the animal from which it was taken, The artistic 
treatment is almost absolutely unique. It is not 
decorated by embroidery or gilding or stamping, or 
any other of the usual methods of adorning leather. 
Instead, by cutting through and through, a beautiful 
and delicate pattern is worked out. The cutting is 
done with the utmost exactness and delicateness, thus 
making a kind of coarse leather lace,—coarse only 


_ in appearance as compared with silk or linen lace, for 


in texture it is as soft and filmy as either, It cannot 
be said to be very beautiful, but must always have 
been, as it is to-day, an object of admiration because 
of the wonderful skill and patience wrought into it. 
What was the symbolism of this conception of an 
apron on the breast ef the priest at the altar? Proba- 
bly the same fundamentally as that of the ephod worn 
by the high priest in the tabernacle in the wilderness. 
Much about the tabernacle was Egyptian in form : 
the architecture, the overshadowing of wings, the 
ark or sacred box, probably this ephod or apron, as 
well as many other things, But only the materials 
and the form of the symbolism were taken over into the 
tabernacle. Into these was put a new and altogether 
higher meaning. God thus always makes his revela- 
tion through the known and the familiar. It would 
not be a revelation if he did not do so, but only a 
concealment and mystification. Appropriate symbol- 
ism does not belong to anybody who happens to use it. 
It belongs always to God, He cannot be debarred from 
using his own by the appropriation of it to heathen uses, 
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LESSON: FOR. MAR, 10 (Mark 1 : 29-45; Matt.4 : 23-25) 


Il. A CASE OF PARENTAL OBJECTION. 


OT long after Robert Moffat entered the service 
of James Smith of the Dukinfield Nurseries, he 
fell in tove with his employer's only daughter. 

The father had been afraid this might happen. 
Returning home from Manchester on that eventful 
day when he had promised his friend, the Rev. 
William Roby, to take into his employ the young 
Scotch gardener who felt called of God to be a mis- 
sionary, it suddenly occurred to him that perhaps it 
would cost him his daughter. 

But Mr. Roby was so anxious to have his young 
protégé near him, and there was no other opening. 
Besides, Smith liked the young man and he would 
make a good workman, 

Perhaps there was no ground for his fears, after all. 

The young man had been obliged to give up his plans, 
at least for the present. The London Society to whom 
he had offered himself, through Mr. Roby, had de- 
clined to accept him. There were so many appli- 
cants that only the best could be sent, and young 
Moffat had had little schooling. 
_ End as it might, James Smith had given his word, 
and he would stand by it, So, about New Year's, 
1816, Robert Moffat began work at Dukinfield Nur- 
series.: 

Very soon. he made the acquaintance of his mas- 
ter's young daughter. Beautiful in face, polished in 
manners, and the expectant of a considerable fortune, 
she had: attractions enough to win the heart of any 
man. And to young Moffat she had the added at- 
traction of an ihterest in missions as deep as his own. 
She had been educated in a Moravian school, and 
two years: before, at a meeting in Manchester, had 
been moved to pray-that some time she might be per- 


. mitted, to work in South. Africa. 
avy ; From-the. first Robert,.Moffat and Mary Smith, were 


thrown much together, and ere long, becoming deeply 
attached, they. plighted their troth one to another. 

For a time the course of their true love ran smooth. 
But by and by there was trouble. Through the inter- 
vention of Mr. Roby, the Directors in London were 
led to reconsider their decision, and bade the young 
Scotchman be ready. to sail within a few months, He 
was assigned at first. to the South Seas with John 
Williams, ‘But presently, deeming ‘‘thae,gtwa lads 
ower young to gang tegither’’— Moffat was twenty-one 
and Williams twenty—this was changed to South 
Africa.. Thus, strangely was God preparing to answer 
Mary Smith’s prayer. 

To his parents in Scotland his going was a trial of 
no common sort. Yet they did nothing to hinder, 
but bade him ‘‘Godspeed.’’ The old father wrote 
that ‘‘whatever might be their feelings, they dared 
not oppose his design, lest haply in so doing they 
should be found fighting with God."’ 


When the Difficulties Began 

‘ Notso Mary Smith's parents. Deeply pious though 
they were, and ardent promoters of missions, they de- 
clared they could not give up their daughter, and re- 
fused to allow her to go. 

Poor young Moffat! He had not realized that his 
going might cost him so much. But his life had been 
laid on God’s altar, and he would not withdraw it. 
Nor did Mary Smith ask it. The idea of a separation 
appalled them, but their pleasure must not interfere 
with God’s work. So Robert prepared to go out alone. 

By and by a letter came from the Directors, saying 
that ‘all candidates were expected. to take partners 
along with them.'" This was a new sorrow that cost 
Mary Smith many tears. Yet she offered to release 
Robert from his engagement, and let him choose an- 
other to go in her place. But to him this seemed 
little short of a crime. How could he offer his hand 
to another when his heart was still in Mary Smith's 
keeping? Yet if God willed it, he must obey. 

But God did not ask this sacrifice of him. ‘‘ From 
the clearest indications of His Providence, he bids me 
go out alone,’’ he wrote to his parents. 

And so it was settled. The Directors acquiesced in 
the decision, and on October 18, 1816, when Moffat 
sailed for South Africa, leaving his heart ‘in old Eng- 
land, no_ new tie had been formed to separate him 
from his loved one, and there was nothing to prevent 
his claiming his own should her parents ever be will- 


“ready ! 
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<Leve Stories of Great Missionaries 


By Belle M. Brain 





Does God himself choose the life-companion for 
the girl or man whose life is surrendered to God’s 
directing? That he does so is joyously realized 
by many; but seldom is his marvelous planning 
as evident. as in this story of the choosing of the 
life-partner for the great pioneer who accom- 
plished so much toward changing the face of 
Africa. In the one whom God chose for Robert 
Moffat, beauty and culture and wealth— incidental 
blessings—were added, and, with a missionary zeal 
as deep as his own, a longing to serve the King- 
dom in Africa. The story of the hindrance to this 
ideal love reveals the tragic truth that human 
beings can sorely interfere with God’s planning, 
if they will. How her parents blocked God’s 
way, and what God finally did because the 
young people trusted him to the uttermost, re- 
nouncing for the Kingdom’s sake what was more 
than their life, is told in this real life romance. 





ing to surrender her to him. Sore as was their sorrow 
at parting, the young lovers thanked God for this. 

Moffat’ s destination in Africa was Africaner's Kraal, 
in Namaqualand, beyond the confines of Cape Colony, 
where the Ebners were working. Africaner was the 
terror of the whole region, and all along the way from 
Cape Town, the young missionary heard dire predic- 
tions of the fate that awaited him, ‘‘One motherly 
dame shed tears over the comely lad,’’ says John 
Moffat, ‘‘ who, in her belief, was going into the mouth 
of the lion."’ 

But when Moffat reached the Kraal, Africaner 
seemed glad to see him and ordered his women to 
build him a house. In half an hour they had it all 
It was a frail structure, in shape like a _ bee- 
hive, with a single opening large enough to crawl in, 
yet he lived in it nearly six months, 

Africaner’s heart was soon won and the work pro- 
gressed fairly well, but life in the little hut was lonely 
and comfortless. Soon after Moffat arrived the Eb- 
ners withdrew, leaving him alone, with no prospect of 
reinforcement. He rarely saw a white face, and for 
nearly a year did not hear a word spoken in English. 


A Bachelor’s Life in the Field i 

Great indeed was his need of Mary Smith's care. 
‘«T have many difficulties to encounter, being alone,’ 
he wrote to his parents. ‘‘No one can do anything 
for me in my household affairs. I must attend to 
everything, which hinders my work, for I could wish 
to have almost nothing to do but instruct the heathen. 
I am carpenter, smith, cooper, tailor, shoemaker, 
miller, baker, and housekeeper—the last the most 
burdensome. An old Namaqua woman milks my 
cow, makes a fire, and washes. All the other things 
I do myself, though I seldom prepare anything till 
impelled by hunger. I wish many times my mother 
saw me. My house is always pretty clean, but oh, 
what a confusion among my linen.”’ 

During the long winter evenings at the old home in 
Scotland, his mother had taught her boys to knit and 
sew, while she told them thrilling stories of Moravian 
missions. Robert had sometimes rebelled, but now 
he was glad, for he frequently needed to make use of 
his needle. 

Meanwhile Mary Smith was very unhappy, far 
away in old England. She felt that God was calling 
her to Africa and she was doing wrong not to go. 
But her parents showed no signs of relenting. 

There was nothing to do but to wait and to pray, 
and this both the young people were doing. Thou- 
sands of miles lay between them, yet their prayers 
were ever ascending in united petition to heaven. 

Their great solace was letters—long, loving letters 
that kept them in touch with each other. But on 
November 26, 1818, one came to Robert in Africa 
that he was not glad to receive. In it his dear Mary 
told him, with sore sorrow of heart, that since her 
father declared he would never give his consent, she 
had at last relinquished all hope of coming to Africa. 
It was a blow that well-nigh crushed him, yet in his 
sorrow he drew closer to God. 

But God was merely testing the faith of his children, 
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and their prayers had been heard after all. Less than 
a month later Mary Smith's parents suddenly and 
unexpectedly gave their consent to her going ! 

‘* This is by no means what I expected a week ago,"’ 
she wrote to Robert's parents. ‘‘ Previous to the ar- 
rival of the last letters, my father persisted in saying 
I should never have his consent ; and my dear mother 
has uniformly asserted that it would break her heart ; 
nevertheless, they both yesterday calmly resigned me 
into the hands of the Lord, declaring they durst no 
longer withhold me."’ 

When the news reached Robert in Africa he wrote 
to his parents at once; ‘‘I have just received letters 
from Miss Smith, The whole scene is changed. I 
have now reason to believe that God will make her 
path plain to Africa, This, | trust, will be soon, for 
a missionary without a wife in this country is like a 
boat with one oar."’ 

Mary Smith lost no time in preparing to go to her 
lover. The wedding, of course, would take place in 
Africa. It was out of the question for Robert to come 
for his bride. It was a hard journey for a young girl 
to take all alone, and there was some delay in secur- 
ing her passage ; but at length, on September 7, 1819, 
she boarded the ‘‘ British Colony ’’ and sailed for the 
Cape in the care of a minister of the Dutch Church 
and his wife. 

Be it not thought that her going cost her no sorrow. 
Eager as she was to be at work with Robert in Africa, 
the anguish of parting with father and mother and 
brothers was almost unbearable. 


Could He Even Meet Her ? 

Meanwhile in Africa Robert was being put to an- 
other sore test. Early in 1819, Dr. Philip and Mr. 
John Campbell arrived from London to inspect the 
various stations, and begged Moffat to make the tour 
with them. They needed his help, but it would take 
nearly a year and prevent his meeting his betrothed 
when she landed in Africa. Was it his duty to go? 
Could he let strangers meet her, even though they 
were dear friends of his? But God had been good, 
and his work must be first. So he said he would go, 
and God accepted his spirit of sacrifice but did not 
exact its full payment. About midway in the journey 
war broke out with the Kaffirs, and the party had to 
turn back, bringing Moffat to Cape Town when the 
‘* British Colony’’ swung into port. 

Their meeting was very affecting. 
happiness seems almost full,"’ Mary Smith wrote to 
her parents. ‘‘I have found my dear friend all that 
my heart could desire,.except his being almost worn 
out with anxiety, and his very look makes my heart 
ache. Our worthy friend, Melville, met me on board 
and conducted me to his house, where a scene took 
place such as I never wish to experience again. We 
have received each other from the Lord and are 
happy.” 

To this Robert adds in the same letter : ‘* When 
your beloved daughter reached me it was to me noth- 
ing less than life from the dead. Mary, my own dear 
Mary, is now separated from you ; but let this. com- 
fort you, that although in a land of strangers, she is 
under the care of our ever-present God, and united to 
one who promises to be father and mother and hus- 
band to her.’’ 

Three weeks later, on December 27, 1819, the long- 
deferred wedding took place in St. George’s Church, 
Cape Town, Dr. Philip taking the place of the absent 
father, and the Melvilles opening their house for the 
feast. Shortly after, the young couple left in ox- 
wagons for their wedding journey of six hundred miles 
to their field. Such was the happy ending of the ro- 
mance of the Moffats. Theirs was a union truly ideal. 
For more than fifty years they walked hand in hand, 
doing God’s work with a zeal that has rarely been 
equaled. 

Ever and always Mary Moffat was the truest of help- 
meets. ‘‘ My father would never have been the mis- 
sionary he was, but for her care,’’ says their son. 
When God took her home, the sense of her loss 
overwhelmed Robert Moffat. <<‘ For fifty-three years 
I have had her to pray for me,"' was his first -pitiful 
cry when he found she had left him. But what a 
precious life-time memory and possession it was ! 

ScnHenectapy, N. Y. 


‘«‘My cup of 
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A Novel Library for Workers 


NE may find at 332 South Michigan Avenue, in 
Chicago, a new kind of library that will, 
it is hoped, have imitators in other cities. It 

is a public library especially tor Sunday-school teach- 
érs and others who are doing educational Christian 
work. Many Sunday-school workers are of limited 
means, and the libraries in their home towns do not 
éontain many books relating to the Sunday-school. 
Indeed there are libraries without a single book of 
Sunday-school methods in them, 

It is to supply the need of Sunday-school ieachers 
and workers that the Chicago library has been estab- 
lished, Through the generosity of a number of per- 
sons who wanted to do something to help the cause 
of the Sunday-school, space for the library was secured 
in an office building, and the expense of conducting 
the library was provided for. There is very !ittle 
‘¢red tape’’ in connection with the use of the library. 
Those who established it are only too glad to have it 
used ‘on the easiest terms possible. An entire section 
of the library is devoted to books on modeia methods 
in the Sunday-school. It contains a large number of 
the most valuable books on this subject. Not only 
the books by the best American authors are to be 
found in this section, but most of the best books by 
Sunday-school writers in other lands. A second sec- 
tion of the library is devoted to books on the art of 
teaching in the Sunday-school. Naturally this sec- 
tion is much patronized by the teachers in the Sun- 
day-school. There are books on teacher - training. 
One section of the library contains books on the great 
principles of education as applied to the work of re- 
ligious nurture, 

A most helpful feature of the library is an exhibit 
of the work done by successful schools, This ex- 
hibit, which will be permanent, contains much in the 
way of suggestion most helpful to Sunday-school offi- 
cers, superintendents, and teachers. Wishing to 
extend its influence as far as possible, those in charge 
of the library will be glad to supply information on 
books relating to the Sunday-school. A circular will 
be sent free to any one desiring it if a request for it is 
sent to the Library of Religious Education, 332 South 
Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. It would not 
be difficult for every city to have a library of this 
kind, and the investment would be a gocd one,— 
M. M. M. 
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The Sunday-School’s Young Brother 


HE Christian Endeavor Society has passed through 

a history very similar to that of the Sunday- 

school. The two organizations have met about 

the same criticisms, and have lived them down in 

about the same way. They attract the same set of 

workers. Both are biblical to the core, and both are 

loyal children of the church. Both have attained a 
position of assured stability. 

I have never heard of a Sunday-school and Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society clashing. Their spheres are 
concentric, but distinct, The Christian Endeavor 
Society studies the Bible, but with ends that are prac- 
tical and devotional. With the same enthusiasm of 
youth, the same boundless ingenuity and inventive- 
ness, the same conservatism of thought balanced by 
audacity of method, the same spirit of evangelism, it 
is‘no wonder that, during the three decades of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, that Society and the Sunday-school 
have everywhere gone hand in hand. They are com- 
plementary agencies, 

While this is true of the two movements in the 
large, it is faithfully true of the local churches. One 
of the commonest of Christian Endeavor committees 
is the Sunday-school Committee. To mention fully 
all the ways in which these committees are in the 
habit of aiding their Sunday-schools would require a 
pamphlet, but let me name a few of them. 

They solve the superintendent's most serious prob- 
lem by offering themselves as ever-available substitute 
teachers. Sometimes they form themselves into a 
normal class for this purpose, studying each lesson a 
week in advance, so as to be ready for acall. The 
Sunday-school committee becomes the superintend- 
ent’s aid on all special occasions, being ready to 
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decorate the room when festivals are observed, or 
gather the scholars to practise special music, or act 
as ushers, or promote a superb attendance on Rally 
Sunday. 

Sometimes they will provide solos or quartets, suit- 
able to particular lessons. Sometimes they will 
organize an impressive exercise for review days, one 
Endeavorer to a lesson, and all twelve lessons brought 
before the school in swift succession, 

The Endeavorers will illuminate with some striking 
exhibition of facts, by diagrams or pictures or essays 
or recitations, the various temperance and missionary 
lessons of the Sunday-school. Utilizing the Flower 
Committee of the society, they will honor with wreaths 
or bouquets the scholars that have the best quarter's 
record in the school. Utilizing the Music Committee 
of the Society, they will organize a Sunday-school 
choir, —an invaluable aid, if the superintendent knows 
how to use it, Utilizing the Christian Endeavor So- 
cial Committee, they will give occasional complimen- 
tary socials to the teachers or to certain classes or 
departments of the school. 

The Sunday-school Committee of the Endeavor 
Society has in‘ many schools done much for the Sun- 
day-school library. ‘‘ Library evenings’’ are held, 
different Endeavorers speaking of different classes of 
books in the library, and telling the most interesting 
facts about each. ‘‘Library socials’’ are not uncom- 
mon, the admission fee being a new book for the 
library. It is especially suitable for the Endeavorers 
to place in the Sunday-school library a bright assort- 
ment of Christian Endeavor stories and books on 
methods, They may well establish, also, a reference 
library, easily accessible and open all the time, con- 
taining books the teachers need in their preparation 
for the lesson. 

The visiting of the scholars is another important 
work the Endeavorers often undertake, When a 
scholar is absent they can find out the cause even better 
than the teacher could. Their calls upon sick schol- 
ars are sure to bring cheer and the comfort of com- 
radeship. These calls, of course, are not to take the 
place of the teachers’ visits, but to supplement them, 
and to aid those teachers whose classes are large or 
whose other work is absorbing. These visiting En- 
deavorers have organized Home Departments for not 
a few schools, and maintained successfully that pow- 
erful adjunct to Sunday-school work, 

I often hear of‘a systematic canvass of the com- 
munity made by the Endeavorers in search of new 
Sunday-school scholars. Often, too, the Sunday- 
school Committee watches the Sunday morning con- 
gregation for possible recruits, inviting all strangers 
into the school. Of course, the Endeavorers follow 
up these new scholars, introducing them to teachers 
and class, and making them feel at home. 

Many Sunday-schools are in existence that have 
been founded by Endeavor societies, being established 
in country school-houses, or in neglected city districts. 
Occasionally these Sunday-schools have grown into 
goodly churches, with Christian Endeavor societies of 
their own. 

A great deal of the Sunday-school lesson is sure to 
get into the Christian Endeavor prayer-meeting. 
Often the topics are akin, and references to the 
teachings of the Sunday-school are frequently heard 
in the later meeting. 

Sometimes the compliment is returned by a Chris- 
tian Endeavor prayer-meeting held in the Sunday- 
school. A few minutes thus occupied at the close of 
a session may be turned to magnificent account in 
deepening spiritual impressions and in bringing about 
decisions for Christ. 

The Endeavorers being thus ready and efficient in 
promoting the cause of the Sunday-school, should 
not the school be as zealous in advancing the interests 
of Christian Endeavor work? To be sure, there are 
only a few things that can be done, but those few 
things are important. The superintendent can read 
and emphasize the Christian Endeaver notices given 
him to announce. The teachers will have many an 
opportunity to urge membership in the Christian 
Endeavor Society... In. teaching. the lessons they can 
bear.in mind the Endeaver pledge, and. enforce its 
provisions by urgent precept. They can remember, 
too, the subject of the coming Christian Endeavor 
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To Utilize Present Allies and to Enlist New Ones 





prayer-meeting, and, if the lesson theme fits, they 
can drop many a thought-provoking suggestion there- 
upon. It is hard to see how the Sunday-school 
officers and teachers can learn the spiritual status and 
progress of their young charges in any better way 
than by occasionally attending the Endeavor prayer- 
meetings and watching them there. Indeed, they 
might all with profit become honorary members of 
the Society. 

In short, the best aid the Sunday-school can give 
the Christian Endeavor Society is to use it. Use it 
heartily. Use it trustingly. Use it practically and 
fully. Thus older brother and younger brother will 
grow: joyously together into the stature of Christ. — 
Amos R. Wells, Boston. 


' ~ 
Testaments Within the Stockade 


MOST non-exclusive organization is the Pocket 
Testament League! Among its charter mem- 
bers here in Birmingham, Alabama, are nearly 

fifty state convicts. 

These men are prisoners at the coal-mine known 
as No. 12, and on December 24,1911, the three hun- 
dred working at No. 12 were given an opportunity to 
sign the League pledge and pocket the little books as 
a Christmas gift. Few of the members over this 
broad land of ours prize them more than these men 
whose horizon is ever the grim stockade or the crum- 
bling walls of the mine. , 

After reading the suggestion in The Sunday School 
Times that Testaments be chosen for Christmas 
gifts, two of our citizens decided to reniember in this 
way the convicts in these camps, where one of the 
gentlemen has spent nearly all his Sunday afternoons 
for fifteen years in conducting a Sunday-school. 

Each ward in, the, prison is, necessarily, one class. 
And to induce the:men to study ‘the. lesson week after 
week, as well as to teach it to those who cannot 
read, he had to have them elect leaders among them- 
selves. This done, he presented each ‘‘class presi- 
dent’’ with a Bible and a quarterly,—the only ones 
in that-cell. 

Only two months ago one of these class presidents 
held up the dirty, tattered remnants of his Book, say- 
ing : ‘‘ This has saved me and lots of other men in 
my cell. The General gave it to me when I was 
made president five years ago, and I took it because 
I was proud of being elected, and liked to show the 
men how much I knew. But now,—well, God knows 
I love it!’’ 

Coming to this Sunday-school is, of course, volun- 
tary, yet more than half the prisoners are regular at- 
tendants. Many, gathering around their leader during 
the week, are studying the same Uniform Lesson we 
study ; the words we pass so glibly are spelled out 
laboriously in many hard prison bunks; they are 
read and re-read by criminals. sin-sick, home-sick, 
and hope-forsaken. Had you thought of that ? 

But their Sunday-school is not so different from 
ours if ours were conducted as one class. The exer- 
cises are much the same, and the men sing familiar 
gospel hymns, led by a piano purchased chiefly by 
themselves, —men who had nothing to subscribe save 
so many days’ work in the mine, It is played, 
usually, by a young white convict, and the loud sing- 
ing helps to drown the blunders of the work-stiffened 
hands. Ah! dow they sing,—forgetting for the in- 
stant the toil and shame and bleak monotony of their 
days ! 

The majority of these men are negroes, just well 
enough educated to want to live by their wits (verily, 
a ‘‘little learning is a dangerous thing’), and the 
great majority are long-term men, deserted by their 
wives and even their parents, hopelessly ‘‘ doing 
time,"’ suffering physically and mentally for their 
sins, and realizing sorely their need of a friend. Such 
has been to them this dear General, and such, ina 
still higher sense, is coming to be the Pocket Testa- 
ment and the Friend of friends. 

Oh, ye League members, reluctantly pledged, with 
a circumscribed view of the work, come to Slope No. 
12 some Sunday afternoon, and see the men in stripes 
fingering lovingly their little Christmas gifts !—Zee 
McCrae, Birmingham, Ala. 
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Lights and Shadows of a Soldier’s Life 





Vil. COMRADES 


T HAS been many changing moons since I attended 
a reunion of the Forty-seventh Regiment of 
Illinois Infantry. And I fear I may never attend 
another one until the Great Assembly. I would 
dearly love to. The ‘told boys’’ grow closer to my 
heart with every passing year. I was lonesome for a 
long time after the last reunion at which I forgathered 
with them. The years from eighteen to twenty-one 
are plastic impression plates of wax hardening into 
steel with the years. 

It is the Cause that makes Comrades. Not con- 
geniality, nor personality, Comrades may be as 
antagonistic in personality as the.sons of Jacob. They 
are church-members, club-members, Republicans, 
Democrats, Socialists, Insurgents, or any other human 
beings grouped together in one general class for high 
and earnest purposes. Brotherhood covers a mul- 
titude of sins—not wicked sins, you know, but 
disagreeable sins. Knowing who the dear Lord was, 
the society to which he was accustomed in heaven, 
its sweetness and purity, beauty and intelligence, I 
wonder many times how he could endure the disciples 
who clustered so closely around him. I have sat in 
a boat on a warm day with Galilean fishermen on the 
Sea of Galilee. And they were no sweeter nor any 
cleaner two thousand years ago than they are to- 
day. I don't think our blessed Lord *‘liked'’ them 
any better than I did. But, then, he ‘‘loved’’ them. 
Which is quite different. You can’t force yourself to 
‘‘ like" disagreeable people. But you can love them 
—dearly. For that is a command. And it’s easy 
for.a Christian to obey. It isn’t for any one else ; 
no. That's one of the tests of Christianity. I'm 
not sure but it is the supreme test. 


What Is a Comrade ? 

But in all organizations, a ‘‘comrade’’ is a ‘*com- 
rade.”’ ‘That is the only definition. ‘The dictionaries de- 
rive the’ word from the Spanish ‘‘camarada”’ ; Italian, 
‘*camera’’; English, ‘‘chamber’’; French, ‘‘cham- 
bre'’—‘* a military mess ; those living in the same 
chamber or tent ; an intimate association in occupa- 
tion or friendship.’’ But the meaning of a word, if it 
be a living word, isn’t established by the dictionary. 
It grows, like a man. And how are you going to 
define aman? The dictionary says it is * an indi- 
vidual of the human race.’’ ‘‘Specifically, a male 
adult of the human race.'' But that no more de- 
fines Ulysses S. Grant or Robert E. Lee than ‘‘a 
perennial plant which grows from the ground with a 
single permanent woody self-supporting trunk’’ defines 
a giant sequoia three hundred feet high, thirty feet in 
diameter, and seven thousand years old. You can’t de- 
fine ‘‘ friend’' in dictionary terms. And ‘‘ comrade’’ 
—that isn’t aname; that’'sa man. Tried by the fire- 
test ; by the wet fleece and the dry ; by long marches ; 
by hunger and thirst ; by the long line of gleaming 
bayonets ; by the thunder of the big guns; by the 
fierce reaping-hooks of flame ; by pain and wounds ; 
by the fierce grip of battle ; danger and death. That's 
what a Grand Army man or a Confederate Veteran 
means when he says ‘‘comrade.’’ How. are you 
going to put all that into a dictionary definition ? 

In the gray of early morning, in the quiet of noon- 
tide, or in the hour of the heaviest slumber, when 
the sky was the blackest velvet and the stars were 
whispering ‘‘sleep,’’ the long-roll broke into the 
silence like a storm of challenges, the men of your 
own company sprang into line, sent the cartridges 
home with swift, dull-thumping strokes of the ram- 
rod, and with sharp clicks of the hammers adjusted 
the caps, and stood attention, ready for anything and 
everything that might happen, You felt a light, 
quick touch. of the elbow that dressed the line. A 
quick glance between the men to note who stood next 
in line ; a half-turn of the head to catch the face of 
your file-closer. “You knew, then, that the man next 
you would be next you if bayonet lunge, screaming 
shell, or singing minie bullet found you; -that he 
would stop to pick you up if the line fell back, though 
the price of his stopping might be his own life ; that 
he would spring to catch you if he saw you were 
going to fall, before you could call to him: that is 
**« comradeship. ** 

Yesterday you quarreled with him over some camp 


There is a recipe here for learning to love anybody. 
Simply, serve his interests at the cost of your own 
life. You may not have to die to do this—in one 
sense ; in another, harder sense, you will have to 
die. What a marvelous picture of the Christian 
warfare these memories of half a century ago are 
giving! These veterans know the meaning of ‘‘com- 
rade’”’ as few others know it; so those who are one 
in Christ in the age-long war against the powers of 
sin and hell know the meaning of human friend- 
ship, *‘ fellowship in the life eternal,”” as none who 
are out of Christ knowit. Comradeship at the cost 
of life laid down is worth more than it costs. Are 
we Christians showing it and glorying in its privilege 
as our Civil War veterans have done ? 





game. The day before, on camp guard, he dropped 
his musket ‘‘a-port’’ and barred your secret en- 
trance into the lines, when detection meant disgrace 
and punishment for you. The day before that, when 
you were on ‘‘ provost duty,’’ you found him howling 
drunk, and marched him to the guard-house, deaf to 
his piteous appeals to friendship. It wasn't many 
days ago you two fought in the Company street, as 
though there weren't plenty of chances to fight your 
common enemies. You never did like each other 
very well. He was a *«moss-back Democrat’"’ and 
you were a ‘‘ black Republican’’ ; he was a swearing, 
fighting, drinking scoffer, and ‘you were a sober 
church-member. 

The long roll ceases; the colonel’s ‘‘ Forward, 
guide center!’’ preludes the explosive ‘‘ March !"’ 
and this.man, as he steps out with you, gives your 
elbow an emphatic little touch that feels like a pat 
on the shoulder. Your mother wouldn't risk more 
for you that day than he will. She couldn't. And 
you knowit. That's ‘‘camaradarie.’’ Not a bois- 
terous story or a rollicking song over a bottle of wine 
at night. But a sense of loyalty that lasts all day ; 
that thrills in every nerve and throbs in every heart- 
beat. True ‘‘comradeship”’ claims all that one man 
has to give for another. The dear ‘‘Friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother,’* when he was giving 
to his beloved disciples a title dearer and truer than 
that of ‘* brother,’’ said, ‘‘I have called you friends”’ ; 
‘*Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends."". That's comradeship. 
That's greater than brotherhood. 

**The brother,’’ sadly said the Teacher, ‘shall 
betray the brother to death."’ 

Cain and Abel were brothers. David and Jonathan 
were comrades, 

** Blood is thicker than water,’’ we all know. Then 
there must be something thicker and warmer and 
redder than blood. A love truer than ties of kinship. 
A love that can do more than group a cluster of men 
into one family, or bind mang families of men into 
one clan, or federate a score of clans into one nation. 
A love so pure and loyal, and so Christ-filled, that it 
will one day blend the whole world of men into one 
great throbbing heart of perfect friendship. Then 
will come the end of wars, 


How Comradeship Was Tested 

May 22, 1863,. General Grant had made his march 
that opened the Vicksburg campaign, closing with the 
battles at Champion -Hills, and the crossing of the 
Big Black. By the morning of the 19th a ribbon of 
blue, stronger than a web of steel, wound among the 
hills from river above to river below, —Yazoo to War- 
renton, and Vicksburg, like Jericho of old, was 
‘*Straitly shut up.’ An assault upon the formidable 
works had been made on the 19th and had failed. 
But the soldiers were flushed with the succession of 
victories that had measured the march from Grand 
Gulf to the Big Black, and were not at all disheart- 
ened by one reverse. They ‘‘knew’’ they could take 
the city by assault,—wanted another chance. And 
General Grant knew he could never keep an army in 
such‘ a ‘temper patiently in the ditches through the 
long operations of a siege, unless he first gave them 
their other chance, and let them find out for them- 
selves what they were up against and whom they were 


fighting. By the 22d all his troops weré up and the 
second assault was ordered. You know more about 
it than 1 do, because you have read its many his- 
tories, and I was only in one little corner of it, very 
small, exceeding hot, and extremely dangerous, so 
that my personal observations, being much concerned 
with myself, were limited by distracting circumstances, 

Anyhow, without much regard to my convenience, 
the assault was ordered at ten o'clock that beautiful 
May morning. Ten hours of the most terrific can- 
nonading I ever heard ; the assailing army storming 
the fortified position of an enemy almost its equal in 
numerical strength, when one man in a fort is consid- 
ered the equivalent of seven assailants ; Sherman, Mc- 
Clernand, McPherson, Mower, Quinby, Tuttle, Steele, 
A. J. Smith, and Carr, war-dogs of mettle and valor. 
Hour after hour they charged the great bastioned 
forts, each time to be swept back with ranks thinned 
and scattered, but ready for another grapple. At 
half-past three in the afternoon the brigade to which 
my regiment belonged—Mower's, then the third bri- 
gade of Futtle’s division, 15th Army Corps (Sher- 
man’s)—was ordered, as a forlorn hope, to storm the 
bastion at Walnut Hills. We charged in column, 
and as we swept up the hill from the shelter of the 
ravine, we passed a little group of great generals 
watching us ‘‘ go in,**—-Sherman, Tuttle, and Mower, 
eur corps, division, and brigade commanders. Who 
wouldn't fight before such a ‘‘cloud of witnesses'’:? 
As we passed, Mower detached himself from the 
group and placed himself at the head of his own men, 
When we reached the crest of the hill, we were met 
by a withering fire from fort and stockade and breast- 
works that struck us in our faces like a whirlwind of 
flame and iron. We fought through it, close to the 
fort, when we were finally repelled. Then there 
happened to me that to which the rest of the day’s 
fighting seemed only preliminary. 


Bringing Back a Lieutenant 

As we fell slowly back, I saw our second Lieutenant, 
Christopher Gilbert, stagger and fall’ crookedly for- 
ward, I thought he was killed, but as I looked for a 
moment I noted him trying to rise. It wouldn't do 
to leave him there,—that was certain death. Robley 
D. Stout, one of my company, and I ran to him, and 
lifting him to his feet drew his arms over our shoul- 
ders, and brought him back to the retreating-line. 
He was shot through the leg with a grape-shot, and 
unable to help himself more than to cling to our 
shoulders. I wished at the time that he were as big 
as a bale of hay, for his body made a sort of shield 
for the two youths who were carrying him away from 
the missiles that still pursued him spitefully as though 
they were bent on finishing the work they had begun. 

He- recovered after a tedious time in hospital, and 
when he could return to duty the additional bar he 
won at Vicksburg graced his shoulder-strap, and he 
was our first lieutenant. There were two Gilberts in 
the company, Chris and Charley, brothers, good boys 
and good soldiers. I met my lieutenant a few times 
after the war. Then our lives drifted apart. I became 
a minister and was pastor of Temple Baptist Church 
in Los Angeles, California. 

And one day my lieutenant came before me, not to 
give orders, but to take them. He was a prisoner, 
and his fair captor stood beside him. She had done 
what Pemberton’s sharpshooters in Vicksburg could 
not do, Love had won my lieutenant. I ordered 
him to accept the terms of the bride, to ‘‘ love her, 
comfort her, cherish her, honor and keep her, till 
death them did part." And he obeyed ry 

After the service he said : 

‘*Bob, do you recall the hot afternoon on the 
slopes before the bastion at Vicksburg ?*’ 

‘*I was just thinking of it, lieutenant. And I was 
wondering if now you might ever blame me for help- 
ing to drag you out of the range of Pemberton’s sharp- 
shooters ?"* 

** Indeed, no,"’ he said, ‘I never will. I've often 
wondered why the dear Lord sent you back after me. 
But this is the ‘Why.’ '’ 

And I guess it is, for they have entered into the 
supreme comradeship, ‘‘wherefore they are no more 
twain, but one fiesh.** 


PASADENA, CAL. 



















The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler 


Getting Started in Class 


GROUP of officers who had served in the Cri- 
mean War were together, and took a secret 
ballot for the person whom they thought had 

won the most glory in the peninsular campaign. 
Every ballot bore the same name—Florence Nightin- 

ale. ‘* Within a few hours only of the arrival of 

erself and her little group of nurses,” says the record, 
**many hundred wounded men were brought in from 
the fight at Balaklava, and a little later thousands 
more from the fields of Inkerman. Nothing was 
ready, everything was to be done; and it was her 
task to bring order out of a chaos of misery.” She 
sometimes stood twenty hours consecutively during 
her first week in charge, issuing directions. And she 
made it a point, when matters were running in routine 
order, to give her personal attention to the worst and 
most appalling cases. 

‘Her nerve,” said a surgeon who worked with her, 
‘*was wonderful.” The more awful to every sense 
any particular case, especially if it was that of a dying 
man, the more surely would her slight form be seen 
bending over him, administering to his ease in dap! 4 
way in her power, and seldom quitting his side till 
death released him. ‘She would speak to one and 
another, and nod and smile to as many more,” said a 
soldier. ‘*She couldn't do it to all, you know,—we 
lay there by hundreds, But we could kiss her shadow 
as it fell, and lay our heads on the pillow again con- 
tent.” 


Florence Nightingale well deserved the vote of 


those officers; and the result of her work is seen in 
the world-wide service of the Red Cross to-day. But 
until Jesus healed the sick, and taught the grace of 
compassion on the needy, such service was unknown. 
When you can imagine what a world without a hos- 
pital would be, you can see what an impression Jesus’ 
service to the sick made on those. who knew him dur- 
ing his earthly ministry, 4 


The Teacher’s Preparation 
[The references throughout are to other lesson articles in the Times.] 

Each lessen that is presented to a class is likely to 
bear more fruit if the teacher has in mind some one 
leading application to the actual life of the scholars. 
We aim at two things: to know Christ, and to let 
Christ reproduce himself in our own life. The sick 
and the r could have their burdens very much 
lightened by our young people if they would under- 
take that most gracious ministry. e are apt to 
avoid personal contact with the misery of others. 
Jesus was so compassionate that they came to him 
with their troubles. 

We are still studying the events of that memoca- 
ble period in Capernaum when the disciples were 
called (Professor Riddle, paragraphs 1-3). Peter 
seems to have had a house and a family, and thither 


Jesus goes, Jesus’ work is largely through personal 
friendships (Mr. Ridgway’s first nee ). Peter's 
wife’s mother is ill; Jesus hea/’s her (Dr. Mackie’s 


first paragraph, Professor Clow’s second, and Mr. 
Ridgway’s second), The teacher's art of description 
may be used on this scene of sunset healing, for it 
goes to the heart iisecaster Clow’s first and third 
paragraphs, Mr, Ridgway's third, and Dr. Mackie’s 
second; useful suggestions are also found in Miss 
Lovett’s paragraph, ‘‘ Some fruit we hope to see’’). 

The reason for Jesus’ refusal to allow the demons 
to testify to him may be found in Professor Riddle’s 
comment on verse 34, and in this article, ‘‘ ‘he Class 
in Session,” You will find a valuable help to your 
study of demon-possession in the testimony of an ex- 
perienced missionary, the late Dr. Nevius, on page 
125 in this issue. 

Jesus refused to return to Capernaum (Professor 
Clow’s fifth paragraph, and this article, ‘‘ The Class 
in Session”), The first preaching tour is now begun 
(Professor Riddle on v. 39; Professor Clow, Para- 
graph 5, and this article, ‘‘ The Class in Session ”). 

Equally we | is the morning watch of Jesus 
that followed (Professor Clow’s fourth paragreph; 
** Class in Session”; Editorial Note on first page). 

We now come to the case of the healing of the 
leper. “The disease of leprosy should be studied with 
special attention tothe meaning of itto a Jew. (First 
read Professor Riddle’s paragraph entitled ‘* Lep- 
rosy,” not omitting to consult the references to the 
Old Testament; then read “ Visiting the Lesson 
Scenes" and Mr. Ridgway’s fourth persaregh.) Ex- 
pein why Jesus sent the man to the priest ( rofessor 

iddle on ‘‘ Leprosy"’), and what the man’s disobe- 
dience cost his benefactor (Professor Riddle on vs. 
44, 45; Dr. Mackie, paragraph 3; Mr. Ridgway, 5). 





ohoteee add to be Christ. See Lk. 4. 41. 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 10. JESUS THE HEALER 


Mark 1 : 29-45; Matthew 4: 23-25. Commit verses 40, 41 
Golden Text: Himself took our infirmities, and bare our diseases.— Matthew 8 : 17 


Read Luke 4 : 38-44; 5 : 12-16; Matthew 8: 1-4 


29 And straightway, ! when they were come out of the syna- 
gogue, they came into the house of Simon and Andrew, with 
James and John. 30 Now Simon's wife's mother lay sick of 
a fever ; and straightway they tell him of her: 31 and he came 
and took her by the hand; and raised her up; and the fever 
left her, and she ministered unto them, 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, the 
him all that were sick, and them that were 
demons, 33 all the city was gathered together at the 
door. 34 And he healed many that were sick with divers 
diseases, and cast out many demons ; and he suffered not the 
demons to speak, because they knew him.* 

And in the morning, a Frat while before day, he rose up 
and went out, and departed into a desert place, and there 
prayed. 36 And Simon und they that were with him followed 
after him ; 37 and they found him, and say unto him, All are 
seeking thee. 38 And he saith unto them, Let us go else- 
where into the next towns, that I may preach there also ; for 
to this end came I forth. And he went into their syna- 
Rogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out 

emons., 

40 And there cometh to him a leper, beseeching him, 5 and 
kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou wilt, thou 
canst make me clean. 41 And being moyed with compassion, 
he stretched forth his hand, and touched him, and saith unto 
him, I will; be thou made clean. 42 And straightway the 
leprosy departed from him, and he was made clean. 43 And 
he 6 strictly charged him, and straightway sent him out, 44 and 
saith unto him, See thou say nothing to any man: but go show 
thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing the things 
which Moses * commanded, for a testimony unto them. 45 
Rut he went out, and began to publish it much, and to spread 
abroad the ® matter, insomuch that ® Jesus could no more 
openly enter into a city, but was without in desert places : 
and they came to him from every quarter, 

1 Some ancient authorities read when he was come out of the syna- 

ue, he came &’c. *% Or, Jacob *% Or, demoniacs 4 Many ancient 
5 Some ancient authori- 
ties omit and kneeling down to him. ® Or, sternly 1 Lev. xiii. 49; 
xiv. 2 ff. ®Gr. word, ® Gr. he. © Or, the city 
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brought unto 
possessed with 








Use Mr. Jackson's touching account of ** How Christ 
is Cleansing Lepers To-day,” on page 115, to show the 
great need of such ministry still. 


The Class in Session 

_ This sabbath in Capernaum was a memorable day; 
there had been a talk in the synagogue, an evil spirit 
cast out, and now Jesus and his friends come late in 
the day tothe home of Peter and Andrew. There 
was trouble, sickness, there. Jesus could help, and 
he did. How rich with meaning all this becomes 
when we bear in mind that Jesus is the reflection in 
human life of the unseen love of God ! 

The sabbath day ended at sundown (Professor 
Riddle, v. 32), and, no longer restrained by ceremo- 
nial law, so many people that it seemed like the en- 
tire city have gathered at the door of that house. 
Jesus healed many sick people, and cast out many 
demons. He did not ask a aga of them, nor re- 
quire anything: their distress and evident faith in 
coming to him called out his compassion and power. 

One of the most beautiful things in our modern 
civilization is the care of the sick, and efforts to. re- 
lieve distress. All honor to the doctors and hospitals 
who are ‘‘moved with compassion” and do so much 
charity work. 

Jesus refused to let the demons speak, probably for 
two reasons : they knew him, and it was not yet the 
proper time to declare his Messiahship; second, he 
would accept no testimony or help from evil spirits,— 
no devil should ever boast that he had hel Jesus. 

‘* Compassion is a costly thing,” Professor Clow 
says. Such an outgo of love and power cannot be 
kept up unless the reservoir is refilled with grace 
through prayer. Jesus was filled with power because 
he was never separated from the Source of all power 
—God the Father. Noone was ever so near to both 
heaven and earth as he. 

While Jesus was praying, his friends came seeking 


‘him, Simon Peter leading the search (v. 36). How 


strange it must have seemed to them when Jesus 


‘refused to return to the city where he was now so 


popular and still so much needed! Jesus shows the 
temper of his purpose when he says: ‘* Let us go 
elsewhere into the next towns.” e is not turned 
aside from his great mission of proclaiming the gos- 
What a glorious revelation that tour must have 

en! Professor Clow hints at this in the latter part 
of his fifth paragraph. 

Three Gospels report the healing of this leper. 
Quite likely it was the first case of this sort; and 
leprosy was more than a mere sickness,—it was 
equivalent to a brand of sin. And, besides bein 
sick, a- leper was an outcast. But Jesus was filled 
with a great compassion when this leper came to him. 

It is not easy to feel compassion for those who are 
unclean and guilty. Many an outcast is largely to 
blame for his condition,—‘‘ unworthy,” we say. Yet 
that is all the more reason why we should seek to 
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help them. Think hard over what Mr. Ridgway 
says about ‘‘ bums.” The true temper of our soul is 
shown in the sort of treatment we give to the un- 

oone But ‘‘ while we were yet sinners, CHrist died 
or us.” 

Jesus sent the leper to the priest. He was always 
scrupulous about his religious duties. His command 
of silence was disobeyed most ungratefully, and the 
result was that Jesus could not openly enter any city 
in that region, Doubtless many a sick person never 
felt his healing touch because ef the disobedience of 
that man. Jesus knew what skould be done. It is 
a fine thing to obey because we understand; but it is 
a finer thing to obey even when we do not understand 
our orders, , 


A Lesson Summary 

‘‘Surely he hath borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows.” This is the open door through which we 
see the great heart of God. These verses which we 
are studying describe God's love at work, trying to 
heal men’s souls and bodies... And so we see a pic- 
ture of what Christian leve ought to be and to do, 
Love is the first duty of a Christian, and in a world 
so full of misery, confessed and unconfessed, as ours 
is, compassion must be our constant feeling. A 
Christian without compassion is a contradiction in 
terms. There has always been a great deal of criti- 
cism of Christians al the Christian church, but 
those followers of Jesus who go about doing good 


.** put to silence the ignorance of foolish men.” 


The world now, as then, recognizes good done to 
the body, though it may not be anxious for good 
done to the onal With us, as with our Master, the 
two should go hand in hand, Jesus did not sift out 
certain cases as worthy and others as unworthy. 
The people came to bim as they were, and Ae Zook 
them as they were (see Editorial Note.on first page of 
this issue). Mostcasesof extreme misery are rooted 
in sin, self-indulgence, indolence, liquor, or. vice: in 
some form or other. They are unworthy, they are 
reaping the just reward of their deeds, and nothing 
but the sort of grace that abounds “ more exceed- .. 


ingly "’ will avail for such. abounding sin,.. The-Chris;..... 
-tian of abounding grace and big-hearted wisdom is .. 


God's best interpreter and representative on earth, 


Questions for Class Use 

Verse 32.—What incident brought all these sick persons 
to Jesus so suddenly ? 

Verse 34.—Why did Jesus not permit the demons to 
speak ? 

Verse 35.—Was it necessary for Jesus to pray to God 
for moral and physical strength ? 

Verse 38.— Why did Jesus not return to Capernaum? 

Verse 41.—What did Jesus’ touching of the leper indi- 
cate? 

Verse 44.—What would a cleansed leper have to do 
before he was declared clean by the priest? (See Lev, 
14: 2 ff.), 

Verse a is the Christlike course to take when 
kindness is met with ingratitude? 

Why should a Christian always be a friend to those 
who are in trouble ? 


Other Teaching Points 

Jesus works through his personal friends. He accepts 
their resources and service, and gives freely of his own 
resources and service. 

Jesus’ friends did not hesitate to tell him of their domes- 
tic affliction. It is a false brand of spirituality that neglects 
the material and physical needs. 

It is likely to be an evidence of one’s devotion to Christ 
to be sought out by those whe are in great trouble. 

Had Jesus returned to Capernaum he would have done 
good, but he would not have done the greatest good. The 

eatest protection against the average form of failure is a 

igh and strong purpose to do the best you know. Such a 
purpose can be maintained only in Christ. 

The compassion that counts is the kind that is personal. 
Jesus put his hand on the leper. 

Ingratitude and unfair treatment is the poorest sort of 
excuse for the ** sulks.’? Ungrateful disobedience hindered 
Jesus’ work, but he kept on working. 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday's Lesson 
(Mark 2: 1-12) 

1. What does Luke 5 : 17 indicate about the result of 
Jesus’ preaching thus far? 

2. Why did Jesus first say to the sick man, ‘* Thy sins 
are forgiven’’? 

3. What was Jesus seeking to prove to those present on 
this occasion ? | 

4- In what particular did poy command to this sick 
man (v.10) differ from that of the apostles addressed to the 
lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the temple ? (Acts 3 : 6-8.) 

5. Is is possible to admire Jesus and yet not believe on 
him? ° 

Evanston, IL. 
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LESSON FOR MaR. 10 (Mark 1 ! 29-45; Matt.4 : 23-25) 


- Jesus the Healer 
‘By the Rev, Professor W. M. Clow, B.D. 
{ YHRIST’S ministry of healing was the outflow 


from the deep well of his love and 
power. These healing miracles of Jesus are 
perme | as 
sailed in every generation since he lived and wrought 
his wondrous werks. Men forget that simply because 
esus was the Son of God, as so few wholly deny, and 
ause there was that deep fount of pity for men, 
the stream of healing could not fail to flow from him 
when he was moved with compassion. 

The first picture is of Jesus in the home. The wor- 
shipers are standing in questioning groups at the 
synagogue door, and Simon has en Jesus to his 
home. Sickness. has p before them on that 
sweltering Sabbath forenoon, and touched an aged 
white-haired one with fever. But that tender look 
of Jesus as he stands by her bedside, that calm and 
confident word of rebuke, and then the grasp of his 
cool, strong hand, quell the fever, and she rises to 
serve. So, also, as Jesus enters our home, all the 
distempers which riot in our blood, all the angers and 
jealousies and rivalries and envyings, and all the re- 

llions against purity and honor, which are the 
wasting fevers in all our homes, shall be dispelled, 
and we shall arise to serve. If only the homes 
where there.is dispeace and disunion, brawling and 
the frequent outbreak of passionate word, or where 
some darker and more deadly disorder prevail, were 
to welcome Jesus ds their guest, the benediction of his 
presence would bestow peace. 

The second picture is of Jesus in the city. ‘* At 
even, all the city was gathered together at the door.” 
For the Jewish e the Sabbath ends at sunset. 
Capernaum was still until the shadows fell upon the 
lake, -But the man with the unclean spirit had gone 
about with awestruck air declaring his healing, and 
the story of Peter’s wife’s mother had passed from 
home to home, so that all the sick, and those who 
loved them, were quickened into expectancy. ‘The 
river of God, which is full of water,” was flowing for 
them all, and they gather round Christ’s door. To 
this day they are gathering round Christ. The poor, 
the sick, the diseased,.the helpless; the Devil-driven, 
are seeking his door-step. k at that long line 


waiting for admission to the free breakfast, at that - 


company gathering round the dispensary door, at 
that other seeking admission to the Home for Incura- 
bles. 
ing relief and new ho ¢ 
grinding pressure of our city life. They are all gath- 
ered round Christ. e need our greeds, with their 
bribery and corruption, our ambitions, with their 
unscrupulous methods, our sensual passions, defiling 
as devils indeed, cleansed within our souls; and that 
can be done only by Jesus the Healer. 

The third picture is of Jesus in the desert-place. 
‘‘In the-morning, he departed into a solitary place.” 
Do we understand the pathos of.that simple line? 
The excitement and strain of the preceding Sabbath 
day had been followed by a sleepless night. Gom- 
passion is a costly thing. Upon Christ’s great heart 
there had come, with heavier burden, the needs, the 
sorrows, the sins which lie behind so much of the 
weakness and pain of men, the awful tragedies into 
which his infinite wisdom had looked, and the night 
had been one of waking. The city sleeps. The 
house is still. The stars keep silent sentinel. Jesus 
steals out and passes up to the moor, and lifts his arms 
in beseeching prayer to his Father. He also needs 
light and strength, comfort and assurance. All who 
will share his work and follow his steps must mark 
‘the footprints that lead into the desert-place. 

The fourth a. is of Jesus in the synagogue. 
‘* All men seek for thee,” said Peter, half in pride 
and half in reproach. He was troubled at this stran 
escape to the desert-place. He did not, and he could 
not, in his crude knowledge, understand the mind of 
Christ. Jesus smiled sadly at Peter’s questioning 
eyes. ‘The smile was the more sad because he knew 

shat men sought him for the healing of the body and 
the loaves on the table. He did not chide men when 
they sought him tosupply these needs. But he came 
to heal men's souls, and to give them the bread 
which does not perish with the using. So he speaks 
to his wondering disciples, ‘‘ Let us go that I may 
preach.” Within that bosom of Galilee, whose market- 
town was Capernaum, little villages of humble folk 
were closely clustered. -In one synagogue after 
another Jesus preached. What wondrous days they 
must have been! Many of the parables which the 
world counts the jewels of literature, and many of the 
sayings that shine with the brightness of the stars in 
the darkness were spoken to these peasants of Gali- 
lee. How little came of it we learn from Christ’s 
lament over their impenitence. ‘‘ Woe unto thee, 
Capernaum.” ‘' Woe unto thee, Bethsaida.” Yet he 
went out with a desire to heal them all. 

The fifth pictureis of Jesus by the highway. Inthe 
home, in the city street, in the desert-place, in the 
synagogue, we see him bearing men’s sicknésses. 
But one class could not be met with in any one of 
them. The lepers were the outcasts of Israel. The 
great Healer leaves no one out, and he meets the 
leper by the way, lays his healing hand upon his scab, 


, sometimes in revolt, the 


ity and .. 
sailed again to-day, as they have been as-" 


Look at that still larger number who are seek-: 
and courage amidst the 
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and bids him go and . ‘There are moral lepers 
among cameos who io sometimes in shame, and 
laces where Christ’s name 


abroad. If: they only knew 


‘and power are spread 
that Bhrist meets them by the highway, they would 
a 


surely kneel to: him and be cleansed, and find their 
lives filled with purity and their lips with praise. 


Gtascow, ScoTLAND. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
"By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE events recorded in this lesson followed imme- 
diately those of the preceding lesson. Matthew 
and Luke narrate all these incidents, but Mark 

alone maintains the chronological order, while Mat- 
thew deviates from it to a remarkable degree. 

Time.—The lesson begins at the close of the day 
when Jesus healed a demoniac in Capernaum, and 
covers a period of preaching in Galilee. The proba- 
ble dates are in the winter of A. D. 28. 

Places.—Capernaum and Galilee in general. The 
leper was healed in ‘'‘ one of the cities” (Luke 5 : 12). 

Leprosy.—Leprosy is a loathsome disease of the 
skin, prevalent for ages in Egypt and neighboring 
regions. The form which prevailed among the He- 
brews was the ‘‘ white leprosy,” as appears from the 
details te in Leviticus 13. It is sometimes rapidl 
cured, though by-no specific remedy. But often it 
progresses slowly, with distressing Le ope ane In 
such cases the leper was pronounced ceremonially 
unclean, and excluded from intercourse with any 
others than lepers like himself. Their abode was 
usually outside city walls (Lev. 13 : 46; Num. §: 2), 
and they were obliged to wear prescribed mourning 
garments (Lev. 13:45). On recovery certain rites 
were enjoined before the priest (comp. v. 44), in- 
cluding a sacrifice. ‘The leper was a type of one 
dead in sin ; the same emblems are used in his mis- 
ery as those of mourning for the dead ; the same 
means of cleansing as for uncleanness through con- 
nection with death, and which were never used 
except on these two occasions” (Alford), There is 
significance in the fact that our Lord’s healing of 
leprosy was instantaneous. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 
_ Verse 29.—Zhe house of Simon and Andrew: 


. Now residents of Capernaum, though formerly of 


-Bethsaida (Julias; John 1 : 44). 

Verse 30.—Simon’s wife's mother : That Peter was 
married is therefore certain, but Jerome and others 
infer from verse 31 (*‘ she ministered unto them ”) that 
the wife was dead. But 1 Corinthians 9: 5 fairly 
ingen that Peter had a wife thirty years later. 

erse 31.—She ministered unto them; Showing 
complete cure, and her womanly return therefore. 

Verse 32.—Az even, when the sun did set: The 
Jewish Sabbath had ended, and there was no scruple 
about bringing the sick and possessed. 

Verse 34.—Because they knew him: Compare Luke 
4:41. The marginal reading, ‘‘ to be the Christ,” was 
probably taken from that passage. 

Verse 35.—A desert place: That is, an uninhabited 
place. So Luke.—And there prayed: The purpose 
of the withdrawal, though he may have needed rest. 

Verse 36.—They that were with him: Doubtless 
the three other fishermen ; perhaps others also, 

Verse 37.—A// are seeking thee: The crowd soon 
followed (Luke 4 : 42). 

Verse 38.—TZo this end came I forth: That is, 
from God. Luke 4: 43, ‘‘ therefore was I sent.” 

Verse 39.— Throughout ali Galilee: This tour is 
often called * the first circuit in Galilee.” Matthew 
4 : 23-25 is parallel. 

Verse 40.—A leper: See above.—Kneeling down 
unto him: Equivalent to ‘‘ worshipped him” yeep 
thew).—// thou wilt, thou canst make me clean; 
The S indicate ‘‘ at once ore Seg and great 
faith’ (Godet), He was, probably, the first leper 
healed by our Lord. 


r 

Verse 41.—TZouched him: Such touch was forbid- 
den, though leprosy was not contagious, But our 
Lord was not fettered by such a restriction. 

Verse 42.—Straightway: Mark's favorite expres- 
sion. The immediacy of the cure is the remarkable 
fact.— Made clean: So throughout the narrative, 
and appropriate, since the prominent feature of lep- 
— was its rendering the sufferer unclean. 

erse 43.—Strictly charged him; Or, ** sternly.” 
A very strong term in the Greek. 

Verse 44.—Scee thou say nothing to any man: 
This command may have been due in part to the 
healed leper’s temperament, and also to the desire of 
{ones to avoid notoriety.— Show thyself to the priest: 

ould prevent hostility on the part of the priests.— 
Moses commanded: See above and Leviticus 14. 

Verse 45.—T7o publish it. much : This was rank dis- 
obedience, and had its evil consequence.—A city: 
Or, ‘‘ the city.” The latter is a probable meaning, 
and would refer to:Capernaum. The necessity for 
silence ought: oftener to be recognized by those 
helped by our Lord:—From every guarter: Com- 


“pare Matthew 4 : 25. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


in Church.— When they were come out of the syna- 
Logue (v.29). ‘* This is my busy day.” Spent in 
worship and doing good. Young fellows who come 
to Coatesville with church-going habits find good 
friends waiting for them. Noble life and true fellow- 
ship is found only in the church of Jesus Christ. The 
friends you make in business are friends only as long 
as there is business. Loss of trade means loss of 
friendship. The friends you make in ‘ society” are 
friends just as long as you can swing the style and 
keep the pace. The friends you make at the lodge 
or club are friends just as long as you pay the dues 
and ‘whoop it up with the boys.” But the friends 
~ make in the prayer-circle, those to whom the 

aster introduces you, your Christ-friends, they are 
yours and you are theirs forever and a day (1 John 
1:7) Those who have never been in the inner 
circle, hand in hand and heart in heart with Jesus, 
have never yet found out what the Church really is. 

Hands.— He came and took her by the hand (v. 31). 
Your hand is ye Seymour Thomas, the portrait 
painter, says the hand shows the man as much as 
the face, and refuses to paint a portrait without the . 
hand. The lover takes his sweetheart by the hand. 
The invention of moving pictures is developing a 
class of men and women who can make their hands 
silently talk. Oh, these wonderful hands of ours! 
All because they are made after the pattern of God's , 

at hand (Gen. 1: 26). Christ’s hand took the old 
ady’s hand, and she was up and nimble and spry, a- 
new woman, So will you when you let his hand 
take yours and make you his (2 Cor. 5:17). There 
is not an old tramp in the slums nor an outcast on 
the avenue but, had they an eye to see, would be- 
hold the softest and most loving hand in all the uni- 
verse ready to take their own and raise them to 
Heaven. ark likes to put down these loving hand- 
touches of Jesus, and you may like to find some of 
them: 1:31; 8: 23; 9: 27: 10: 16. 

With Mel. Trotter.— A nd he healed many that were 
Sick, ... and cast out many demons (v. 34). A 
strange night in Capernaum! Was it the first and 
only night in the history of a city when there was not 
an ache or pain, a trouble or affliction in the whole 
town? First it says ‘‘ all,” but here it says ‘‘ many.” 
Were there some who hung back and would not be- 
lieve ? If so, what do youthink of them? Howabout 
you ? (Johns : 40.) Iam writing this lesson at North- 
field. Here are Melvin Trotter, John Tyler, Lucky 
Baldwin, and other men like them, testifying that 
oe is still in the demon-casting business. Sam 

unk says devils are like vermin, they never pack u 
and move out. They need rough-on-rats, roach food, 
and corrosive sublimate, or something that’s poison 
to’em. At the down-town mission it is soap, soup, 
and salvation. Bathtub and Bible. Trotter, in pic- 
turesque Trotter style, says: ‘‘ When a man’s back- 
bone is rubbing his shirtfront, there is no room for 
religion.” Jesus, through Trotter and his like, is 
still busy casting out demons and making room be- 
tween backbone and shirtfront for some of the big- 
gest Christian hearts in all the world. 

In India.—Zhere cometh to him a leper (v. 40). 
There was no other being to whom the poor fellow 
could go and be touched into cleanliness and life, 
Same to-day. It is Christ alone who touches the 
leper, moral or physical. Higginbottom has a hos- 
pital for them in India, and Slater is teaching them 
scientific farming. Who are Higginbottom and 
Slater? Two Christian young men who are giving 
God their splencid young manhood, Slater is one ot, 
the aonee eee. of a great fee yen college. 
A hundred positions called him. He gave upa three- 
thousand-dollar job to teach the lepers of India how 
tofarm. And he does it for his victuals and clothes. 
Yes, George, for Jesus’ sake, Amen! What are you 
doing, you old stay-at-home Christian, you? That 
old bum came to you the other day because you were 
a Christian. Yes, to * mae your leg,” quite likely. 
You stand for Christ so far as he is concerned. What 
did: you do? Did you ‘“‘touch” him? I can name 
you two splendid men, one noted and rea, and 
the other ¢ apn prosperous, who used tobe bums, They 
have told me they accepted Jesus the first time a 
real Christian asked them. Old fellow, the worst 
man in town awaits your touch (Matt. ro : 8). 

—He went out, and began to publish it muck 
(v. 45). Now what do you think of him? Jesus did 
not censure him. Could you have held in? I don’t 
know why Jesus wanted it sub-rosa. Slang has a 
good word I like here. He ‘‘ gave it away.” Chris- 
tianity is the only religion ever on earth that gives 
good news away. The Salvation Army seeks the 
“leper,” and cures the ‘‘leper,” and instead of a 
** fee,” gives him a feed, without money and without 
price. You can see delicate young women in that 
uniform on the street corners down-town telling the 
good news to leprous men and ragged women who 
— eT to pay them in return but love. Says 

well: 


** *Tis heaven alone that is given away, 
*Tis only God may be had for the asking.”’ 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers areamwited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the 
year's Bare calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 


Free-Will Slavery. — Himself took our 
infirmities, and bare our diseases (Golden 
Text). The first Moravian missionaries to 
the Kaffirs of Africa could reach them only 
by selling themselves into slavery, and so 
being put beside them in daily life. In_ this 
way they were able not only to give them the 
gospel, but to live the gospel, It was such 
sacrifice and proof of love that at last won 
the Kaffirs’ hearts.—Leiia Munsell, Hering- 
ton, Kan. From Young Ladies’ Weekly. 


Not the Empty-Handed Folks. — Him- 
self took our infirmities, and bare our diseases 
(Golden Text). ** Yer heart is never so full 
of its own worries that ye can’t crowd in a 
little care for them of other folks, if ye only 
think so,’’ said Mrs, Roney, pausing over 
her washtub to answer the one who suggested 
that she had troubles enough of her own 
without attempting to carry those of a sick 
neighbor, ‘If ye crowd it so full that some 
of yer own gits crowded out, sure taint no 
great loss. Anyway, it ain’t the empty- 
handed folks that’s helping others lift their 
burdens all along the road, if ye take notice ; 
it’s them with loads of their own to carry.’’ 
—Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn, 


Eloquent Housekeeping.— 7%¢ fever /e/t 
her, and she ministered unto them (v. 31). 
I know a woman who was brought out of 
darkness into light, and out of bondage into 
the liberty of the Lord, She lived in one of 
the poorest courts of the city. And when 
she was converted she said to herself: ‘* Now 
I must tidy things up a bit. I must have a 
ee home, a Mary-and-Martha kind of 
home. My house must be the tidiest, sweet- 
est, cleanest house in the street.’’ And such 
it became. Was not this a bit of real minis- 
try for the King? —Zdward B. Bagby, Fort 
Smith, Ark... From a sermon on ** Strength 
for Common Tasks,"’ bv J. H. Jowett, 
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of his pictures, Our hearts and minds must 
be emptied of the world before we can see: 
God—hence the place to find him is not in 
the turmoil of the workaday life, but in soli- 
tude.—Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn. 
The prise for this week is awarded to this 
illustration, 


Verses to Read in Class 


At even, ere the sun was set, 

The sick, O Lord, around Thee lay ; 
O in what divers pains they met! 

O with what joy they went away ! 


Once more ‘tis eventide, and we, 
Oppressed with various ills, draw near : 
What if ‘hy form we cannot see ? 
We know and feel that ‘hou art here. 


O Saviour Christ, our woes dispel : 
For some are sick, and some are sad, 
And some have never loved ‘Thee well, 
And some have lost the love they had ; 


And none, O Lord, have perfect rest, 
For none are wholly free from sin ; 

And they who fain would serve ‘Thee best 
Are conscious most of wrong within. 


O Saviour Christ, ‘Thou too art Man, 
‘Thou hast been troubled, tempted, tried ; 
Thy kind but searching glance can scan 
‘The very wounds that shame would hide. 


Thy touch has still its ancient power ; 
No word from ‘Thee can fruitless fall : 
Hear in this solemn evening hour, 
And in ‘Thy mercy heal us all. 


—The Rev. Henry Twells, 
x 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 
-By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister 
of the Anglo-American Congregation 
in Beyrout 


IMON’S wife’s mother lay sick of a 
Sever (v. 30). Possibly a sudden attack 
of ague, or a return of malarial fever. 

‘There is no danger of infection, a period of 
shivering chills and burning fever passing 
under proper treatment into profuse perspi- 
ration and restful sleep. ‘The wonder lay in 
the sudden ending of the fever and in her 
being able immediately afterward to attend 


How to be Fed,— 7%e fever left her, and: to household duties on behalf of her guests. 


she ministered unto them (v.31). Dr. J. 11. 


At even, when the sun did set(v. 32). In 


Jowett, in ‘*The Silver Lining,’’ says: ¢* A | the East sunset is a definite movement, and 


man once came into my vestry who had just | closes the day of labor (Psa, 104 : 23). 
I pointed out to | was an hour of leisure before the lamp was 


been won from the world. 
him that he must engage in service for the 
King. ‘ Yes,’ he said, * but I must just feed 
for a while!’ That is a commonly accepted 
way, but it is not the appointed way, 
get by giving, we feed by feeding.’ ‘I have 
meat to eat that ye know not.’ Where had 
the Master found that food? He had been 
feeding the poor fallen woman at the well, 
and while he fed her soul his own was 
strengthened, restored, * When thou art con- 


We | 


It 


lighted and the families sat down to supper. 
The men on returning from labor in the fields 
or after closing the village shop, found them- 
selves called upon to carry those who were 
suffering in mind or body to the feet of Jesus, 
and they forgot their own hunger and weari- 


| ness in ministering to those greater wants. 


Jesus could no more openly enter into a 
city, but was without in desert places (v. 45). 


| A London crowd quietly and methodically 


verted, strengthen thy brethren,’ and while | 
thou art strengthening thy brother, thine , 


own strength shall be preserved.’’—Zdward 
B. Bayly, Fort Smith, Ark. 


By the Side of the Road.—A// the city 
was gathered together at the door (v. 33). 
One day when Sam Walter Foss was a stu- 
dent in college he was much impressed with 
a sentence in Greek which he translated : 
‘6s He was a friend to man, and he lived in a 
house by the side of the road,’’ Years after 
he wrote a poem which he called ‘A Friend 
to Man.’’ One stanza runs thus ; 


** Let me live in a house by the side of the road, 

Where the race of men go by,— 

The men that are good, the men that are bad, 
As good and as bad as I. 

Then why should [ sit in the scorner’s seat, 
Or hurl the cynic’s ban ? 

Let me live in a house by the side of the road 
And be a friend to man.”’ 


The story of this busy day in Capernaum 
is the story of the Friend of man, and it 
shows us clearly the kind of work he has 
left for his followers to do.—Ze/ia Munsell, 
Herington, Kansas. 


To See the Colors.—He ... departed 
into a desert place, and there prayed (v. 
35). G. A. Mackie tells the following 
incident of the great painter, Turner: When 
visited by two friends who had come to see 
his pictures, he kept them in a closely-shut- 
tered room for a short time before he told 
the servant to show them up-stairs to’ his 
studio. He then apologized for the appar- 
ent discourtesy by telling them that they had 
to have their eyes emptied of the common 





lines up beside the approach to a ticket office, 
or before the entrance to a public building, 
but in the East around_a village fountain, in 
order to get the jar filled first, force roughly 
asserts itself, excuses of special urgency are 
invented, and false appeals to priority of arri- 
val are made and substantiated by witnesses. 

The altercation would be still more angry 
and insistent when weary bearers with weary 
sufferers pressed toward the presence of 
Jesus. Those who got their own wants at- 
tended to would be impelled by curiosity and 
sympathy to wait on and see what would 
happen to others, and so a large, noisy, im- 
movable crowd would be collected. In the 
wilderness there was abundant space, without 
the restful shelter provided by the court, pro- 
jecting verandah, or shading arch-recess of 
the village houses. 


% 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells 


HE MEDICINE CLOsET.—If you can ob- 
tain a ‘real medicine closet, from a 
home or a store, and take it to the 

school, so much the better; but if not, then 
make one, of wood or pasteboard. It is 
essential that it have a door, that can be 
closed after each new kind of medicine is 
taken from the closet.. Print on the door, 
*¢ The Christian Medicine Closet.’’ 

Explain to the class the word ‘‘ diagnosis,’’ 
that:it means a statement of the character of 


glare before they could really see the colors ' a disease. - Tell the class that you have writ- 


ee ee ——we—- 





.ten on a set of cards a number of 


of: diseases with which many Christians are 
afflicted, and that in the medicine closet there 
are remedies for all these diseases, Each 
pupil is to draw a diagnosis, read it aloud, 
and then open the door, disclosing the medi- 
cines arranged on the shelves so that the 
labels may all be read easily. ‘The class will 
then tell the pupil which medicine to take 
from the shelves. The pupil will take the 
bottle, or whatever it is, open it, and read 
the slip of paper which is the ‘‘ medicine.’’ 
The class may be called upon to explain the 
appropriateness of this dose. 

For example, the first diagnosis drawn may 
read, ‘*‘'The patient has stiffening of the 
knees, so that they will not bend.’”? The 
closet door being opened, the class will 
select the bottle marked ‘* Prayer Lotion.”’ 
When the cork is removed and the paper 
within drawn out, it is found to read, *‘If 
ye shall ask anything in my name, that will 
I do.’”’ 

Another diagnosis may be, ‘‘ The patient 
has passion fever, showing itself in hot blood, 
hasty temper, wild words, and general irrita- 
bility.’’ ‘Patience ‘lablets’’ may be de- 
cided upon as the proper remedy, and the 
medicine will read, ‘‘ Blessed are the meek : 
for they shall inherit the earth.’’ 

Another diagnosis: ‘‘The patient has a 
very stiff neck, holds his head high, is in 
danger of swelled-head.’’ Medicine: ‘** Hu- 
mility Ointment’’ (in a box), ‘* Whosoever 
would be first among you shall -be your 
servant.’’ 

For the diagnosis, ‘‘ The patient is tongue- 
tied,’’ you will use ** Oil of Speech,’’ ** Every 
one who shall coniess me before men, him will 
I also confess before my Father who is in 
heaven.’? ‘ 

** Degeneration of the backbone’? will be 
cured by ** Courage Powders,’’ ** Be not afraid 
of them that kill the body, but are not able 
to kill the soul: but rather fear him. who is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell.’’ 

** Weak nerves, easily gives up, no power 
of endurance,’’ is cured by ‘‘ Persistence 
Pills,’’ ‘‘ He that endureth to the end, the 
same shall be saved.’’ 

You will, of course, vary these diagnoses 
and remedies to fit the special needs of your 
class, being careful, however, not to do so 
in a way to wound feelings or embitter, 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
% 
Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


‘The stereographs, less than four in one order, 
are 20 cents each. ‘The first quarter's lessons 
call for thirteen stereographs; cost, $2.17. 
Forty-eight places are to be visited during 1912. 
‘lhe forty-eight stereographs cost $8, and if or- 
dered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered 
case will be included free, Persons owning the 
I91I stereographs need order only thirty-nine 
for 1912 ($6.50), or only nine for the first quar- 
ter ($1.50). Persons owning both 1910 and 
IgIt stereographs need order only twenty-nine 
for 1912 ($4.84), or only seven for the first quar- 
ter ($1.17). Stereoscope, 85 cents. Orders 
should be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


COLONY of modern lepers live in 
wretched little cabins outside Jerusa- 
lem at the east, where our map marks 

the number Io. 
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MAP PATENT NO, 656,569 BY URDERWOOD & 
PAT'D 18 GREAT BRITAIN. 

If you look through the stereoscope you 
can see directly before you, only a few feet 
away, three of the foriorn creatures—an old 
man and two women—sitting on the ground 
at the base of a stone wall, holding out their 
swollen, stumpy arms in appeal. .(A good 
many American travelers, visiting Jerusalem, 
have seen these yery people.) Their old 
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clothes are ragged and di The man has_ 
no fingers at all. One of “the women has’ - 
feet.so swollen out of shape that she could 
not stand upon them, ‘The pvor things are 
practically helpless; healthy neighbors in- 
stinctively shun them as far as possible ; only 
fellow lepers are willing to help move or feed 
them. Yet they may live in this terrible condi- 
tion year after year, In Jesus’ time there were 
no leper hospitals. Well people looked on 
such sufferers with scorn, believing that they 
were specially heinous sinners in some way, 
and that this disease was a punishment. 

But Christ did not turn away in disgust. 
He did not coldly frown on the poor sufferer 
who begged for help. He reached out his 
own clean, strong hand and touched the 
wretched lump of misery. And the misery 
vanished, as ice vanishes under the touch of 
sunshine. ‘The disgusting sores became 
sound, wholesome flesh. ‘The man that had 
been so shut out from life found himself 
made fit for any sort of honest, helpful work 
in the world. ote 

Do we begin to imagine how for that suf- 
ferer his whole life was transformed by the 
life that was in Christ ? 

Use a stereograph entitled, ‘* Unclean— 
—-e ! Wretched lepers outside Jerusa- 
em,”? 


aa 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 


we thank thee for the great love wherewith thou 
hast loved us, and the giving of thine own Son 
for our salvation. No distant Lord is he, but 
even now he lives to make intercession for us, 
and to occupy these human hearts of ours in 
cleansing fulness. Oh, may we not choose 
disease and un-ease in place of the fulness and 
peace and joy of the indwelling Christ! Grant 
that sin may have no mastery over us, we pray 
thee, and that Christ may be very life to every 
one of us! In his blessed name we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—A young man many 
years ago went to an eye-specialist for an 
examination of his eyes. You may imagine 
his distress when the doctor told him that in 
a year he would be blind. It was a hard 
blow. for him... A year, and. then the dark ! 
It was almost impossible to realize, the . thing, 
that had befallen him. But he went to 
another doctor. A further study of his eyes 
was made. Important details were dis- 


covered. “And finally he was told that he 
would not be blind at all! Can you picture 
his joy? ‘There was to be no terrible year of 


waiting for the darkness. He is now a man 
past middle life, and he clearly recalls the 
joy of the final news. 

I wonder if a single one of us here is dis- 
couraged over what some one may have told 
us is a growing failing of ours? Are people 
we love a bit hopeless about us at certain 
points? Has life seemed less bright, less 
hopeful to us, and does the future look dark ? 
But what about Christ? Men and women 
who were smitten with bodily disease, or in 
the power of evil spirits were in his day re- 
leased from their bondage. 7%is is his day, 
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too. He gives the final opinion, has the 
final power to cause the very heart of us to 
leap for joy. For he can cleanse us, restore 
us, purify us on this condition—we are to /et 
him do it! 

Why not open your life to him so that he 
may provide for you his own life in ever- 
growing fulness? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


** At even, ere the sun was set."’ 

** How sweet the name of Jesus sounds.”’ 

** T love to tell the story.”’ 

** I need thee every hour,”’ 

** Lord, I believe ; thy power I own,”’ 

** Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing." 

** Tell me the story of Jesus." 

** The Great Physician now is near."’ 

‘** What means this eager, anxious throng ?"’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 103°: 1-7 (207 : 1-3). 
Psalm 107 : 10-14 (220 : 10-14). 
Psalm 6 : 1-5 (10: I, 2). 
Psalm 146 ;: 1-6 (316 : 1-5). 
Psalm-71 : 13-20 (143 :.2-5). 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON-TEACHING.—Jesus was always 
ready to help and heal, 
Memory Verse.—(Suited to chil- 
dren.) ‘*He went about doing good’’ 
(Acts 10 ; 38 b). 

Before the Lesson.—During the bitter 
cold winter nights long lines of men went to 
the Salvation Army rooms and other places, 
where bread, hot coffee, and a place to 
sleep were given to those who needed help. 
During those days many other people went 
to, the places where vig Mapes that coal, 
food, or clothing would given, and they 
received help, _ 

Did your mother ever take you to the 
doctor’s office, where you found many other 
people waiting to see him? One by one he 
called them into his private room, and told 
them what to do, or gave some medicine, 
which he hoped would heal them. After 
the doctor has seen all these people, he 
goes to other homes to help those who can- 
not come to him. People are always glad 
to know about a doctor who can cure their 
iliness. A doctor must be ready day or 
night to go to any one who needs his help, 
He goes about doing good. 

Lesson Story.—In the warm country 
where Jesus lived there were many people 
sick, lame, blind, deaf, etc. ‘They soon 
heard that Jesus was able and ready to help 
them. This is how they heard : 

The four friends of Jesus and other peo- 
ple who went to the synagogue one Sabbath 
heard him teach, and saw him heal the 
crazy man who called out during the service. 
(Review the last lesson briefly.) 

When synagogue was out, these people 
told everywhere that they had seen a man 
who could help and heal anybody. They 
watched where he went—to the home of 
Peter and Andrew. John and James went 
too, ; 

Somebody told’ Jesus that the mother’ of 
Peter's wife ‘had a fever. ‘Jesus took her 
hand and raised her'up. Immediately the 
fever left her, ‘so that she was able to go 
about her work. The news spread fast. At 
sunset, in the cooler evening, people brought 
their sick friends and gathered about the 
door of Peter’s house, asking Jesus to heal 
their friends, 

‘* His hands were always helping, 
And his eyes were always kind, 
And he never was too.busy 

‘To heal the sick and blind.”’ 
It seemed as if the whole city had gathered 
to see what Jesus would do, Kindly and 
quietly he healed many sick and cast out 
many demons, 

Perhaps he slept a few hours, after such a 
busy Sabbath, but very early in the morning, 
a great while before day, he rose and went 
alone to a quiet place, out of doors, to pray. 
We think he never began a new day without 
praying or talking-to his Father in heaven. 

When Peter and the other friends got up 
they missed Jesus, and followed until they 
found him. They said, *‘ All men seek for 
thee.’”? Jesus wanted to help and heal in 
other places, for ‘*He went about doing 
good,’’ so he said, ‘* Let us go into the next 
towns, that I may’preach there also.”’ . They 
went. He preached in many synagogues, 
and healed people. wherever he went. 

Perhaps he knew that a poor leper wanted 
to see him. Leprosy is such an awful illness 
that people who have it cannot live among 
other peuple, but must stay outside the cities 
and. call, ‘*‘ Unclean, Unclean,’’ to all who 
come near. 

This leper heard about Jesus, so he knelt 
before him, saying, ‘‘ If thou wilt, thou canst 
make me clean.” Jesus felt sorry and 
touched him, saying, ‘I will ; be thou clean.” 
The leper was healed. Jesus told him to 
say nothing, but to show himself to the priest, 
for that was the law. If the priest said he 
was well, he could give him permission to 
enter the city, and to live with other people. 

The man was so happy that he couldn’t 
keep still, but told how he had been healed. 
After that, crowds came to find Jesus, wher- 
ever he was, even in the lonely desert places. 
He was sometimes called ‘Jesus, the 
Healer.”’ 

Hand. Work.—OQn the picture card, point 
out the title, “* Jesus, the Healer,’’ and copy 





the words. Write three people whom he 


healed, also the Bible verse, ‘*He went 
about doing good.’’ 
Home Work.—Tell your parents about 


some of the people whom Jesus healed. 

Watch for chances to help somebody. 

Note to Teachers.—lt is none too early to 
lain the object toward which your Easter 
ring will go. If it seems wise, explain 

the hospital work, at home or in foreign 

lands. Tell the ehildren they may have a 

share in helping to care for the sick, by 

earning and saving money for a month, to 
bring for an Easter offering, to help support 
the work in hospital, 


CuIcaco, ILL, 


e 





My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


To-DAY A SOWER GOES FORTH TO Sow 
IN YOUR CLass. 

PATH ¢@o the Field.—A certain training- 
class to-day learns two great lessons. 
They are spending a Sabbath in Caper- 

naum with their Teacher. Who is this 
Teacher? Who are in his class? Why are 
they there? Thus we reviewed last week’s 
lesson. The Teacher is also a great Physi- 
cian. Recall some physician known to the 
girls ; speak of his patients, office hours, and 
fees. 

The Sowing.—The lesson may be taught 
under three topics : 

I. Who was healed? Where? 
The results, 

1. Simon’s wife’s mother (an afternoon 
picture). 

2. The sick of the village (a sunset pic- 
ture). 

3. The leper. 

We noted the necessity for rest and prayer 
in Jesus’ life. 

Il. Why Jesus healed. 

1. Because of his own great compassion 
andlove. Noclass nor disease was excluded, 
and no price asked. The new conception, 
** God is love,’’ must be given. 

2. He must show proof of power, lovingly 
inviting them through gratitude: to believe 
in him, (See Dr. Robert Ellis Thompson’s 
article in next week’s ‘limes, for other rea- 
sons for the miracles, ) 

III. The results, 

1. Advantages: many were healed, and 
the love and compassion of Christ plainly 
shown. 

2. Disadvantages of continuing: Christ’s 
message would be delayed. They wished 
him to remain in one place. They at times 
prevented him from entering cities, The 
people wére missing the essential part of 
Christ’s mission. He was not sent to be 
merely a healer of bodies, but a Redeemer of 
souls in sin. - 

A Handful of Seeds.—We must not miss 
the essential in life. Healthy bodies are im- 
portant, but not most important. Girls some- 
times forget the health of their souls while 
caring for body and mind. 

Sharing sorrow is a privilege, for sharing 
is bearing one another’s burdens, 

Sharing sorrows will wear one out, but 
wearing out is better than rusting out. 

The compassionate Christ of Capernaum 
is just the same to-day, and cares for you, 

Hospitals. and medical missionaries are 
continuing his work as healer. 

Some Fruit We Hope to See.—Remember 
the ‘* sunset picture ’’ of Christ. Do not fear 
to tell him what is troubling you. 

Are you developing the essential part of 
your life? Education, riches, fun, are good, 
but they are not essential. 

Look about your door. 
one you can help ? 

If Christ had need of prayer, and found 
time in his crowded life to pray, dare we 
neglect it ? 

Have you a purpose in life? To what 
work are you called? Do not let the desire 
= others ‘‘sidetrack’’ your main purpose in 
ife. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read. Mark 1: 29-45. What is the ‘“sun- 
set picture ’’ of Christ? What does it teach 
us? 

Read Mark 2: I-12. 
man reach Jesus? 

Read Luke § : 18-26. How did these men 
act their faith ? 

Matthew 9: 1-8. What is blasphemy? 
Why did they say Jesus blasphemed ? Mem- 
orize Psalm 103: 2, 3. 

Read Mark 2 : 1-12. 


How? 


Is there not some 


How did a palsied 


Why did Jesus cure 
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this man? What was the greatest thing done 
for this man? Who objected? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


=e 
Simple Geography Lessons 
By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


Would you like your class or Sunday- 
school to have a thorough working knowl- 
edge of the geography of Palestine? Dr. 
Hurlbut is making this possible through 
a series of sevcn brief supplemental les- 
sons. Last week’s issue of the Times, 
page 103, commenced the series, and gave 
suggestions as to how to use these les- 
sons in the class or for a department or 
school as a whole, 


Natural Features of the Land 


RAW as before the two lines of the first 
lesson, but without any lettering, and 
review the names of the five bodies of 

water; also all the distances and other facts 
already learned. 

Let us now look at the land of Palestine 
in its great natural features : how it looks to 
one who  mysey over it, from west to east. 
Most people go to Palestine by water, land- 
ing on the coast, so we begin there. 

1, There is the Sea-coast Plain. [Indi- 
cate its eastern border by a line of moun- 
tains, as shown on the map.] You will no- 
tice that it is divided into two parts, quite 
different, one south, the other north of 
Mount Carmel, On the south it widens as 
it proceeds; on the north it widens into a 
level place known as ‘‘ The Great Plain of 
Esdraelon ’’ (PE); a field where more battles 
have been fought than at any other one spot 
on earth, Then on the north it narrows 
again, und closely follows the line of the 
Mediterranean Sea, 


Lesson 2. 

















2. Back of the Sea-coast Plain, after cross- 
ing some low hills, we come to the J/oun- 
tain Region, which is the backbone of the 
country,—a land of steep mountains and 
valleys. This. land was the home of the 
Israelites, who never during Bible times 
livéd to any extent upon the plains. 

3. The mountain region on its eastern 
border drops very suddenly into a deep 
gorge, plowed from north to south, and 
deeper as it goes southward, ‘This is the 
Jordan Valley; the deepest valley on all 
the earth, lower than the Mediterranean 
Sea. The Sea of Galilee is nearly 700 feet, 
and the Dead Sea nearly 1,30c feet, below 
sea level. If a canal were cut across the 
piain of Esdraclon to the Sea of Galilee, all 
the valley would be filled, and would become 
a great lake. 

4. On the east of the Jordan Valley rise 
mountains again, but less ragged in their 
summits, and gradually sloping away to the 
great Syrian desert. ‘This forms the Zastern 
Zable Land. 

Again erase the lettering, and review the 
names of these four parallel sections: 1. The 
Sea-coast Plain, including the plain of Esdra- 
elon. 2. The Mountain Region. 3. The Jor- 
dan Valley. 4. The Eastern Tab! eLand. 


Newark, N. J. 
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My Class of Boys 
By Philip E. Howard 


OY—MATERIAL IN THE LEsson.—1, The 
word ‘* straightway ”’ is full of life and 
significance. Let the boys give other 

words t have a similar meaning. Ask 
them how many instances of its use they 
found in the last lesson and in this, Enlarge 
on the importance of the straightway kind o1 
action in right-doing. 

2. What is d P ion? Here is 
a theme that very likely has been brought 
home to the boys in no uncertain language 
by more than one neighborhood critic of 
their personal doings. Most boys know how 
it feels to be told they have been acting as 
if they were ** possessed,’’ but they have little 
idea of the meaning of that charge. Care- 
fully distinguish between Satan’s ordinarily 
used influence, and actual possession by 
demons. The literal ‘* possession ’’ as re- 
corded in Scripture exists to-day in heathen 
lands, and, very rarely, in Christian lands 
also, Access to Dr. John L. Nevius’ book 
on demon-possession (‘* Demon Possession 
and Allied Themes,’’ Revell. $1.50) would 
give any teacher a wealth of information of 
an exceedingly interesting character on this 
subject. A valuable summary from Dr. 
Nevius’ book is given on page 125 in this 
issue, 

3. The cleansing power of Christ in deal- 
ing with sin. Many boys are sick at heart 
with a sense of sin. ‘They are hungry for 
help. It may be that a bad habit about 
which they talk with bravado is really a 
nightmare to them, and they would give any- 
thing to be rid of it. Go deep into life with 
them. The Christ who cleansed the poor, 
wretched leper can purify a willing boy; and 
can make even an unwilling boy willing. 

More than enough material for a thorough- 
going lesson with the boys is here pointed 
out. I found the whole subject of demon- 
possession of instant interest to all my boys 
at the start of the lesson, and after talking 
quite fully and freely of Satan’s more subtle 
and less noticed presence in the ordinary 
temptations of life, we moved on tc the heart 
of the cure in Christ, and his loving ways with 
us. I showed the boys the Underwood Stereo- 
graph of a group of lepers, a true picture of 
dreadful physical conditions, and I told them 
of missions to lepers like those of Samuel E. 
Stokes, Jr., in India (** The Love of God.’’ 
The Sunday School Times Co. 40 cents), 
and Sam Higginbottom’s work in the same 
land (such as is told of in Mr. Jackson’s arti- 
cle on page 115 in this issue), And through- 
out the lesson Christ, always Christ, was lifted 
up, that these boys might be drawn to him for 
their own cleansing in their heart of hearts. 





Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. Evervbody be sure to learn the Golden 
Text, Psalm 103 : 2, 3. 

2. Ask one of the boys to write out a hun- 
dred-word description of a house such as is 
mentioned in the lesson, 

3. How could a man take up his bed and 
go, even when well? 

4. What is palsy ? 

5. What does blaspheme mean ? 

6. Do we know to day where Capernaum 
is, and, if so, just where ? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


The Study Club 
By.President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Early Popular Ministry of Preaching 
and Healing in the Synagogues of 
Galilee (Mark 1 : 29-45; Matt. 

8 : 1-4,14; Luke 4: 38- 

44; 5: 12-16). 


ROM the incidents of the rest of that 
wonderful Sabbath in Capernaum we 
may infer much concerning the earl 

Galilean mninistry of Jesus. It wasa typical, 
if an uncommon, day. What reason have we 
for supposing that it was a Sabbath? 

Only a few incidents of this early ministry 
are recorded, but nearly every one of them 
is found in each Synoptic Gospel. The heal- 
ing of Peter’s mother-in-law is one such 
incident, and likewise the account of the 
evening activity. 

This incident. was singularly characteristic 
ot Jesus. He loved:to bless the households 
of: those: who were dear.to him. Luke 4: 
38. 39-brings out the.difficulty of the case, 
the unusual mode of healing, and the abso 
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luteness of the cure. An attack of fever 
usually leaves the patient very weak for some 
time. Although it was probably @ Sabbath, 
Jesus did not hesitate to act. 

Picture the animated scene at the going 
down of the sun! People had been talking 
even when they maintained a Sabbatic quiet. 
The little city now hummed with excitement. 
They brought to Jesus all sorts of people, with 
varied disorders. He could not find it in his 
heart to refuse one, exhausting as the work 
must have been to body and soul. No won- 
der that Matthew’s Gospel reminds us felici- 
tously of the description of the Messiah in 
Isaiah §3 : 4. 

What this really meant for Jesus is suggested 
by Mark’s story of the ror | slipping away of 
Jesus for quiet prayer. e dealt with the 
sick one by one, tenderly expressing his gra- 
cious and helpful sympathy. Such work is 
costly. Itused him up. He literally gave 
them his own life, 

Bennett suggests that his success-as a 
healer created a new crisis in his life, which 
he had to face out in the desert alone with 
God. Was it to be his chief duty to exercise 
this power to heal? 

If he had been perplexed, the hours of 
communion with the Father cleared up his 
doubts. When Simon and the others found 
him, his purpose was clear and resolute. 
He would preach with all his power through- 
out Galilee, spreading wide the message of 
salvation, ‘ 

For some time thereafter, perhaps for 
some months, Jesus preached and taught and 
healed in the synagogues of Galilee. Ie 
was welcomed, followed, admired and re- 
spected. These were halcyon days, which 
must have been happy ones. Consider their 
value in relation to his work as a whole. 

A comparison of Luke 4: 44, Mark 1 : 39, 
and Matthew 4: 23 in order shows that his 
work was varied, but that his emphasis was 
on preaching. One day, however, a leper 
appealed to him, a loathsome, repulsive, 
skulking semblance of a man, the very emblem 
of misery. ‘louched to the heart, Jesus re- 
sponded to his appeal and healed him. The 
man’s delight overbore his obedience. 
of the remarkable cure spread abroad and 
aroused such an interest that Jesus actually 

ad to'discontinue fot'a while his work ‘ir 
towns and hide away. 

What a joyous way to live—at white heat, 
doing large things—for the kingdom, It is 
our Lord’s message to us. 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS, 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











March 4 to 10 
Mon.—Mark 1 : 29-45; Matt. 4: 23-25. Jesus the 
Healer. 

What an experience this was for these 
newly-converted fishermen! Simon and 
Andrew, James and John, They heard his 
words of authority; they saw his deeds of 
healing. Suffering could not be overlooked, 
but he spent himself to assuage it! He was 
the Saviour of the physical life as well as the 
spiritual, Here social service began. No 
wonder the multitude sought him, 


O thou Great Physician, we thank thee 
that every sufering child of thine touches 
thy heart. hat the utterance of thy loving 
heart blended its expression with unselfish 
service. As we work to heal the hearts of 
those who suffer, may we spend ourselves in 
relieving their pain and misery, In Christ's 
name. Amen, 


Tues.—John 4 : 46-53. Healing of the Noble- 
man’s Soa. 


This teply which Jesus gave to the noble- 
man was not thoughtless or unkind, but it 
was atest. The man did not stop to argue, 
but repeated his urgent appeal, and mani- 
fested his faith as the heart spoke. Such 
faith was immediately rewarded. ‘* Thy son 
liveth.’’ ** And he went his way.”’ 

O loving and merciful God, give us a 
faith like the faith of this father,—a faith 
that is not baffled nor even worried in times 
of testing; a faith that yearns for those we 
love, and trusts the source of infinite help; 
that asks, believes, and recetves! Through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Wed.—John $+ 2-15, Cure at Bethesda. 

The fact that the poor man who had been 
sick all his life did not recognize Jesus Christ, 
or even know about him, made no difference 
to the Master. He saw his hopelessness 
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and he There was no faith in his. 
answer when he asked: ‘‘ Wilt thou be. 
made whole?’’ But there was need, and 
he healed him. 


O thou who art ever compassionate and 
loving, may we so lose ourselves in Serv- 
ice that we may ever see the needs of helpless 
and hopeless ones aboutus. May we follow 
thy example in letting them find out who we 
are afterward, and thus honor thee. Amen. 


Thurs.—Matt. 12 : 9-21. Healing on the Sabbath. 

The divine insight of the Master is notice- 
able all through the Gospels ; quick to dis- 
cern the genuine, he was equally alert to 
detect the insincere, and fearless to rebuke 
it. _Hesaw that men might break the law 
by simply living to fulfil it. Another exam- 
ple of the love of law instead of the law of 
love. 


We pray thee, our Father in heaven, that 
we may live with the character of the Old 
Testament and the spirit of the New; that 
we may never break the Sabbath by being 
lawless, nor keep it by being loveless, May 
we make thy day holy in our deeds, and thus 
know Christ. Amen, 


Fri.—Acts 16: 14-18. Power of Christ’s Name. 

The nower of Christ was seen in Lydia’s 
conversion, as well as in the saving of this 
poor crazed woman. ‘The power of God to 
open the heart of Lydia to listen, and then 
yield her will, was as great as the power 
Paul éxercised in commanding the evil spirit 
to come out of the one possessed with the 
demon, 


Almighty God, we praise thee that thou 
hast the power to touch the heart and change 
the life. That thou canst influence those 
who are cultured and honorable as readily as 
those who are manifestly possessed of the evil 
one. May we as thy disciples use aright thy 


| great power, that high and low may be one to 


thee. In Chris?’ s name. Amen. 


Sat.—Acts 9: 32-43. Healing through Disciples. 
Just as God used many of the early disci- 


| ples in giving to them supernatural power 


| 





“ | to meet special needs, so to-day he has given 
News | 


the great world wonderful power over disease 
by natural means. Hundreds of thousands 
in civilized and heathen, lands live to-day be- 
cause of the physician and medical mission- 
ary. . 

We thank thee, O God, that thou hast 
granted the gift of healing to the nations in 
the skill and wisdom of those who love and 
serve thee. We thank thee for the restora- 
tion of sight to countless blind eyes in 
india and China ; for the influence of the 
medical missionaries. We pray for physi- 
cians the world over, that they may be thy 
disciples, In Chris?s name. Amen. 


Sun.—Acts 19: 8-20. Healing Power. 

There are always those who seek to use 
sacred terms and divine means for persoyal 
and selfish purposes. Every community and 
city will have its ‘*Sceva,’’ but many times 
he is not discovered and exploited as he was 
at Ephesus, As Christian men and women 
we must be willing to disclose insincerity if 
we are to protect and honor God’s sincere 
worshipers. 


Deliver us, O God, from the unscrupu- 
lous and wicked devices which exist in thy 
name, May they cease to prey upon men’s 
souls and lives, Help us to remember that 
we fight against spiritual wickedness in high 
places, Give to thy church insight and in- 
teliigence to discern sincerity and denounce 
hypocrisy. In Chris?’s name. Amen. 





Adult Class Questions 


Answered by W. C. Pearce 
Superintendent of the International 
Adult Department 





When reference is made in this column to any “ In- 
ternational” leaflets or publications of any sort, un- 
less otherwise stated they may be obtained from the 
ofhce of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, Hartford Building, Chicago. 


NEW JERSEY.—What method can you sug- 
est for dicsusitnn the mer of a church in the 


undav -school — especially in the subject of 
Adult Bible Ciass work ?—G. B. 

E have prepared a stereopticon lecture 
on ‘* The Adult Bible Class Movement 
of North America.’’ It contains pic- 

tures of many types of classes, and illustrates 
the various forms of activities in which adult 
Bible classes are engaged. It also contains 
appropriate and especially illustrated songs: 
There are one hundred slides, all beautifully 





colesed,. anda descriptive address accom- 
each: set of slides, <All or’ part of 
these slides may either be rented or 


purchased. 
eet Bond & on 105 
North Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
ILLiNOIS.—Should an organized adult Bible 
class contribute all their offerings to the 
school, or only a part? ¥ oes part, what 
percentage is advisable ?—L.-H. D. 


gery ry has toaght that every adult 
class that is su must have some 
money of its own which it can spend 
as the officers and members of the class deem 
advisable. 

It is, of course, absolutely essential that 
the adult Bible class should be very generous 
and hearty in its support of the entire Sun- 
day-school enterprise. . For a class to use all 
of its money for its own work, and leave the 
younger classes to provide their own equip- 
ment, would be like a father or a big brother 
in the home spending all his money on him- 
self, and letting the mother and little sisters 
shift for themselves, 

You will readily recognize, therefore, that 
the wisest plan is to provide some means by 
which the class will generously support the 
Sunday-school, and at the same time have 
money for its own class-work. This is pro- 
vided in various ways. Some classes give 
all the Sunday offerings to the school, and 
then take care of their own work by special 
subscriptions or class dues. Others give a 
percentage of their collections to the Sun- 
day-school, and keep a part for their own 
work, Still other classes make a definite 
cash subscription to the Sunday-school, and 
use all the money they raise besides for their 
own work and their benevolences. 








GEORGIA.—Is a class on Sunday-school 
methods in a college Sunday-school a prac- 
tical thing? If so, what is the very best book 
to use? If you think this sort of class is not 
practical, what would you suggest for fitting 
these young women for leadership in Sunday- 
school work in their communities? This is a 
great center of influence. As superintendent I 
want to see it radiating forces that will reach 
farthest.—H. B. A. : 


AM fully persuaded that the kind of class 
you suggest is not only most practical, 
but greatly needed,.and I trust the day 

may.come soon when such classes will be in 
every Christian college on the continent. 

It is impossible for me to name the best 

book for use in your class, Ifthe school of 
which you are superintendent is a denomina- 


| tional school, the best book for you to use is 


probably the .one issued by your denomina- 
tion, ‘The International Teacher Training 
Leaflet gives a list of all the text-books which 
have been approved according to Interna- 
tional standards. You will notice that the 
First Standard Course requires a study of four 
subjects,—the Bible, the Sunday-school, the 
pupil, and the art of teaching. In the Ad- 
vanced Standard Course the same subjects 
are studied, and also church history and 
missions. Twice as much time is required 
for the completion of the Advanced Standard 
Course as is required for the First Standard 
Course. For a college class I would recom- 
mend the Advanced Course. 

The leaflet above referred to contains also 
suggestions as to the organization and con- 
duct of teacher-training classes. 





RHODE ISLAND.—We have a Bible class of 
women numbering forty-three members. Sev- 
eral years ago we organized and called our- 
selves the Philathea Class. We decided now 
to obtain a charter, but upon er Soe we 
have passed. the limit. Do 
classes retain their name after they have 
passed the age limit? Also will you kindly 
suggest a name for this class ?—H. B. 

O FAR asI know, the name “‘ Philathea’’ 
has not been copyrighted: This being 
so, you could, of course, keep the name 

if you wish to do so, even though you have 
passed the age limit. 

Because there are so many names for adult 
classes it is difficult to suggest a definite 
name for you .in case you should wish to 
change. Some choose names that are purely 
scriptural, such as ‘* Daughters of Ruth’’; 
others names that indicate service or 
loyalty to the Master, such as ‘* Loyal Wo- 
men.’’ A great many women classes take 
the name “ Delta Alpha.’’ 

You are wise in desiring to have your class 
come into healthful fellowship with other 
adult classes of your state. If you will com- 
municate with your State ‘Sunday - school 
Association, they will send you a copy of 
Adult Division Leaflet No. 2, which contains 
many suggestions on class organization. The 
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back page of this leaflet is “an” application 
blank, if, you will fill this out and send ; 
it to yoar State Association will 
issue to you an International Certificate of 
Recognition, which will put you in touch 
not only with the work in your own state, 
but also with the work of your denomination 
and of adult Bible classes throughout the 


country. 


WASHINGTON.—I would like to ask how to 
make a interesting and 
helpful without “barter” method of 
making money.—L. E.-R. 

HE best way to displace any poor method 
is tointroduce a better one. ‘The barter 
method of raising money is largely a 

matter of habit. Without having full infor- 
mation concerning your experience, it is 
difficult for me to give the exact steps that 
should be taken in the endeavor to meet the 
problem which is before you. The follow- 
ing principles are, however, fundamental to 
solving the problem of securing money for 
the Lord’s work in the best way. 

Seek an early opportunity to present to 
your class some benevolent philanthropy or 
missionary work that will strongly appeal to 
all, or at least most, of the members of your 
class. Be prepared to lead off yourself with 
a liberal offering. ‘They will probably follow 
with great cheerfulness, and in this way will 
learn that it is more blessed to give than it is 
to receive. 

Introduce activities that require a contri- 
bution of personal service as well as money. 
When men and women put themselves into 
any work, the money that is needed to bring 
success will be cheerfully and liberally con- 
tributed, For instance, if your class is 
trained to visit the sick regularly, it will be 
only natural for them to contribute money 
that may be needed for the sick who are in 
need of financial help. 

International Adult Division Leaflets Num- 
bers 3 and 4 are devoted exclusively to class 
activities. It would be well for you to write 
to your State Sunday School Association and 
secure sufficient copies of these to give to 
each member of your class or atleast to your 
class officers and membets of class com- 
mittees. , 








MissouRI.—Can you help mé with some 
suggestions as to teaching a class of bovs, six- 
teen to eighteen years old, to arouse their in- 
terest in the study of the Bible, and inspire 
them to earnest Christian living and work ?— 
H. H. O. 

E AN earnest Bible student. yaurself. 
Like begets like. One apology on the 

part of the teacher for not. having a 
well-prepared lesson will do more to lower 
the opinion the boys have of your interest in 
Bible study than any other one thing I know. 

Lead the class in a practical study of the 
Scriptures,—that is, study the Bible in such 
a way as to find out what it teaches about 
the everyday problems of life which are ab- 
sorbing the attention of the boys, At this 
particular age boys are ambitious. to do 
things, and they are therefore especially in- 
terested in the sort of teaching that is full of 
appeal for definite service. 

Assign definite study work for the boys to 
do in advance. -If you assign the kind of 
work that they enjoy and can do, though 
they may at first accept with hesitation, and 
if you patiently persist until they become 
accustomed to the new program, they will 
like it more and more, and their interest wil] 
steadily increase. It will be very. difficult 
for you to arouse an intense’ interest in Bible 
study on Sunday if the members of your class 
do not study the Bible regularly through the 
week, ‘ 

Adopt the class discussion method, Boys 
like to talk things over together. _ Perhaps 
nothing has been found that will contribute 
more to. the interesting of boys in Bible study 
than the privilege of discussing in class the 
various truths of the lessons. 

The Pocket Testament League is being 
introduced in many boys’ classes, and from 
the reports received it is evidently being used 
of God in cultivating the habit of carrying 
the Bible and in reading it daily. A leaflet 
may be had free of charge from The Sunday 
School Times Company, giving hints on 
League work, with prices of Testaments, or 
a fuller pamphlet of suggestions, at 10 cents. 

Do not fail to use the Bible at every reci- 
tation. By practise teach them how to. find 
reference texts, and also instruct them in 
some simple but practical methods of mark- 
ing their Bibles. This will encourage them 
to bring their Bibles regularly, and will help 
them to learn how to use the Book of books. 
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LESSON FOR MAR. 10 (Mark1 : 29-45; Matt. 4 : 23-25) 





Y FIRST home in China was in the 


city of N in the province of 
Che-kiang, w place we reached 
in the spring of 1854. My first work was of 
course that of ‘acquiring the language. A 
native scholar, Mr. Tu, was engaged to serve 
me as a teacher, He was a strong believer 
in the “ supernatural,’’ and when we could 
understand each other through the medium 
of bis vernacular, spiritual manifestations and 
s formed a frequent subject of con- 
versation, I brought with me to China a 
stcong conviction that a belief in demons, 
and communications with spiritual beings, 
belongs exclusively toa barbarous and super- 
stitious age, and at present can consist only 
with mental weakness and want of culture. 
I indulged Mr. Tu, however, in talking on 
his favorite topics, because he did so with 
peculiar fluency and zest, and thus elements 
of variety and novelty were utilized in our 
severe and otherwise monotonous studies. 

But Mr. Tu’s marvelous stories soon lost 
the charm of novelty. I used my best en- 
deavors, though with little success, to con- 
vince bim that his views were the combined 
result of ignorance and imagination, I could 
not but notice, however, the striking resem- 
blance between some of his statements of 
alleged facts and the demonology of Scrip- 
ture. This resemblance I accounted for as 
only apparent or accidental, though it still 
left in my mind an unpleasant regret that it 
was so strong, and I should also add a feel- 
ing amounting almost to a regret that such 
detailed statements should have been re- 
corded in the Bible, 

In the summer of 1861 we removed from 
Ningpo to the province of, Shantung, in 
Northern China. ‘There again I met ‘with 
many evidences of this same popular belief, 
which constantly confronted us in the prose- 
cution of our missionary work. 


. . . . . 


Early in the sammer of 1879 I heard from 
the native assistant, Leng, of a case of sup- 
posed ‘* possession,’’ in which he had failed 
to afford relief. This failure he attributed 
to want of faith. At my request he gave me 
an account of the case, which, in his own 
words, is as follows : 

‘*This spring when I was at Tse-kia 
chwang, in the district of Shiu-kwang, I 
was giving the Christians there an account of 
the caseof Mr. Kwo at Hing-kia, when an 
inquirer present said: ‘We have a similar 
case here.’ It was that of a woman, also 
named Kwo. She was thirty-two years of 
age, and had suffered from this’ infliction 
eight years. It happened that at the time 
of my visit the woman was suffering more 
than usual, Her husband, in the hope that 
the demon would not disturb his wife in the 
house of a Christian, had brought her to the 
home of his brother-in-law, Mr. Sen, who 
had lately professed Christianity. 

‘*On my arrival they said to me: ‘She is 
here, on the opposite side of the court,’ and 
they begged me to cast out the spirit ; as 
they had tried every method they knew of 
without effect. Then without waiting for 
my assent, they brought the woman into the 
room where I was. I said: ‘I have no 
power to do anything of myself. _We must 
ask God to help us.’ While we knelt in 
prayer the woman was lying on an earthen 
bed, apparently unconscious, When the 
prayer was finished she was sitting up, her 
eyes closed, with a fluttering motion of the 
eyelids, her countenance like one weeping, 
and the fingers of both hands tightly clenched. 
She would allow no one to straighten her 
closed fingers, I then, hardly expecting an 
answer, as the woman had hitherto been 
speechless, said to the demon: ‘Have you 
no fear of God? ~Why do you come here to 
afflict this woman?’ To this I received in- 
stantly the following reply : 


* Tien-fu Yia-su puh kwan an, 
Wo tsai che-li tsih pa nian, 
Ni iao nien wo, nan shang nan, 
Pi iao keh wo pa-shin ngan." 
(Translation) : 
‘God and Christ will not interfere. I 
have been here seven or eight years; and I 


Déetion-Possession 


-Does'the Bible mean just what 
it says about demon-possession ? 
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in the First and Twentieth Centuries 


By the late John L. Nevius, D.D. 
For Forty Years a Missionary to the Chinese 


Perhaps in few matters is “‘our misunderstood Bible" less honored 
_than in the usual vague interpretation of demon-possession. Where 


Scripture narrative cannot be verified in 


present experience, a common 


resort is to explain away or modify its statements, That the fact of 


literal demon- 


ssion is being verified in 


sent experience, is the 


startling revelation of the missionaries and Chinese Christians whose 
testimony Dr. John L. Nevius so compellingly presents, And most 
striking is the correspondence in every particular with the phenomena 


in the Scripture record—the distinct 
their knowledge of Jesus Christ, the va 


rsonality of the demons, 
ty and viciousness of their 


manifestations, and, greatest of all, their subjection to the disciples 


who cast them out in the name of Christ. 
humbly believe what the Word says about evil spirits 
and also what it says about the gripping of the 
ing us for the revealing and casting out of the subtle and 


all we reverently and 
pping men, 
oly Spirit, empower- 
idden 


demons of twentieth century America? 


This article is compiled and reprinted from the standard work 
on the subject by Dr. Nevius, ‘‘ Demon-Possession and Allied 
Themes,"’ published by the Fleming H. Revell Co. (1.50), | 








claim this as my resting-place. You cannot 
get rid of me.’ 

*¢ She continued for some time uttering a 
succession of rhymes similar to the above, 
without the slightest pause, the purport of 
them all being: ‘I want a resting-place, 
and I’JI not leave this one.’ The utterances 
were so rapid that the verse given above was 
the only one I could remember perfectly. I 
can recall another line: ‘You are men, but 
I am shien’ (that is, one of the genii). After 
repeating these verses, evidently extempo- 
rized for the occasion, a person present 
dragged her back to her apartments,—the 
demon not having been exorcised.’’ 

Mr. Leng revisited this region in the month 
of August. His further, and more satisfac- 
tory experiences in connection with this 
case, I also give in his own words: 

‘*I was attending service one Sunday at 
a village called Wu-kia-miao-ts, two miles 
from Tse-kia chwang, and Mr. Sen from the 
latter village was present. Noticing in Mr. 
Sen’s hand a paper parcel I inquired wha it 
contained, and was told that it contained 
cinnabar, This isa medicine which is mach 
used for the purpose of expelling evil spirits. 
Mr, Sen said he had procured it to adminis- 
ter to the possessed woman, Mrs. Kwo, who 
was suffering from her malady very severely. 
I then spoke to the Christians present as 
follows : 

‘*¢We are worshipers of the true God. 
We ought not to use the world’s methods 
for exorcising demons, but rather appeal to 
God only. The reason why we did not suc- 
ceed before was our want of faith. This is 
our sin.’ 

**T went on to tell them how willing God 
is to answer prayer, referring to my own ex- 
perience in the famine region, when, re- 
duced almost to starvation, I prayed to God 
for help, and was heard and rescued. I 
asked those present if they would join me in 
prayer for Mrs. Kwo, and they all did so. 
After this I set out for Tse-kia chwang in 
company with two other Christians. 

‘* While this was transpiring at Wu-kia- 
miao-ts the Christians at Tse-kia chwang 
were attempting to hold their customary 
Sunday service ; but Mrs, Kwo (or the de- 
mon possessing her) was determined to pre- 
vent it. She raved wildly, and springing 
upon the table threw the Bibles and hymn- 
books on the floor. The wife of a younger 
Mr, Sen, who was a Christian, then became 
similarly affected, and the two women were 
raving together. They were heard saying to 
each other : 

**¢ Those three men are coming here, and 
have got as far as the stream.’ 

** Some one asked: ‘ Who are coming?’ 

** The woman replied with great emphasis : 
‘One of them is that man Leng.’ 

** As I was not expected to visit that place 
until a few days later, a daughter of the 
family said: ‘He will not be here to-day.’ 
To which the demon replied: ‘If he does 
not come here to-day, then I am no shien. 
They are now crossing the stream and will 
reach here when the sun is about so high,’ 
and she pointed to the west. 

** No one could have known, in the ordinary 
way, that we were coming, as our visit was 





not thought of until just before starting. 
Moreover the two men who went with me 
were from different villages, at a consider- 
able distance in opposite directions, and had 
had no previous intention of accompanying 
me, 
‘© When we arrived at the village a large 
company were assembled at Mr. Sen’s 
house, attracted by the disturbance, and 
curious to see the result of it. After a time 
I went into the north building, where the 
two raving women were sitting together on 
the earthen bed.. I addressed the demon 
possessing them as follows: 

*¢¢ Do you not know that the members of 
this family are believers in the true God, and 
that this is a place used for his worship ? 
You are not only disturbing the peace of 
this house, but you are fighting against God. 
If you do not leave, we will immediately 
call upon God to drive you out.’ 

‘*The younger of the two women then 
said to the other: ‘Let us go—let us go!’ 
The other drew back on the bed, angrily 
saying, ‘I’ll not go! TI’ll stay and be the 
death of this woman!’ 

** I then said with great vehemence : ‘ You 
evil, malignant spirit! You have not the 
power of life and death; and you cannot 
intimidate us by your vain threats. We will 
now call upon God to drive you out.’ So 
the Christians all knelt to pray. 

‘*The bystanders say that during the 
prayer the two possessed persons, awaken- 
ing as if from sleep, looked about, and, see- 
ing us kneeling, quietly got down from the 
earthen bed and knelt beside us, When we 
rose from prayer we saw the women still 
kneeling; and soon aiter Mrs. Kwo arose 
and came forward, greeting us naturally and 
politely, evidently quite restored.’? Here 
ends Mr. Leng’s narrative, 

I myself visited the place in the month of 
October in company with the Rev. J. A. 
Leyenberger, at which time Mrs. Kwo asked 
for baptism. As she gave evidence of sin- 
cerity and faith in Christ, she was baptized, 
together with thirteen others. 

The statements of Mr. Leng, as given 
above, were confirmed by minute examina- 
tions of all the parties concerned, and their 
testimony was clear and consistent. Noone 
in the village or neighborhood doubts the 
truth of the story; nor do they regard it as 
anything specially strange or remarkable. 

‘The phenomena we have been considering 
are certainly rarely met with in Western and 
nominally Christian lands. But though rare 
they are not wholly wanting. Perhaps they 
may be more common than is generally 
supposed. 

It is important to note that most mission- 
aries come to China with a strong prejudg- 
ment of the matter, holding the opinion 
generally prevalent in Christian countries 
that demon-possessions were providentially 
permitted in Apostolic times, and made to 
subserve important ends in the establishment 
of the Christian church; but that they are 
events only of the past. This prejudgment 
is so strong in some persons that the possi- 
bility of such cases at present is not fora 
moment entertained. A young missionary 
recently arrived in China, on learning that 











this subject was being examined into, ex- 
pressed with great warmth, and in very posi- 
tive terms, his ‘‘surprise that missionaries 
should spend their time in such an eoauhy 
or allow native Christians connected wi 
them to talk about or believe in ‘ possessions’ 
as an existing fact.’’ 

It is my impression from a e corre- 
spondence with missionaries in China, and 
from personal acquaintance with many of 
them, that they do not, as a rule, hold the 
itive and extreme view above expressed. 
e whose time is mostly spent in the open 
ports, and in literary work in the study, have 
not had their attention specially called to 
this subject, and have not come into possés- 
sion of facts upon which to form a judgment. 
I have only known two who have expressed 
positive unbelief in the reality of these 
** possessions. ’’ ; 

On the other hand there are Protestant 
missionaries who have no doubt that numer- 
ous cases may be found in China of ‘‘ demon- 

ssion,’’ similar to those which were met 
with in the early history of the church. Mis- 
sionaries who have personal and familiar 
intercourse with infant churches in the 
interior of China will, I think, agree in the 
statement that supposed cases of this kind 
are very numerous; and I believe also that 
it is the growing opinion that the natives are 
right in attributing them to demons. 

It is a confirmation of the truth of the evi- 
dence of these Chinese witnesses that it 
agrees in every important particular with that 
of other nations ancient and modern, The 
importance claimed for the evidence of these 
Chinese witnesses is, that it shows the per- 
sistence of these phenomena up to the present 
time, and furnishes details not to be expected 
when this subject is not specifically treated, 
but only referred to incidentally and frag- 
mentarily. 

The facts established may be summarized 
as follows : 

1, Certain abnormal physical and mental 
phenomena such as have been witnessed in 
all ages and among all nations, and attributed 
to possession by demons, are of frequent oc- 
currence in China and other nations and have 
been generally referred to the same cause, 

2. The supposed demoniac at the time of 
** possession ’’ passes into an abnormal state, 
the character of which varies indefinitely, 
being marked by depression and melancholy; 
or vacancy and stupidity amounting some- 
times almost to idiocy, or it may be that he 
becomes ecstatic, or ferocious and malignant. 

3- During transition from the normal to 
the abnormal state, the subject is often 
thrown into paroxysms, more or less violent, 
during which he sometimes falls on the 
ground senseless, or foams at the mouth, 

resenting symptoms similar to those of epi- 
epsy or hysteria. 

4. The intervals between these attacks 


-yary indefinitely from hours to months, and 


during these irtervals the physical and men- 
tal condition of the subject may be in every 
respect healthy and normal. The duration of 
the abnormal states varies from a few minutes 
to several days. The attacks are sometimes 
mild and sometimes violent. If frequent and 
violent the physical health suffers. 

5. During the transition period the subject 
often retains more or less of his normal con- 
sciousness. The violence of the paroxysms 
is increased if the subject struggles against, 
and endeavors to repress the abnormal symp- 
toms. When he yields himself to them the 
violence of the paroxysms abates, or ceases 
altogether. 

6. When normal consciousness is restored 
after one of these attacks the subject is en- 
tirely ignorant of everything which has passed 
during that state. 

The most striking characteristic of 
these cases is that the subject evidences an- 
other personality, and the normal personal- 
ity for the time being is partially or wholly 
dormant. 

8. The new personality presents traits of 
character utterly different from those which 
really belong to the subject in his normal 
state, and this change of character is with 


( Continued on next page) 








es ae Ng ne en ely 80 ee 





126 * 








Methodist Book Concern 


EATON & MAINS JENNINGS & GRAHAM 
New York Cincinnati 


' PURNISH PROMPTLY 
Books of any Publisher. 
Best Supplies for Pastors and Churches, 
Latest Sunday School Equipment. 
Graded and Uniform Lesson Helps. 


Sunday- School 


LATEST + see cere 
EVERY DEPARTMENT 





Our new Catalogue sent 
]. free on receipt your name and address 


Write To-day for our 


EASTER CATALOG 














ASTER 


SERVICES 


Send 15 cents for samples of our latest, 

including a complete copy of ** The 
Victor of Bozrah,”’ our ie 
Easter Story and Song Service, 


The Victor of Bozrah 


A Beautiful Easter-Gift Book 
Printed on Japan antique hand made 
finish deckeled edge paper, with col- 
ored frontispiece from an original 
drawing, bound in morocco grained 
silver Fabrikoid with title stamped in 
Size of book, 3% x8 inches. 

rice 35 cts. postpaid, Special price 
to Pastors and Sunday School Su- 
perintendents in quantities of one 
dozen or more. 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 


265 West 36th Street, New York 
i’ West Washington St., Chicago 


~~ rple. 





ie 





Easter Services 


“GLORY IS DAWNING* 
Easter Echoes No. 29. Music and Word 
Edition. 

. MUSIC EDITION — 

*rices prepaid, § cts. per copy, 55 cts. per 

dozen, £4.25 per kundvel. 

WORD EDITION— 
$1.00 per hundred, less than a hundred at 1% 
cts. eac 

SEND8 CENTS-— for package containing one each 
of the above, also our Easter Catalogue and il- 
lustrated circular of Easter Collection devic«s. 

FOR 75 CENTS —we will niail you one each of 
our Easter Echoes, 1-26 inclisive (26 complete 
Easter Services) containing in all 364 pages of 
well selected Easter Carols. 


MacCalla & Co., Inc., Paice Pz 
EASTER SERVICES 


EASTER OY BELLS, for paatoy Schools, by 
"ILLMORE. New 
HOPE, Joy, wWicTORY, for Stmday Schools, by 


New 
EASTEI "RECITATION ‘AND Dia DidLoa BOOK- 


9, with songs 
A New Cantata for Sunda Schostee HAIL, JOY- 
FUL MORN ENRY FILLMORE. Some- 





























iG, b 
thing unusually fine. 4 See a cop Py be nemare pin sg 
on your S. S. Easter Service, 0 cents. 
Our Easter Catalog Free. Contains ha ae new 
musical publications of interest. 
Fillmore Music <= 528 Elm Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 
41-43 Bible House,NewYork, N.Y 4 
EAS for the S. S. saa the the 
Church Choir. 
A Sample ro M our Sit and best Easter services 
for the S. S. will be mailed on receipt of roc. 

FREE, Our new catalog, describing Easter music, 
choir anthems, Easter Cantatas for theS. S. and Choir. 
music for voices of men and voices of women, etc:, will | 
be mailed for the asking. _A postal card will ‘suffice. 

‘The Church Choir for March (Easter number) will | 
contain three beautiful Easter numbers. Price, roc. 
GEO. F. ROSCHE & C0. Chica o> 237, W. Madison St. 

+» New 22 N. William St. 
FOR SUNDAY-SCHGOLS, Any Pastor, Superin- 
tendent, or Committee will be given Free Sample 
Services tor the a A new feature! Don’t miss 
it! Mention this ad f you need a Song Story ora 


Choir U Mack tell us. Send tx to any of ~s aeerenses 


Hall-M 
Adam Geibel Co. Lass 5 Wabesh Ave. Chicago 


“HE EASTER SONG 


A complete program for Easter. 
Send for sample copy. 

v 14 W. Washington 
Rodeheaver-Ackley Co., {. chitenc. 
PRAYER For Public Worship. Private Devotion 

and Fereonal Ministry. A Complete 
Guide to Devotion. This book is heipful to all, for home and 


pubtie use, Cloth, gold s aie postpaid to any address, 
$10@ M.E, MUNSON, Pub., 77 Bible House, 





New York 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


- 


i: (Continued from preceding page) 


rare exceptions in the direction of moral 
obliquity and imparity. 

9. Many persons while “ gemon- 
sessed ’’ give evidence of knowledge which 
cannot be accounted for in ordinary ways. 
|. They. often appear to know of the Lord Jesus 
Christ as a Divine Person, and show an aver- 
sion to and fear of him, ‘lhey sometimes 
converse in foreign languages of which in 
their normal states they are entirely i ignorant. 

10, Many cases of ** demon-possession ’ 
have been cured by prayer to Christ, or in 
his name, some very readily, some with diffi- 
culty. So far as we have been able to dis- 
cover, this method of cure has not failed in 
any case, however stubborn and long-con- 
tinued, in which it has been tried. And in 
no instance, so far as ai , has the mal- 
ady returned, if the sulject has become a 
ges and continued to lead a Christian 

le 

We believe that the language of the Bible 
with reference to demon-possession is to be 
interpreted in its ordinary literal sense ; that 
it represents actual occurrences ; that there 
were unseen spirits in Judea; that they 
sought opportunities to possess themselves 
of the bodies of men; that they did so, and 
while in possession of those bodies gave 
evidence of that possession which was pal- 
pable and unmistakable. They conversed 
threugh the organs of speech of the persons 
possessed, and gave evidence of personality, 
of desires, and fears; and acknowledged 
God’s authority over them, Our Saviour 
cast them out by his word, and gave the 
same authority to his disciples, though it 
does not clearly appear in the Scriptures 
how long that power was to continue, 

In a word, we believe that our Saviour 
said just what he meant; and that he was 

rfectly acquainted with this whole subject 
in all its facts and bearings. 

It thus appears that the hypothesis of 
demon-possession may claim a divine sanc- 
tion, as well as the common consent of all 
nations and ages. The question of such 


| events being repeated in the world’s history 


is simply a matter of evidence. As the 


m | result of the comparison which has been 
os ! 


| made, we see that the correspondence be- 





tween the cases met with in China and those 
recorded in Scripture Arne complete 4 cir- 
cumstantial, eri mo ty 
present aides ture Satdes. Phe 
frequent assertions, made in extracts which 
we have taken from a variety of authors, 
that the possession plienomena of Judea 
found in the Bible are identical with those 
of other lands seems justified, and we ma 
inquire, in the language of Bishop Cardwell 
of India, ‘* If the cases nowadays differ from 
those of the Hebrews in the time of Christ, 
will any one point out the exact bound and 
limit of the difference ? ’’ 

Now, as we have the highest authority for 
referring the phenomena presented in the 
Scriptures to the agency of evil spirits, the 
conclusion that the same phenomena met 
with in China and other lands is referable to 
the same cause is Sahai? we 

It was my hope when I be 
gate the subject of so-called *demon-posses- 
sion ”’ that the Scriptures and modern science 
would furnish the means of showing to the 
Chinese that these phenomena need not be 
referred to demons. The result has been 
quite the contrary. 

As to the character of these events, they 
are wonderful as giving evidence of the 
presence of unseen opposing powers, and the 
sovereignty of our Lord; but they are far 
less wonderful than the fact uf the everyday 
miracle of the quickening of dead souls by 
the life of Christ through the agency of the 
Holy Spirit. What renders those cases of 
demon-expulsion wonderful to us is the fact 
that in them spiritual being and spiritual 
events come, in a sense, within the range of 
our observation, and become to some extent 
tangible and palpable. But why, after all, 
has it in this age of the church'come to be 
regarded as a marvel that Christians should 
be able to cast out demons? We believe 
that Christ is present with his people, and 
that his Spirit dwells in them. Is it strange 
then that demons, recognizing Christ’s pres- 
ence with his people, should instinctively 
escape from a Christian atmosphere? Need 
we be surprised that in the early church the 
presence of one Christian was sometimes, we 
are told, sufficient to drive demons at once 
from the bodies they had possessed ? 


n to investi- 
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Worth Knowing} 





Boy Training (Edited by John L. Alex. 
ander).—** To the desolation of our jails,’’ 
is the toast proposed by Ernest ‘Thompson- 
Seton in his introductory chapter. Mr. 
Alexander has gathered the cream from the 
addresses of three annual Adult Workers’ 
Conferences of the Pennsylvania Young 
Men’s Christian Association, ‘To the stu- 
dent of boy problems the book is valuable 
for its well-rounded survey of a boy’s educa- 
tional relationships,—home, school, church, 
play. To the puzzled father it will be a 
window into the mind and soul of his mis- 
understood boy that, as the toast hints, ought 
to result in fewer bad boys and more good 
men. (Association Press. 75 cents.) 


The International Lesson System: 
The History of its Origin and Development 
(By John R. Sampcy, D. D., LL. D.).— 
These lectures are a hopeful sign that stu- 
dents for the ministry are to be given 
some training in their teaching as well as in 
their preaching work. For the basis of this 
| book was a series of such lectures, with 
| much added material, It is specially full 
; and accurate upon the development of the 
International Lesson System. ‘The informa- 
tion on instruction in the. schools of Raikes 
| and on the earlier Uniform Systems of study 
| in America is not quite so precise, not being 
; based on first-hand sources. ‘This book, 
| however, is a sympathetic and trustworthy 
story of the development of both the Uni- 
form Lessons and the Graded Lessons, and 
full lists of them are given in the Appendix. 
(Revell. $1.25, net.) 


A Fascinated Child (Edited by Basil 
Mathews) .—From the title, one might sup- 
pose that this beok contains the story of a 
particular child under ‘some particular fasci- 
nation. The major part of the volume con- 
sists of a number of stories for, or talks to, 
children, by more than a dozen writers or 
speakers, preceded by a few very short in- 
troductory chaptets under the general ‘head, 
** Wonder and the Hero,:or a quest for the 











Child Spirit,’? by Basil Mathews. This isan 
essay of unusual insight into and sympathy 
with the child mind. It is an account, or 
descriptive analysis, of the mental or soul 
processes by which the child grows into a 
conscious knowledge of the living Christ as 
a presence and a power. The talks that 
follow vary, of course; in quality, but their 
average is high.’ The initial talk, ‘*The 
Hall of Heroes,’’ is exceptionally fine. 
‘Taking them as a whole, these addresses to 
children of different ages are well worth 
gathering together as suggestive models of 
greater or less value. Religious workers 
with young children in the home, the school, 
or elsewhere, would do well to study this 
short but comprehensive essay. (Revell. 
$1, net.) 

Two Books About Tobacco.—lIt is 
well to know of two recent valuable contri- 
butions to the study of tobacco as a drug, 
and as a drug to which many are addicted 
who would be more opposed to its use did 
they but know its dangers as clearly as its 
fascinations. The one, ‘*Can It Be De- 
fended ?’’ by a layman (J. B. Wight) is 
the more readable of the two, and furnishes 
a sirong argument against tobacco for one 
whose conscience is alive with respect to 
duty toward one’s neighbor, including pos- 
terity. Its statements are in the main scien- 
tifically moderate, though the reviewer has 
still to see the article of this kind that does 
not err by a departure from the accurate 
statistical material to misleading generaliza- 
tions that do unintentional harm. Curiously 
enough, in the present brochure each of 
these statements is a quotation from a 
physician. Mention of two in one para- 
graph will suffice: ‘* All the cases of cancer 
of the mouth that I have come across, and 
they are pretty numerous, have been started 
by the pipe, cigar, or cigaret—as well as a 
third of the cases of heart disease that have 





come under my notice, were smokers.’’ 
The implied meaning in either and both of 
(Continued on next page) 
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from the Synoptic Gospels, and 
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Gospels. (50 cents net.) 
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cents net.) 


Medical Men 
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By ‘Dr. Robert N. Willson, Jr. 


This. popular work, bya Christian 
physician, net only reviews early 
medical. history, but especially 
brings © to the front Luke, phy- 
sician. and -Gospel writer, and 
Jesus, Master Physician. (///us- 
trated, $1.00 net.) 


Outline Harmony 
of the Gospels 
By Prof. M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Only an eight-page pamphlet, but 
packed full—showing in parallel 
columns events, places, dates, 
etc., of all the Gospels. (On 
fine paper, 10 cents, with stiff 
covers, 25 cents net.) 


A Chart of 

Christ’s Journeyings 
By C. E. Arnold, A.M. 
On,map paper, 9% x19. inches, 
folded within stiff covers, 34% x6% 

. inches... : Four .clear oytline: jour- 
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these assertions may be true, or may be un- 
true. Neither is scientifically accurate. 
The latter is of no value whatsoever, as $- 
pears when it is tga beside the equally, 
true statement Ai e reviewer’s) that ‘far’ 
more than one-third of the apparently nor- 
mal hearts seen in men by physicians are in 
smokers.’’ There is no need of inaccuracy 
in the cam against tobacco. The case 
is sufficiently strong if properly and persis- 
tently presented. The second book, ‘‘ To- 
bacco and Its Deleterious Effects,’’? by Dr. 
Charles E. Slocum, furnishes a satisfactory 
complement td the layman’s argument, It 
is strictly conservative, accurate in every de- 
tail, less winning in its manner of presenta- 
tion, and rather less likely to be read to the 
end, The two books together furnish quite 
an arsenal for the tobacco crusader. (Can 
dt Be Defended? By J. B. Wight. Nash- 
ville: Publishing House of the M.E. Church, 

th. 1ocents. Zodbacco and Its Deleter- 
ious Effects. By Charles E. Slocum, M.D, 
Toledo: Slocum Publishing Co. $1.) 


The Presence (By James M. Campbell, 
D.D.)—This is a remarkable contribution to 
the study of the person and work of Christ. 
Dr. Campbell is already known to many 
thoughtful readers by his books, ‘‘ Paul the 
Mystic’? and ‘*The Indwelling Christ.’’ 
Here he takes up the meaning of our Lord’s 

romise of an abiding presence in his Church, 
in relation to the life of to-day. He shows 
us the stages of the realization of Christ’s 
presence, —veiled in natural religion, limited 
or localized under the Old Testament, visual- 
ized and personalized in the Incarnation, 
spiritualized in the Resurrection, and uni- 
versalized through the Holy Spirit. The 
book brings to the front that new perception 
of Christ as the living and present Lord 
which has been growing upon the church 
since the Revival of 1859, and which is 
making our relation with Christ something 
richer and more precious than the mere legal 
tie to which orthodox theology was tending. 


The book.is pervaded with a fine, devout, 
and thoughtful spirit. (New York: Eaton 
& Mains, $1, net.) 





| Children at Home 





When Susie Went to the Zoo 
By Frank E. Graeff 


USIE lived up among the mountains of 

*Pennsylvania, and in all her four years 

of life in the world had never been be- 

yond the little village ten miles away, but 

now she and mother were going on a visit to 
Aunt Laura in Philadelphia. 

** We will take you to the Zoo to see the 
animals,’’ Aunt Laura wrote in her letter of 
invitation. 

‘* What is a Zoo, mother?’’ Susie asked 
when mother read the letter to her. 

‘* A place where they have elephants, and 
bears, and lions, and lots of other animals, 
and—’’ 

‘*Like in my book ?’’ Susie asked quickly, 
and hurried to get her book of animals so 
mother could tell her all about the ‘‘ am’nals’’ 
as she called them. ‘‘ Do the little girlsand 
boys ride on the ’Iphants like this?’ she in- 
quired wonderingly as she pointed to a pic- 
ture in which some children were having a 
ride on agentle old elephant. 

**T think they may, and—’’ 

** Won’t they bite the chil’ren, mother ?’”’ 
she asked anxiously. 

**T think not ; they are quite tame,’’ replied 
her mother. 

Susie told everybody about her intended 
visit, and never failed to add,** And we are 
going to the Zoo, too.”’ 

At last Susie and her mother were on the 
cars, and after a long, long ride arrived in 
the big city, and were hurried out to Aunt 
Laura’s home in the suburbs. 

** Where is the Zoo, Aunt Laura?’’ was 
Susie’s first question after she was safely 














Light on the 
Old Testament from Babel 
By the Rev. A. T. Clay, Ph.D. $2.00, net. 
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h din her aunt’s home. 

** Over there beyond those trees,’’ her aunt 
replied, pointing in the direction of Fairmount 
Park,‘*and I intend taking you there the first 
fine day we have.”’ 

Several rainy days in succession kept every- 
body indoors, and interfered with many of 
Aunt Laura’s plans for the entertainment of 





her guests, but at last the weather cleared, 
and the sun shone brightly, and Susie was 
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playing tn ehe' tite ‘yard at the side of the 


house, , ji 

She was showing to Pris¢illa, her favorite 
doll, ‘the animals her‘béok; ‘and’ had named 
them all over to*her, ‘and had showed her a 
new quarter-dollar in ‘lier little purse, and 
told dbout the wonderful Zoo, and that the 
quarter was to pay to see thé am’nals, and— 
then Susie heard music, such entrancing 
music, and ‘shé startéd in. the direction of the 
Park to findit, 

Other boys and girls were going the same 
way, and as she drew nearer to the music she 
turned a corner, and— 

-#Qh;*Scillat-See ’Scilla! See the am’nals! 
There’s the Zoo.*’ And Susie hurried on with 
Priscilla clasped tightly in her arm. 

What a lot of animals there were! What 
sweet music, too!.Oh,what a lovely place it 
was! Susie had never seen anything like it, 
What a fine time she and Priscilla had! But 
she must hurry home, and tell mother and 
Aunt Laura about it. 
Aunt Laura’s as fast as her feet’ would carry 
her, and when she was tarning the last corner 
she was clasped in Aunt Laura’s arms, 

“Oh, Susie, where hdve ‘you been? We 
feared you were lost, and your mother and I 
have been hunting you for an hour.’’ And 


Aunt Laura cried for joy as she hugged Susie | 


to her heart, 

**T had the lov’list time,’’ said Susie all 
unconscious of the worry she had caused, ‘+I 
was to the Zoo.” 

**To the Zoo !”’ exclaimed her aunt, and 
then added,‘*Oh no, dear, you could not 
have been there, it is too far away.’’ 

** Ves I was, Aunt Laura, an’ I rided onan 
*Iphant, too,’’ Susie declaréd. 

‘*You rode an elephant?’’ asked her 
amazed aunt. ' 

** Yes, an’ on a lion, an’ on a bear, an’—’’ 

‘*No, no, dear, you couldn’t; you—”’ 

** Yes, I did, an’ on a monkey, an’ on a 
kitty, an’—’’ 

** What can you mean, Susie? You must 
not say such things, it is wrong,’’ chided her 
distressed aunt. ; 

** An’ I wanted to ride on a g’raffe, but 
my money was all spended, an’ then I camed 
home,’’ Susie added, joyfully. — 

Just ‘then Susié’s mother'camé running in, 
for she had gone in a different direction in 
her search for her little girl, and had been 
informed by one of the neighbors that Susie 
had. been found, and as she hugged the little 
one to her heart she said: 

‘*Laura, where do you think this child 
has been? She was down on that vacant lot 
on a merry-go-round ;. Mrs. Laird’s little 
Katherine told me she saw her there, and—’”’ 

‘*An’ to the Zoo,’’ said Susie, ‘‘an’ I 
rided on lots ofam’nals, an’ they didn’t bite 
me one bit,’’ 

NorRISTOWN, PA. 


The Doctor Habit 
And How She Overcame It 

When well selected food has helped 
the honest physician place hit patient in 
sturdy health and free from the ‘‘ doctor 
habit” it is a source of satisfaction to all 
parties. A Chicago woman says : 

**We have not had a doctor in the 
house during all the 5 years that we have 
been using Grape-Nuts food. Before we 

an, however, we: had ‘the doctor 
habit,’ and scarcely a week went by 
without a call on our physician. 

‘““When our youngest boy arrived, 5 
years ago, I was very much run down 
and nervous, suffering from indigestion 
and almost continuous headaches, I was 
not able to attend to my ordinary domes- 
tic duties and was so nervous. that I 
could scarcely control myself. Under 
advice I took to Grape-Nuts. 

‘*] am now, and have been ever since 
we began to use Grape-Nuts food, able 
to do all my own work. ‘The dyspepsia, 
headaches; nervousness and rheumatism 
which used to drive me fairly wild, have 
entirely disappeared, 

“*My husband finds that in the night 
work in which he is engaged, Grape- 
Nuts food supplies him the most whole- 
some, strengthening and satisfying lunch 
he ever took with him.’’ Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read the little book, ‘‘The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. “ There's a reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 


So she started toward | 
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dient, Sold only in boxes. Sample mailed free. 

JOHN I. BROWN & SON, Boston, Mass. 


The Sunday Sehool Ties 


Philadelphia, February 24, 1912 








Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter “’ 





Subscription Rates | 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old .or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada. ‘These rates include postage : 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either to 

? separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 each, 
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The Cook of Spotiess Town you see 
Who takes the cake as you'll agree, 
She holds it tn her fingers now. 

It isn’t light—bat anyhow 

"Twill lighten her domestic woe— 
A cake of plain SAPOLIO, 


Where there is good cooking the 
dresser will always be full of well kept 
tins and cooking utensils, Every thing 
from muffin rings to the heavy baking 
pans can be scoured with 


SAPOLIO 


till they look like new, and half the 
drudgery of cooking will be saved if 
there is never any accumulation of 
grease to fight. 


}——--_- 
You Ought to Have 

















the New 5% Book 
Ce who is rested 
pepupeat: money 


Ba 

free fort! ‘the’ rubble thre’ is a copy 
for you. ~ 

This company has been in business 17 
years. .it pays 5 per cent interest on 
money entrusted to its care and has 
never been a day late in the mailing of 
semi-annual interest checks. 

It allows the withdrawal of money at any time 
without notice and without loss of interest. 
Every dollar invested with it is amply secured 
by first mortgages on improved real estate de- 
posited in trust with one of the strongest trust 
companies in Baltimore. 

Nothing could be sotinder—more conservative 
—more desirable as an inVestment for savings 
or idle funds. 


Write to-day for the book 


Calvert Mortgage & Deposit Co. 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 
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The Young People’s. 
Prayer-Meeting _ 
By Robert E. Speer 











Sunday, March 10, 1912. 


Christian Testimony that Counts (John 
1329-42. Led by the prayer- 
meeting committee), 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—John's testimony (John t : 6-8, 15- 


‘TUES. —Israel a witness: (Isa. 43 : 1- 4 To). 
Wep.— Power to witness (Acts 1 _— 
or. 2: 


‘TUUR. —e words (1 
1-5). 
Fri.—Life testimony (1 Tim. 4 : 9- 15). 


SAT. — Undying testimony (Heh, It : 1-5). 











How can we obtain the Spirit's power ? 

Give instances of the power of example. 

Name ways in which we can do evangelistic 
work. 


I1EN the matter is one of which we 
do not have and cannot have per- 
sonal knowledge, we are justified in 

quoting the testimony of others. But when 
we are asking people to test a course of ac- 
tion which we have not tested ourselves, and 
are urging them to do so on the ground that 
others have found it good, our urgency is of 
small avail. We who invite others, why 
have we not made the personal venture our- 
selves? 

And there are other matters. than these 
where hearsay testimony is inadmissible. 
The court rejects it and men deride. it, as 
Kipling makes St, Peter do when Tomlinson 
stands at leaven’s gate and asks to come in: 


“* This “I have read in a book,’ he said, 
that was told to me, 
And:this:I ‘have thought that andther man 
-thovight of, a prince ii: Muacovy.'!" - 


It is testimony like Jobn's. thet weighs 


‘and 


with men. Let some one read ‘it (1 John 
1: 1-4). When men can say what Paul says 
in 2 Th ‘Tt -7%2, wthers shave 0 -Jisten, 
The blind tiki could sHot™be: Confused: or 


gainsdid when he spoke out of his own itre- 
futable experience (Jolin 9: 26), ‘lhe wo- 
man of Samaria had the sanie unanswerable 
wittiess to bear? She knew that he whio had 
spoken to her and to whom she’ brought 
others was no mere man (John 4: 39). But 
her townsmien’were ‘happier’when ‘they had 
their own personal ground for belief, and no 
longer needed to rest on her word. 
% 

The beauty of personal testimony is that 
it is so peaceful and uncontroversial and un- 
answerable. If a man tells us there are no 
fish in a stream, we can quarrel with him 
forever over the question as a matter of de- 
bate. But if we will go and before his eyes 
catch a fish there for him, he is pacifically 
and completely convinced. ‘* Jesus is not 
the Saviour,’’ some one may say. ‘* We 
will not dispute with you,’’ we answer, ‘* we 
can only testify that he saved us.’’ 

The advantage of Christianity is that it 
offers itself to every'man’s experience. We 
do not need to be able to read Greek or in- 
deed to read at all, in order to understand 
and test it. The wisest man in the world 
does not know too much to need Christ and 
to appreciate him, and the stupidest man in 
the world is intelligent enough to find him 
and apprehend him. Christ is a life which 
each man can test and possess for himself. 

* 

And it is a further advantage in the spread 
of Caatotionty that those who really know it 
can’t conceal the fact. Followers of other 
religions. can dissemble their religions, but 
true Christians never can dissemble theirs. 
No matter how halting their speech. may be, 
or how inadequate their theology, if Christ 
is in them, Christ will shine out through 
them. Just to be a true Christian is to bear 
a Christian testimony, [®ve you ever seen 
or heard of any illustrations of this fact ? 

Who are the most effective witnesses for 
Christ in your community ?. How. did you 
first "hear about Christ? What ‘things de- 
stroy the power of Christian ‘testimony ? 
How may: even little children bear. witness 
to Christ?. Has the witness which we have 
borne to him to-day been clear and un- 
dimmed ? 
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15,000 


Physicians 
Approve 
when you 
take Sanatogen 


—approve by their written endorsement. of this re- 
markably successful food-tonic. 


The opinions of this splendid body of practising phy- 
sicians have followed actual test of Sanatogen, and such a 
mass of opinion has a weight that may well give confidence 
to every one who turns to Sanatogen for help. 


HELP—not magic, not makeshift, not stimulant—rea/ help 
to an exhausted nervous system--that is the ‘‘secret’’ of Sana- 
togen, that is the basis of the enthusiastic approval of medical 
men who know that nerves to be helped must be fed. 


Nerves have their own hunger, and their hunger brings the 
rebellion that disturbs the balance of health. _Every function of 
the body feels the depression and disturbance—sleep, diges- 
tion, mental efficiency, all are affected, and reaction aggravates 
the trouble. The one practical answer to this nerve hunger is 
Sood, a specific food that will give to the nerves the nourishment 
they have failed to gather from the daily food of the body. 


Sanatogen’s scientifically combined elements of nerve strength, 
| pure albunien .and glycero-phogphate of sodium, go straight to 
the points of weakness, 
rebuild and revitalize the system, They cheer and invigorate by 
the-logical warwrar means’ of meeting the demand. If you wilh 
try Sanatogen you will find that this multitude of physicians and 


it so enthusiastically have wee spoken for a universal neéd* of 
the human system. 


This Remarkable Book FREE 


We ask you cornestiy. to 
vestigate our claims first 
to have you do so. -Ask your doctor about it, — in any Case 
write.at once for our .book,‘‘ Qur Nerves of Tomorrow,’’ wr 
ten in an absorbingly interes sting style, beautifully illustrated 
and containing facts and information of vital interest to you. 
This book also contains evidence of the ‘valete of Sanatogen 
which is as remarkable as it is conclusive. 


Sanatogen is sold in three sizes, $1.00, $1.90, $3.60 


rom your druggist—if not ob- 
im, sent upon receipt of price. 


THE BAUER CHEMICAL CO. 33.2xct 2utaey 


¢ goqualated with Sanatogen. -in- 
you like, and we are only toc glad 





Get Sanatogen 
tainable from 


They restore the losses and: in that-way- aust, 


the)wide’groups of: fanome "neg ANG women who have written of 
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Ph.D. 
The “well-known research 
chemist of Stevens’ Insti- 
tute, writes : 

“T he chemical union of the 
pyeedtpents of $ Senatogss . 
a true tative o 
the hi hest st skill in the forma- 

nm of a product containing 

spho! in ¢ organic 
phosphate conditi ion, and A} 





assimilation of Seatogen # are 
rendered complete with the 
greatest ease. 


The Rev. T. S. Childs, D. D. 
of Chevy Chase, writes : 

“« Last Spring I shad a long 
and severe attack of grippe, 
the issue of which for one in 
his seventy-seventh year was 
doubtful. I ‘tesigned the 
ns of floes church ‘and 

an English 

ner alg eo my_atten- 

jon to Sana . I have 

used one small box and tye 
large ‘ones : 


ieee tee feet rg Bs; 





tor hi notis causa 
ois 


wy 70h 
Rar dard ae 
natapedl ta svmvent number 

of cases (that is, 
disturbances: ot hetabiolionn 
which were mainly of a nerv- 
ous’ or neurasthenic origin), 
and have obtained “excellent 
results,’ 


fA a 

Prof. 

ae es 
nivér- 


The Right Reverend 
The Biaber of Chichester, Eag. 
«7 foe found Sanatogen 


most beneficial as well as 
pleasant.”” 
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lessons that causes wy to stand out with a clearness 
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of Christ 
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